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Nottinghamshire County Council
Guide to Grant Aid for Voluntary and 
Community Organisations

General introduction to grant aid
The strong and vibrant voluntary and community sector in Nottinghamshire provides many important services to people and makes a significant contribution to life in the County.  The County Council wishes to encourage and support voluntary and community action which will support its core objectives.  These are to provide:
· good, quality, affordable services for all people in Nottinghamshire;
· choice, control and independence;
· a safer Nottinghamshire;
· a better place to live and work.
Equality and Diversity 
The County Council encourages applications which promote equality of opportunity, employment and access to services throughout the community.  Consequently, whilst applications for grant aid assistance are considered on their individual merits, great importance is attached to applications which meet the needs of disadvantaged groups. 
Your organisation must demonstrate an active commitment to equality and diversity in all of its affairs and not discriminate against any individual or group on the basis of:
· age 

· disability 

· gender 

· race 

· religion or belief 

· sexual orientation 

The County Council is committed to promoting diversity in both its employment practices and its delivery of services.

General criteria for Grant Aid

All organisations applying for funding from the County Council must meet our general eligibility criteria.  These require that applicant organisations:

· are a recognisable voluntary or community organisation, meaning they do not operate to make a private profit and they are clearly independent of the statutory and private sectors;

· have a document that describes how they are governed;

· are legally able to undertake the proposed activities;

· are financially viable;

· have aims and objectives in keeping with the activities that can be funded under the objectives of the grant aid programme and the County Council as a whole;

· have a clear management structure;

· have clear financial controls (Charity Commission leaflet CC8 Internal Financial Controls for Charities provides details) and is able to demonstrate the proper conduct of its financial affairs;

· have practices and procedures for any paid employees and volunteers which accord with legislation on employment, health and safety, racial and sexual discrimination, disability and age discrimination;

· can demonstrate an understanding of and commitment to equal opportunities;

· have in place robust safeguarding polices for adults and children and carry out enhanced CRB checks.
We will assess this through your answers to the questions on the application form and through the other documents you must send with your application.  If your organisation does not meet these general criteria we will not be able to offer you grant aid.

Grant aid will only be awarded on condition that:

· the organisation is politically neutral in character and does not incur expenditure for propaganda purposes;

· the organisation is appropriately constituted to receive funds from the public purse;

· the organisation is capable of accounting appropriately for all the funds it is granted;

· the organisation provides value for money;

· the organisation has in place appropriate mechanisms for the evaluation and monitoring of activity supported by the grant aid;

· the organisation is based in, managed by and provides services  for the benefit of the people of Nottinghamshire

· the grant is not used for religious activity and the service provided is open to all regardless of their religious or cultural identity;

· the activity being applied for hasn’t already taken place.

Types of grant aid available

For 2010/11 the County Council is inviting applications for on-going expenditure by Friday 8th January 2010.

One-off grants (e.g. for projects, events, or equipment) are also made, and information on what is available and how to apply is made available through local infrastructure groups, on the County Council website and directly through our newsletter and other publications.

Application forms and further information can be obtained in two ways:
County Voluntary Sector Liaison Service

County Hall

West Bridgford

Nottingham

NG2 7QP

Tel: 0115 977 4775

Or download from our website: www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk  and type the word ‘grants’ in the search box.
This is a general guide to grant aid and specific guidance on completing the application form is available separately.

As there are extensive demands on its funds, the County Council will normally only commit to funding any organisation, on a time limited basis ranging from one to three years (the latter being subject to annual monitoring and review).  Applicants should note that a significant amount of money has already been committed by the County Council to a number of existing groups and projects.

The following table outlines the activities which are eligible for grant aid support. However, some grant aid budgets are fully committed to existing projects at the current time. Applications will only be taken for 2010/11 for activities which have a service description and are marked with an ( * ).
ACTIVITIES ELIGIBLE FOR GRANT AID

	Service
	Activity



	Social Care and Health*
	Grant aid is available to groups which help promote independence for older people and vulnerable adults.

	Advice
	Grants are available for Citizens Advice Bureaux and general advice agencies.



	Community Safety*
	Grants are available to support community safety projects in the widest sense. They may relate to community cohesion projects; victim support; domestic violence; crime reduction initiatives or related activities.

	Community Transport
	Supporting coordinated Community Transport schemes.

	Environmental Conservation


	Information about funding the restoration of buildings, local environmental conservation and improvements, archaeology, nature conservation etc.

	Families and Children’s Support*
	Grants are available to support preventative and support work with families and children, e.g. for children with special needs and families experiencing stress. 

	Infrastructure Support 
	Grants are available to support one local infrastructure organisation per District to provide general support and a focus for the sector in that District

Grants are available to support specialist organisations to provide advice/information to the sector across the County on specific issues such as employment or financial advice; development of self help groups or support to be involved with partnerships

	Play*
	Holiday play schemes and play organisations for groups supporting children aged 5 to 14

	Youth Support Service* 
	Grants are available towards running costs (excluding salary costs) for registered groups working with young people aged 11-25 years.

One-off grants are also available to registered groups to develop new and innovative projects with young people aged 11-25 years.  Would also consider supporting umbrella organisations that cover the whole county, including a contribution towards staffing costs.

	*Detailed service descriptions are available via the website www. Nottinghamshire.gov.uk or by phoning: 0115 977 4775 or by e-mailing: county.grantaid@nottscc.go.uk


Customer Care
The County Council will ensure that it provides an efficient service in dealing with applications for grant aid which will aim to:
· acknowledge the receipt of an application within 10 days;

· treat all applications on their merit and with due courtesy;
· provide a clear explanation when applications cannot be considered for grant aid,
· inform applicants if their application cannot be supported due to a lack of funding. 
· advise applicants whether it would be appropriate for them to re-apply at a future date.

If your application is successful the County Council will endeavour to develop an effective relationship with your organisation to support the delivery of best quality services to the people of Nottinghamshire.

In particular:

· a grant aid agreement, including appropriate monitoring, will be agreed

· appropriate policies/procedures will need to be in place including:
· Equal opportunities

· Safeguarding vulnerable adults

· Safeguarding children

· Financial procedures (including a reserves policy)

· appropriate insurance will need to be in place

Monitoring Grant Aid
The County Council will monitor and evaluate those organisations receiving grant aid.  The degree of monitoring and evaluation will reflect the level of funding awarded.

As part of this process, information will be requested on how the organisation has achieved its aims during the funded year and any constraints which have hindered its progress.  Decisions regarding future funding will be influenced by the outcomes of monitoring and evaluation procedures regarding the organisation.

In particular the organisation should be able to demonstrate how it is achieving the aims and objectives specified in its governing document and how its officers plan the organisation's affairs.  This information should be set out in an Annual Report or a general summary of activities.
Acknowledgement of County Council support
The County Council will, depending upon the level of grant awarded, require the receiving organisation to publicly acknowledge the source of such support.  For example, any printed publications such as annual accounts, annual reports, publicity leaflets, letter headed notepaper, web sites, emails and similar material should identify the support given to the organisation by the County Council.
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