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Calling all Villages
Proud residents have the chance to sing the praises of their local area with the launch of the Calor Village and Neighbourhood of the Year competitions.

The Nottinghamshire Partnership, which is made up of the County Council, district and borough councils, Nottinghamshire Police, Nottinghamshire Fire and Rescue Service and various other agencies, is running the countywide event for the first time this year. A separate category for the best neighbourhood has been introduced to make sure all communities have the chance to showcase the positive things they do. All entries must be for areas with fewer than 5,000 residents.

The competition organisers are looking for ‘Well balanced, proactive, caring village and neighbourhood communities which, irrespective of size, are making the best of local opportunities in order to enhance and sustain a better quality of life for all inhabitants.’

 The closing date for the competition is 30 April. Entries will be short listed in mid May and judging will take place from 15 to 26 June 2009. Winners will be announced at the Village and Neighbourhood event at Edwinstowe House on 23 July at 10 am. The winning village will also be supported for their entry to the Calor Village of the Year 2010 competition.

If you would like to apply, visit www.nottinghamshirepartnership.org.uk or phone 01623 860891.

This is Misterton’s story:

Misterton - Business Category Winners 2006/7   
David Wright, Misterton Parish clerk found the whole experience most rewarding, “A community spirit was engendered in which people from various ages and backgrounds were drawn into the exercise.  As well as confirming what we already knew about Misterton, we discovered an awful lot about our village not widely known.  We liked our written entry so much that we reproduced it into a glossy booklet.  Once word got round they went like hotcakes, with people as far afield as Australia requesting copies.”
United efforts at Hoveringham reap rewards!

Hoveringham Parish Council and the Village Hall Management Committee united to raise £400,000 funding for their Village Hall and have just secured £249,950 from BIG’s Community Buildings Programme.

Peter Watson, Project Co-ordinator for the Parish Council and Chairman of the Village Hall Management Committee said, “Our current hall was built in 1845, added to in 1907 and now, 101 years later, we are getting the chance to bring it up to date.  In recent years, our village has lost its school, chapel, butcher, the post office and two of its three pubs, but community spirit is as strong as ever.  There are all sorts of clubs, and an annual tractor rally which attracts over 300 entries.  

When the new hall is complete, people will again have somewhere comfortable to meet and socialise.  The application for the Big Lottery Fund grant brought the whole village together.  A community of just 350 managed to raise £20,000 to top up the funding and together with a grant from WREN this will complete the rejuvenation.  We’re thrilled to have been successful.”

The new hall will also act as a refuge in the event of another flood on the scale of the year 2000 (a one in 25 year risk). The risk of flooding in Hoveringham has increased in recent years, and the improved hall will be the village flood control centre and offer overnight flood refuge in emergencies, alongside usual facilities and activities for residents of the village and surrounding area.

For more information about Hoveringham’s Hall, contact Peter Watson on pwbwatson@aol.com

Hooray for Rempstone HUB! 

Rempstone’s dilapidated village hall, dating from 1928, is to be replaced with a brand new centre after receiving a grant of £293,000 from BIG’s Community Buildings Programme.
Project team leader, Amanda Craig, said: “This is wonderful news for our rural village community. The current hall has served us well for the past 80 years, but could not keep pace with what was needed.  The Big Lottery Fund grant will enable us to provide a modern, heat-efficient and fully accessible hall to support older users and those with disabilities, and to help us provide exciting activities for the whole community. Both our local residents and the people who travel regularly from the surrounding countryside are going to benefit enormously.”

The new hall will have additional meeting space for community groups, an improved kitchen, bar and toilet facilities, and an emphasis on accessibility and environmental sustainability. 

More efficient heating, better insulation, hearing induction loops, and soundproofed walls will be incorporated. 

Younger users, such as local pre-school groups, will also be winners, with more space for indoor play, sports and social events.

Additional match funding is still to be found but building will begin this year, and it is hoped the new hall will be ready in early 2010.

To find out more, contact Mr or Mrs Walker, Chair of and Clerk to the Parish Council on 01509 880097
Best Run Village Hall Competition 2009

If you manage a community building in Nottinghamshire you could win prize money for your hall and be crowned Best Run Village Hall 2009!

The competition to find the best run village hall in Nottinghamshire was launched at the Nottinghamshire Association of Village and Community Halls AGM in September 2008. It aims to recognise the hard work of volunteer village hall management committees and promote good practice. 

Halls who have previously entered have commented on the useful advice, support and feedback they have received from the process. It is also a chance to have fun, gain recognition and assess how you measure up against other halls in Nottinghamshire.

The stakes are high with prize money for district winners and the county runner-up and winner.  The competition is supported by Rural Community Action Nottinghamshire with sponsorship from:

· Nottinghamshire County Council
· Rushcliffe Borough Council
· Gedling Borough Council
· Newark and Sherwood District Council
· Churches Purchasing Scheme: quality and value for money on a wide range of furnishings and supplies for churches, village halls, schools and play groups, social clubs and other community organisations
· Wilkinson: everyday essentials and home decoration items at affordable prices.
Wilkinson vouchers and vouchers for furniture, courtesy of the Churches Purchasing Scheme, will also be part of the prizes. 

