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Lesson plan sequence to prepare for an educational visit 

to an Environmental Education Day Centre
The aim of the suggested lesson activities is to engage children in the process of organising a visit to make them aware of the wide-ranging implications of taking children to an off-site educational experience.  This will enable them to participate in some of the decision making prior to the visit.  The sessions offer opportunities to address each of the five areas of the Every Child Matters (ECM) agenda, the Inclusion & Participation Doorway of the Sustainable Schools Framework and compliments the PSHE and citizenship curriculum.
Session 1 
	Introduction
	Group activity
	Objectives/cross-curricular links

	Tell the class that they are going to visit one of the ‘Environmental Education Day Centres. This will be an educational visit which will support their work in …………………………… (topic).
Ask how they will begin to find a suitable venue. (The teacher may need to offer them examples of internet, talking to other teachers, publications etc. provided by the day centres.)
www.eess.org.uk
	As a class discuss what the 3 main learning objectives of the visit will be.

In small groups the children draw up a short list of potential activities/visits, the facilities, suitability for all children, curriculum links, cost, distance for each of the centres.  
Then make a short presentation to the rest of the class recommending their preferred option.
Class decides which option to progress.
	ECM  -    Enjoy and achieve
· Making a positive contribution

· Staying safe

· Economic well-being

Cross-curricular 

          -    Speaking and listening

· Numeracy

· ICT


Session 2
	Introduction
	Group Activity
	Objectives/cross-curricular links

	Class discussions about the process of booking and organising the visit.  Build a flow diagram of key actions.
1. Booking venue
2. Coach, costing per child, letter home with full detail of cost, lunch arrangements, clothes requirements, consent slip and request for helpers)
3. Risk assessments/First Aider
4. Letting kitchen staff know

5. Keeping a check list of consent/payment/offers of help

6. Setting learning objectives
	In small groups, children are allocated a task to complete (they may require costings, writing frames, outline risk assessments etc). Report back to whole group.
	ECM  -    Enjoy and achieve

· Making a positive contribution

· Staying safe

· Economic well-being

Cross-curricular 

          -    Speaking and listening

          -    Numeracy


Session 3

	Introduction
	Group Activity
	Objectives/cross-curricular links

	Consider what actions need to be taken on the day of the visit and what the visit leader needs to take with them. 
	In small groups the children draw up list of what is required on the day including: mobile phone, student attendance list, first aid, sick bucket etc.
All lists amalgamated by teacher for use by the staff on the day of visit.
Emergency contacts.
	ECM  -    Enjoy and achieve

· Making a positive contribution

· Staying safe

· Being healthy
Cross-curricular 

           -    Speaking and listening

  


Session 4 – Follow-up session

	Introduction
	Group Activity
	Objectives/cross-curricular links

	Recount the process from start to return to school – build flow chart
	In small groups evaluate the visit including the administration, value for money, whether learning outcomes were met and enjoyment. Report back to group.
Pass on information to centre visited + teacher/ pupil evaluation forms (copies with booking information).
	ECM  -    Enjoy and achieve

· Making a positive contribution

· Staying safe

· Being healthy

· Economic well being








Activities/visits you consider important for our educational trip? 


How does it link to our topic/the curriculum? e.g. History, ‘what was it like for children in the Second World War’





What facilities and resources do you think we need? e.g.  classrooms for lunch?





Is it suitable for all the children in our class? e.g. year group, wheelchair access, toilets?





How will you present this to our class? powerpoint, leaflets, assembly?
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