The closing date for entries is 31 March 2009, so if you manage a Scout hut, community building, church hall, village hall or WI hall, what are you waiting for? 

For further information or to request an entry form contact Katie Wilson, Village Halls Advisor at Rural Community Action Nottinghamshire: kwilson@rcan.org.uk or 01623 727600

Adopt a Telephone Kiosk (TK)

Did you know that you can adopt your village TK?  BT has made it easy to apply and all the information you want is on their website at: http://www.payphones.bt.com/adopt_a_kiosk/HTML/payphone/howtoapply.htm  Please note that you can only apply through their website.

Advice for older people on keeping warm in winter

Help the Aged is offering older people a free 3 Steps to a Warmer Winter pack.  Mervyn Kohler, Special Advisor to Help the Aged, said; “It is important to keep warm during this cold snap, which is why we would urge older people to make sure they continue to heat their homes.  Anyone concerned about the costs of heating should order one of our free winter warmer packs to find out what support is on offer.”

Three of the key tips included in the pack are:

· Check – if you are worried about your finances this winter and you haven’t thought of claiming benefits before, there are a number of easy ways to check what you may be entitled to.  Contact a local benefit advisory service or call Help the Aged SeniorLine on 0808 800 6565.  Pension credit, council tax benefit or housing benefit are just a few of the entitlements you may be eligible for.   

· Claim - with up to £5 billion in benefits going unclaimed every year you may be able to boost your income.  Contact The Pension Service free on 0800 99 1234 to make a claim.  Alternatively, inside the free pack there is a coupon you can send off to either request a call from the Pension Service or a home visit. 

· Insulate - a properly insulated home could save you around £275 off your annual energy bill.  There are a range of ways you can improve the energy efficiency of your home and you may be entitled to free insulation from your energy provider.

A free copy of 3 Steps to a Warmer Winter is available by calling 0800 089 0800.  As well as useful contacts and the latest information and advice about claiming benefits and improving energy efficiency in the home, it includes a free thermometer to monitor room temperature.  

Victim Support in Nottinghamshire

Victim Support has announced an ambitious series of events over 2009 to which all parish councillors and county residents are invited. They include:
27 February:  Hot Pot Supper with entertainment from Spectrum (music & drama), St Helen’s Church Hall, Stapleford
15 May: 1st Annual Dinner compered by BBC’s Colin Slater, with the RAT PACK (Britain’s foremost tribute band),  Crown Plaza (Royal) Hotel, Nottingham. [Black tie/dancing]

10 June: 4th Annual Golf Day, Beeston Fields Golf Club, Nottingham

20 June: Nottingham Symphonic Wind Orchestra Concert in aid of Victim Support, West Bridgford. 

8 July: Annual Review, County Hall, West Bridgford, Nottingham

13 September: Running for Victim Support in the Experian Robin Hood Festival of Running, Victoria Embankment, Nottingham. Free entry and tee shirts for all VS runners.

21 November: Murder Mystery Evening and Dinner at a ‘very atmospheric’ Notts venue.

Ashfield District Council is also organising events in aid of Victim Support – their Chairman’s charity of the year. These include a Choir concert (March) and Golf Tournament (April).  Other activities will include a Nottingham gig with band CAPONe (June), an  Indian meal (July), and a Male Voice Choir Concert (September).

Victim Support speakers and stalls are available for local events through the county.

For further details please contact: Dr Jeffrey Fewkes, Victim Support Fundraising Officer, Kimberley Police Station, Church Hill, Kimberley, Notts, NG16 2HY or via 07919 533 636, 0115 938 9842, or jeffrey.fewkes@victimsupport.org.uk

The Conservation Foundation: It's Your Community Programme

The It’s Your Community programme aims to support projects that bring people together and benefit local communities by providing grants of up to £1,000 to local groups and individuals for anything that can be shown to benefit the local community.  The programme supports projects in four categories:

· Rebuild and Restore – eg cleaning and painting a bus shelter, restoring a sports pavilion's leaking plumbing and fitting insulation to a local hall

· Cultural – eg providing art materials to a local group, equipment to a community band and computers to a village shop

· Active – eg helping out with equipment for local clubs for football and cycling.

· Green and Clean - eg setting up and supporting community gardens, woodlands

beaches and paths and improved public access to river banks and green spaces.

Applications are welcome from local groups and individuals for funding for projects that aim to bring together and benefit the local community, have long lasting effects that will continue after funding has been used, have tangible results that you can see, and demonstrate innovative ideas that will inspire others.

There is no set deadline for applications.

Contact details and source of more information:

http://www.itsyourcommunity.co.uk
GrantScape: Working with Nature Fund 

GrantScape has allocated funding totalling £1.3 million to support projects aimed at creating, conserving or enhancing biodiversity.  
Grants of between £150,000 and £300,000 are available for a maximum 3-year funding period.  A maximum of 10% in total of the amount applied for may include the costs of:

biodiversity education for site visitors etc (ie staff costs for its delivery)

information leaflets about the project

signage and interpretation of biodiversity on-site

bird hides on-site

organisational and management overheads directly attributable to the project.

Projects must demonstrate that they support priority habitats and/or species listed within the UK Biodiversity Action Plan (details can be found on the UKBAP website detailed below), are located within 10 miles of any licensed landfill site (which applies throughout Nottinghamshire) and comply with the requirements of Object DA of the Landfill Communities Fund (details can be found on the LCF website detailed below).

Applications are welcome from any organisation with an environmental or community focus (including registered charities, not for profit groups, county/parish/community councils and community groups).  

The deadline for applications is 6 April 2009. 
Find more information at: www.ukbap.org.uk/NewPriorityList.aspx www.grantscape.org.uk/grantshome/about-lcf/lcf.htm
www.grantscape.org.uk/grantshome/grants-available/workingwithnature1.htm
Funding Fairs 2009

Are you a Community Group looking for different funding options?  Come along to one of the funding fairs listed below to find out more.  Meet the funders, discuss your project and get some helpful tips on how to plan a good application.  The planned dates are:

· Bassetlaw: Wednesday 4 March 2009 from 2.00-4.00 pm and 6.00-8.00 pm at Retford Town Hall

· Gedling: Thursday 5 March 2009 from 6.00-8.00 pm at Arnold (venue to be confirmed)

· Broxtowe: Tuesday 10 March 2009 from 6.30-8.30 pm at Old Council Chamber, Beeston

· Rushcliffe: Wednesday 18 March 2009 from 7.00 pm-9.00 pm at Rushcliffe Borough Council

For more information and to book a place contact Melanie Saxton at Rural Community Action Nottinghamshire on 01623 727600

Big Lottery Fund:  Community Spaces

Community Spaces £50 million grants programme provides funding to community groups across England to improve or create green open spaces. The programme is funded through the Big Lottery Fund’s Changing Spaces initiative and is managed by Groundwork UK. 
The majority of Community Spaces funding goes towards small and medium sized grants (under £50,000.  

The scheme aims to support projects that will benefit areas in need of physical improvement.  The project site must be within 2 miles of a residential area.  Applications are welcome from not for profit community groups, including registered charities and trusts, church-based and other faith groups, ‘friends of’ groups and tenants and residents associations. 

There is no deadline for small and medium grants (£10,000 to £49,999), grants will be available until January 2011.  Detailed information along with definitions of key eligibility criteria can be found at the Community Spaces website: www.community-spaces.org.uk.

Virtual university gets £1.2 million funding

A virtual university will be set up in north Nottinghamshire and north Derbyshire after the Alliance Sub-regional Strategic Partnership confirmed £1.2 million for the project.

The aim of the scheme is to help people in the areas to get higher level skills and qualifications.

State-of-the-art facilities and equipment will be available through seven further education, higher education and business partners in Worksop, Edwinstowe, Kirkby-in-Ashfield, Chesterfield, Clay Cross and Killamarsh. Learners will be able to use the equipment for their studies and advice and support on skills and careers will also be available.

For more information visit www.chea-nmidlands.ac.uk
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Broxtowe Action Fund

The next round of bids for the Broxtowe Action Fund closes in February so voluntary and community groups are invited to get their bids in as soon as possible.  The fund provides grants of up to £2,000 to community and voluntary groups who provide services and activities in Broxtowe Borough. The money can be used for a whole host of things from the usual to the not so usual. Everything from environmental improvements to social occasions can be considered.  In the last round a diverse and varied group of projects were funded, including a celebration of Black History, Trowell Youth Group and a support group of foster carers of disabled children.

The deadline for the next round is 27 February.  If you would like an application form and would like to discuss any aspect of the fund please contact Broxtowe Borough Council on 0115 917 3395.

Fees

No increase in fees for burials in Keyworth Parish Council’s burial ground are planned for the coming 2009/2010.  The council has approved a suggestion for charges for burials etc to remain the same in the coming 12 months.  But increases in the region of 4% have been approved for hire charges for the village hall.
Bunny Parish Council has reduced the figure for the amount of council it is seeking from local residents for the coming financial year.     
Members discussed a financial report prepared by the clerk in regard to the precept for 2009/2010 and agreed to seek a council tax figure of £17,000 for the coming year, a reduction on the current figure of £420.

Parish Plans

Whatton in the Vale Parish Council is considering whether or not to produce a Village Plan which would give villagers a chance to pinpoint areas which would benefit the community.  A spokesman for the council said that if it went ahead a separate committee would have to be involved as the council has been advised it would not be able to take a lead role.

There are now several parish plans in existence in the county with many more in the development stage.

Completed plans as at December 2008: Annesley, Selston, Beckingham, Clayworth, Everton, Gringley on the Hill, Mattersey, Misson, Misterton and West Stockwith, Normanton on Trent, Ranskill, Trowell, Papplewick, Ravenshead, Averham Staythorpe and Kelham, Bleasby, Collingham, Eakring, Elston, Farmsfield, Fiskerton, Gunthorpe, Halam, Harby, Rolleston, Rufford, Southwell, Thurgarton, Upton, Aslockton, Cotgrave, Cropwell Bishop, East Bridgford, East Leake, Gotham, Hickling, Langar cum Barnstone, Normanton on Soar, Tollerton.

In development: Laneham, Sutton cum Lound, Newstead, Burton Joyce, Besthorpe, Bilsthorpe, Bludworth, Edwinstowe, Egmanton, Hoveringham, Granby, Keyworth, Kinoulton, Shelford and Newton
CCTV Cameras

A proposal to site CCTV cameras at prominent spots in Elston is being considered by the parish council.

Community police officer Kevin Walker said it would follow a scheme at East Stoke which had been successful obtaining lottery funding to cover the cost.  He has suggested that 4 cameras could be provided at Elston – one on each entrance to the village and one in the centre of the village to cover the school, village hall and shop.  The council is looking at the figures and it is estimated that the cost would be £8,000 to buy and £300 a year to run.

Travellers

RUSHCLIFFE Borough Council has given planning permission for continuing use of land at the side of the A52 road at Radcliffe on Trent as a travellers site - at least for the next 4 years.  Permission has been granted for the siting of 6 caravans and for the retention of associated works including fencing, hardcore, access and structures.

A number of conditions have been imposed with the permission that has been given, including a ban on any commercial activity and the stationing on site of any vehicle over 3.5 tonnes.  A scheme of improvements to the vehicular access has to be agreed with the Highways Agency, including a visibility display.

Parking

More complaints are being made over problems being caused by parked vehicles at a number of spots in the village centre at Radcliffe on Trent including Wharf Lane and on the main road near to the parish church and the new church hall.

The parish council has received a number of complaints on the actual parking situation and also on the fact that many vehicles are partly parking on the pavement alongside both roads.  It is felt the position has become worse since the arrival of traffic officers into the village, with motorists now using the two roads rather than risk a penalty by parking, as many did before, unlawfully on yellow lines in the village centre.

Councillor Rod Brears, chairman of the parish planning and environment committee, says they are asking Nottinghamshire County Council for comments and for suggestions as to how the matter can perhaps be dealt with, although they accept there is not an easy answer.

Art Exhibition
Local artists have submitted artwork for the Broxtowe Borough Council 17th Annual Indigenous Art Exhibition at Durban House Heritage Centre, Mansfield Road, Eastwood which is part of the DH Lawrence Heritage Centre.  The exhibition takes place between Saturday 14 March and Saturday 21 March 2009. This annual exhibition of local talent attracts over 100 local artists each year and over a 1,000 visitors from the Borough and beyond.

Beeston CAB

After more than 21 years of temporary accommodation, the Beeston branch of Citizens Advice Broxtowe (CAB) has moved into new, purpose-built offices located within Broxtowe Borough Council’s offices on Foster Avenue in Beeston.  It is not usual in the UK for a CAB to co-locate within council premises and this will be the first bureau to do so within Nottinghamshire. It will continue to maintain its own independence in a self-contained unit adjacent to the Council’s own reception area.  Located on the ground floor it will have a highly visible entrance in the bureau’s striking yellow and blue logo.

Gedling Car Parks

Residents in Gedling have strongly supported the introduction of car park charging in the borough as a means of closing the Council’s budget gap.  More than 3,000 Gedling residents responded to the consultation on options for the Borough Council’s future budgets.

Residents were asked to choose between 3 options to close the Council’s budget gap, which has developed due to the challenging local and national economic circumstances.

From the 3 options offered, 64% of respondents supported introducing charging for the Borough’s shoppers’ car parks; 23% supported substantial cuts in services and just 5% supported a Borough Council Tax increase substantially above inflation.

The Council’s Cabinet will consider a draft budget when it meets in February. The final decision on budgets for 2009/10 is due to be made by the Council on 4 March 2009.

Bingham Leisure Centre 

Bingham Leisure Centre is in the top 5% of leisure centres in the country for quality. It has achieved 77% in its Quest assessment which measures all aspects of the centre operation including customer care, cleanliness and activities on offer.

Tree Planting

To mark the 90th anniversary of the birth of Nelson Mandela, Past President of South Africa, the Mayor of the Borough of Broxtowe, Councillor Sue Wildey planted a tree in the Walled Garden, Bramcote Hills Park in December. The tree, a Liquidambar styraciflua (Sweet Gum) is marked by a plaque inscribed “Planted in 2008 to mark the 90th Birthday of Nelson Mandela. An inspiration to all who are oppressed and deprived”.

The Mayor was joined by Moji Adeiga of AFRIK. 

The tree is just one of those being planted as part of the Broxtowe Borough Council’s target to plant 100,000 trees over a 5 year period as part of its Corporate Plan. Trees can be planted on parks/open spaces, school grounds, highway verges, private gardens, office grounds etc. 

Already over 8,000 new trees have been planted and by the end of March the Council hopes to hit the year 1 target of 20,000. 

The public are encouraged to contact the Council on 0115 917 3649 with ideas for new tree locations and they will be added to the growing database. The Council does not have a specific budget for this project but can help identify various funding sources.

Forthcoming events from Stapleford Town Council:

Village Ventures performance - A Quiet Woman's War to be held at the Maycliffe Hall, Toton Lane, Stapleford. Performance on 4 March 2009 at 7.30 pm. (tickets from Stapleford Town Council)
Hemlock Happening - 6 June 2009 held on Bramcote Park.

Stapleford Carnival - 5 September 2009 held on Ilkeston Road recreation ground.
East Midlands Parkway

East Midlands’ newest and greenest railway station at Ratcliffe on Soar was opened on 26 January.

It was hit by delays after residents called for a 300 m access road to be formally adopted as public highway. It is hoped the station, managed by East Midlands Trains, will encourage more people to use public transport.  

The station will be served by 100 train services a day with trains to and from London every 15-20 minutes at peak times. The station will also include a park-and-ride terminal for Leicester, Derby and Nottingham.

The new station has four platforms, step-free access and 850 parking spaces. It also uses a ground-heat system as well as locally sourced and recycled materials.
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Parish Clerk retires
Brian Whiting has retired from Kirklington Parish council after over 30 years as their council clerk.
Parish Council clerk vacancy

There will be a vacancy for a Parish Clerk at Wellow from April 2009.  Wellow has a population of 440, and the annual precept is £4,500. The parish council meets eleven times a year, on Mondays. Applications to Peter Somerville, 20 Halloughton Road, Southwell NG25 0LR Tel: 01636 819061 

Sutton cum Lound Seated Exercise Group 

This group, supported by another very active volunteer (Carole Head - back row, middle lady in photo) meets early on Wednesday afternoons at their village hall for their exercise class, a cup of tea and a chat.  The group is now in its 3rd year, with a core group of 8/10 ladies, whose average age is 75.  The exercises are aimed at keeping them active and moving without causing strain, improving their balance, co-ordination and strength.  All of them agree they are much better for the exercise and notice the difference after seasonal breaks.  They would actively welcome new members to the group.

RBBS is always looking for volunteers interested in starting up some regular physical activity, either on a group basis or with a single mentee.  For more information or details contact Ruth on 01777 871482.

Rural Bassetlaw Befriending Scheme 

Rural Bassetlaw Befriending Scheme (part of Rural Community Action Nottinghamshire) organised a Health Walk in Clarborough and Hayton in January to raise awareness of Nottinghamshire County Councils 'Activity Friends' Initiative and proved to be a popular approach to getting people aged 50+ to become more active. Over 30 participants from Hayton and surrounding villages completed the 2.5 miles through Hayton village.  Everyone enjoyed the walk and socialising and are all keen to do it again. Two of the walkers have also volunteered to train to become health walkers.  Further village walks will be arranged across Bassetlaw during the forthcoming months. If you are interested in taking part please call Pamela Senior, RBBS Co-ordinator on 01777 871482 for dates and venues.
Developer fined

Newark and Sherwood District Council prosecuted a developer last December who ignored a notice to stop work at the site of a Grade 2* listed building after it was revealed work had departed from the plans.  The owner of Pullan Homes was fined £5,000 and ordered to pay £800 court costs at Worksop Magistrates’ Court.  The council’s cabinet member for sustainable development and regeneration, Councillor Roger Blaney, said: “The court’s strong stance has meant most of the cost to the taxpayer for financing this prosecution has been recovered.  Ollerton Hall is a fine building, standing at the gateway to a town which is enjoying a renaissance since the closure of its pit.  We hope the hall’s continuing regeneration will see this fine building restored to its former glory.”

Southwell Minster’s Historical Records

A £38,000 project to catalogue Southwell Minster’s historical records, dating as far back as the 14th century, will be undertaken by Nottinghamshire County Council’s Archives. 

A grant for the project, which will run from April 2009 to November 2010, was awarded to the County Council by the National Cataloguing Grant Scheme for Archives. 

The money will be spent on appointing a fulltime archivist, dedicated to cataloguing Southwell Minster’s archives, and setting-up a volunteer project group to carry out the necessary preservation and packaging work. 

Once work is completed, the catalogues will be made available on the internet. 

Clipstone residents celebrate the start of a £305 k environment scheme

Residents from Greendale Crescent in Clipstone are celebrating the start of a £305 k community scheme that will install new lighting to reduce the fear of crime and lay better paving to alleviate the risk of flooding. 

This flagship scheme - which is due for completion in March 2009 - has been funded by the County Council’s Building Better Communities initiative, with a contribution of £2,500 from Newark and Sherwood Homes and Notts Association. 

Improvements will include:

· new lighting to increase public safety and reduce the fear of crime in the neighbourhood 

· permeable block paving, in some parts of the estate, to alleviate flooding 

· a new road surface with dropped kerbs and a new bus stop 

· the provision of parking bays to prevent people from parking on the green areas 

· the planting of new trees and bulbs to make the area greener and more picturesque 

· hedge laying and fence repairs 

· the creation of a gateway on Mansfield Road (location to be confirmed).

Building Better Communities is a wide ranging 8‑year programme that will see £39 million invested in making the county a better place to live and work.

Affordable office space available 
Ten new highly affordable offices located at the Turbine Business Innovation Centre in Worksop, will be available to lease from April 2009.  The offer is open to new innovative businesses. Each new workspace will be offered on a flexible, fully inclusive, rental terms, with a starting price of only £50 per week plus VAT. 
The offices, which measure approximately 15m2 and are suitable for one to two people, will be redeveloped from larger offices on the first floor of the business centre located in the Shireoaks TriangleBusinessPark, Worksop.  Two meeting areas will also be designed and created to give business centre tenants a facility where they can hold informal meetings.  Businesses located at the Turbine also benefit from its existing excellent meeting/conference facilities, in-house catering, reception services, links to business support and networking opportunities.  Redevelopment plans came about after The East Midlands Development Agency (EMDA) identified a need in the East Midlands to provide affordable working space for new businesses.  The County Council was successful in securing part-funding from EMDA’s feedback and secured funding from EMDA to create more office space. 

A1 Tuxford Southbound Resurfacing Scheme 

The above scheme is situated on a 9 km section of the A1 at Tuxford, Nottinghamshire.  The works which include deep carriageway resurfacing are due to complete before 13 March 2009.
Bassetlaw CVS training

Encouraging Community Action 

 Funding and More 2009
Wednesday 4 March 2009

The above sessions will be held on Wednesday 4 March 2009 at Retford Town Hall.  There will be two free sessions, the first from 2.00 pm-4.00 pm and the second from 6.00 pm-8.00 pm. 

This is an opportunity to:

Meet a wide range of Funders 

Talk with helpful agencies 

Discuss your Project.
This key local opportunity is a partnership event organised by BCVS with Rural Community Action Nottinghamshire.  To book a place for either the afternoon or evening session, or for any other event please go to www.bcvs.org.uk/events 
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Country Park Events

Teversal Trails LNR and Silverhill Wood
Sunday 8 March – Willow Coppicing and Screen Making  10 am–2 pm

Help Sherwood Forest Community Ranger, Vince Lennox, begin coppicing Silverhill’s willow beds. With the materials you cut, learn the art of constructing a willow screen. Please wear suitable clothing and stout footwear. Pre-booking is essential on 01623 822447. Meet at the car park off Silverhill Lane.

Saturday 14 March - Conservation Day 10 am–2 pm

Join Ashfield District Council’s ranger team to take part in a practical task session on the Teversal Trails. Refreshments are provided as well as all training and tools. Please bring a packed lunch and wear suitable clothing and footwear. Meet at Teversal Trails Visitor Centre, Carnarvon Street, off Fackley Road, Teversal.  Tel: 01623 721617 for further details.
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Youngsters shocked into healthy lifestyles

Forty Nottinghamshire youngsters were given an insight into the impact of an unhealthy lifestyle on their appearance two decades into the future at an innovative event in January.

The event was organised by the Nottinghamshire Partnership, which is made up of the County Council, district and borough councils, Nottinghamshire Police, Nottinghamshire Fire Service and various other agencies. The partnership aims to make people aged 14 to 19 more aware of the importance of having their say on local authority services in the county.

The faces of 3 young people at the event were ‘aged’ using computer software to illustrate the potential impact of poverty, poor diet or lack of exercise on their appearance in 2026. 

The event was all about encouraging young people to think ahead, adopt a healthier lifestyle and make them aware of the importance of having their say on local authority services and how that can affect their future lifestyles.

The young people talked to councillors and local authority chief executives about a range of important issues such as housing, health, community safety, the environment and maximising children’s potential.

Countylink Survey

Last year a survey was carried out by the county council to find out how well Countylink is received.  From the parish clerks there were 69 (43%) responses.

Sixty two respondents said they had read the last edition. Asked about how much of Countylink they had read: 34 said some of it, 17 most of it and 13 all of it.  Sixty three either strongly agreed or tended to agree it was easy to read.  Sixty two either tended or strongly agreed that the newsletter is about the right length.

Sixty one responded felt that the frequency of the publication was about right and those who disagreed suggested either 3 times per year, twice a year or every 2 months.  

When asked how useful the items are in informing the work of the parish clerks, 54 agreed or strongly agreed whereas 11 disagreed or strongly disagreed.  Those who disagreed commented that they would like general planning and environmental matters included in the newsletter and more about parishes.  

The question about its usefulness to the work of parish councils, 53 respondents agreed and strongly agreed, and 8 disagreed or strongly disagreed.  When asked if they would contribute to the newsletter 29 parish clerks said yes and 40 said no.

When asked if Countylink should continue in its current format: 59 either agreed or strongly agreed that it should.  Sixty two said they would like to continue receiving the newsletter in print and 7 indicated that would prefer to receive it via e-mail. 

A46 improvements 

Nottinghamshire County Council has welcomed the news that an additional £174 m will be available from the Government towards a highway scheme to improve road safety along the A46, Newark to Widmerpool.  The 28 km section of the A46 between Newark and Widmerpool, is the last remaining single carriageway section of the A46 between the M1 J21A north of Leicester and Newark Western Relief Road. 

Nottinghamshire's economic future

Representatives from local government and partners met with local business people to discuss the current financial climate and develop ways to avoid an economic downturn in the county.  The event called Our Future Economic Prosperity - A Global Vision for Nottingham and Nottinghamshire, took place in January and looked at ways to battle the so-called credit crunch.
A range of local businesses attended, and 44 small to large companies which have a significant presence in Nottingham or Nottinghamshire were represented. 

The event was sponsored by Nottinghamshire County Council, Nottingham City Council and Nottingham Development Enterprise. 

Guest speaker, former Trade Minister, Lord Digby Jones gave a global context of the financial climate and John Fisher of Local Futures talked about conditions here in the county.
Also on hand were representatives from other key organisations, including health, the voluntary sector, education, Government organisations, the Police, Fire and Rescue and various media and business organisations.
Among the topics discussed were:
· The current economic situation and its potential impact on the local, national and global economy 

· Possible actions that could help offset and prevent any local economic downturn 

· Potential opportunities to help sustain economic prosperity and confidence 

· How to maintain an ongoing discussion and a shared approach to the ‘credit crunch’.

Lord Jones said “It is important that businesses in the county continue to invest in their workforce by training and upskilling and ultimately adding value to their products and services, to enable them to compete in a globalised economy that takes no prisoners.  The route to success is all about knowledge and those businesses who take heed of this will be in much better shape when the recession is over.”
County Council is doing a good job for youngsters

Government inspectors have said that the County Council is doing a good job with the services it provides for children and young people.

Inspectors from Ofsted assessed a range of areas of the Children and Young People’s Service, including ‘staying safe’, ‘being healthy’ and ‘enjoying and achieving’.

Free Early Years places for 3 and 4 year olds

If your child turned three in September, October, November or December you can have a free early years place for them from the start of the spring term offering 12½ hours of early learning each week.  All 3 and 4 year olds in Nottinghamshire can have a place, available from nurseries, pre-schools, playgroups and some childminders. 

Early learning places are Ofsted registered which means they meet clear standards designed to provide a safe, secure environment for your child.

The places are funded by the Government and there are over 16,000 early years places available across Nottinghamshire – one for every three and four year old who wants one.

Children can learn new things and develop new skills, whilst having the chance to play with other children and make new friends.

You won’t automatically be contacted or offered a place when your child turns three – you will need to register your child for a place with the provider of your choice.

You can get more information or find a place by calling Nottinghamshire Families Information Service on freephone 0800 781 2168 or email fis@nottscc.gov.uk. 

Alternatively you can search online for providers at www.childcarelink.gov.uk/notts 

Aiming High Childcare Pathfinder Pilot Project

Nottinghamshire County Council has recently been awarded Aiming High Pathfinder status by the Department for Children Schools and Families (DCSF) and funding, of £1.4m over 3 years, to support working parents seeking childcare for children and young people with disabilities.

The Nottinghamshire Aiming High Childcare Pathfinder Project presents us with a fantastic new opportunity for us to work with disabled children and their parents, and to explore new and innovative ways of improving service delivery.

  

Aims of the project:

· Tackle some of the perceived barriers to employment experienced by parents of disabled children and young people by offering an enhanced information and brokerage service, and the provision of providing specialist support from the first point of enquiry. 

· Address the childcare needs of families whose children aren’t able to access group provision by establishing a network of specialist practitioners who will meet individual needs via home based care. 

· Provide one to one worker support for older, disabled children and young people, by developing a bank of young adult staff who will take on the role of ‘responsible buddies’.  We hope that workers will be ‘matched’ wherever possible on the basis of shared interests with the young person.
We are one of only two local authorities with both Short Breaks and Childcare Pathfinder Projects and this puts us in a unique position to work with external organisations and colleagues within Nottinghamshire County Council to commission on a joint basis and work towards creating joined up services. 
Children’s Centres success in Notts

Forty nine children’s centres have been designated in Nottinghamshire.  These have been in areas of disadvantage, and since March 2008, 75% of the county’s children aged 0-5 have been receiving Children's Centre services.   The majority of these children officially live in poverty.   

The final stage of Children's Centre service implementation will be complete by March 2010, and all children aged 0-5 throughout the county will then have access to Children's Centre services. To deliver their service, these final centres will build on existing services and add value to that provision, whilst offering targeted support when it’s needed most.

To find out about Children’s Centre services near to you contact Nottinghamshire Families Information Service on 0800 781 2168

Notts Coaches Pick Up National Awards

Nottinghamshire is celebrating winning three coaching awards from the UK Coaching Awards. Nottinghamshire County Council’s swimming coach Bill Furniss was one of 7 winners in the High Performance Coach of the Year category following his work with double gold medallist and world record holder Rebecca Adlington. 
Bill also picked up The Coaching Chain: The Appreciation of Coaching Award along with fellow Nottinghamshire and Nova coaches Linda Bennett, Ian Negus and Glenn Smith. The award celebrates all the coaches that have contributed along the way to an athlete's success - on this occasion Rebecca Adlington, who came in the top 3 of the BBC Sports Personality of the Year Award.  The award was presented by the Olympic double-gold swimmer herself.
Coaches from the highly successful Play Sport multi-skills project are celebrating winning the Children’s Coach category. Working with around 1,500 young people a month, coaches Gordon Fearn and Martin Tilling provide coaching in the fundamental skills of sport - agility, balance and co-ordination for the county’s 7-11 year olds.  This ensures young people have the skills to be successful at sports they are introduced to as they get older.  
The project is part of the County Council’s plan to support sport at all levels of development. 

Scams leave Notts people out of pocket


Nottinghamshire people are being warned about the dangers of scams after figures revealed that residents were ripped off to the tune of £81,600 last year. And with research showing that less than 5% of people report scams to the authorities, this figure could just be the tip of the iceberg.

February is Scam Awareness Month and the County Council’s trading standards officers are urging people drop off any leaflets or direct mail they are suspicious about in one of their ‘Scamnesty Bins’ around Nottinghamshire. 

The bins will be placed at the following venues between Monday 2 and Saturday 14 February:

· Arnold County Contact
· Sutton In Ashfield County Contact
· Mansfield County Contact
· Worksop County Contact
· Retford County Contact
· County Hall main reception
· Eastwood Library
· Newark Library.
People are asked to leave their junk mail in the bins, in the original envelopes if possible. They do not need to give any personal details.

The County Council’s trading standards officers will record various details off the leaflets, letters and envelopes – such as the name of company and where the consumer should reply to – and send a list of information to the Office of Fair Trading for intelligence. This will help them to track down any perpetrators and stop the scams or fake prize draws. 

Local people can also phone Consumer Direct with information about potential scams or find out how they can protect themselves from being ripped off by contacting 08454 04 05 06 or visiting www.consumerdirect.gov.uk
Award for Nottinghamshire’s Street Lighting Service

The County Council has beaten over 200 authorities councils to scoop the ‘Most Improved Performer for Street Lighting’ award in the APSE Performance Network Awards 2008.  It also reached the short list in three other categories: ‘Best Performer for Street Lighting’, ‘Most Improved Performer for Building Cleaning’ and ‘Most Improved Performer for Highways and Winter Maintenance’. 

Councillor Smedley said: “I am very pleased to be presenting this award, as it reflects the excellent work that has been going on within our street lighting service over the last year and the great improvements we have made.  Street lighting is a fundamental service that members of the public, understandably, demand that we get right.  This award shows that we are now doing that, across the county, most of the time.  I am also pleased to see that we almost won the overall award for street lighting and that two of our other services have been recognised.”

Family Employment Initiative  

The Family Employment Initiative (FEI) is an employment programme developed by the Coalfields Regeneration Trust and first operated in Derbyshire.  With additional funding from Nottinghamshire County Council FEI now operates in disadvantaged areas in Ashfield, Gedling, Bassetlaw, Mansfield and Newark and Sherwood.  

FEI provides personalised job search support to the hardest to reach workless residents in disadvantaged areas.  It works on a very local level by targeting the streets with the highest concentrations of people in receipt of incapacity benefit and income support.  

These people and their families are the hardest group to move into work having experienced long term reliance on benefits.  For people in these circumstances, one-to-one support over a period of time from a personal employment advisor is one of the most effective methods of securing employment.  The Ashfield examples below give a good flavour of the operation of the Family Employment Initiative. 

For further information about the Family Employment Initiative in your area, contact the team on 01623 744400
Independent Equality Advisory Group

The County Council is taking equality and diversity seriously.  In partnership with NAVO they have established several independent equality advisory groups (IEAG).  A key principle of the Councils equality and diversity framework is that people need to be involved when designing delivery and reviewing services.  They want to consult as widely as possible with the community about how Council services can be relevant to their needs and we also want to have greater involvement from them in the decision making process. 
Groups in place to date include:
· The Disability IEAG

· The Race and Ethnicity IEAG (formerly the countywide BME Forum)

· Gypsies and Travellers Liaison Group

· Sexual Orientation IEAG.

Gender, age and religion or belief groups will be established in the future.  If you would like to be part of any of these groups or involve them in your services please contact Richard Morley richard@crowdedhouse.plus.com or Maggie Else on 0115 977 4438 or look at the pages on equalities at www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/equalities.htm
Libraries

2008 was an exciting year in Nottinghamshire Libraries as we celebrated National Year of Reading with Boys into Books and Mad Scientist events for our younger readers and a wide variety of events for adults too. 

November and December saw us holding a series of Readers Days in different parts of the county, hosting Dalek events and reading poems to commuters on the Robin Hood Line. What we wanted to do was offer something new to our regulars visitors and offer something very old and timeless - the sheer pleasure of reading - to people who had lost or never had the library habit.

2009 is off to a promising start with our Love Reading Week running from 8-14 February. Visitors to our libraries will be offered a chance to take part in our photography competition ‘Where do you read yours?’ They might also be asked to think about ‘What have you read today?’ by staff eager to promote all kinds of reading. 

Best of all they can share in the atmosphere of celebration and fun and take part in events ranging from a Chick Lit party in Rainworth to all night opening and activities in Southwell, quizzes and family events and on Saturday 14 February a whole day in Arnold devoted to Charles Dickens with readings, discussions and children’s activities.  

Ask at your local library or check out the Reading pages on our website

http://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/libraries.htm

Beacon status

In June 2008 Nottinghamshire County Council and Nottingham City Council were recognised as pioneers in improving accessibility to work, learning, health, leisure and shopping and were awarded Beacon status for their joint bid.  Both Nottinghamshire County Council and Nottingham City Council attribute their success in improving accessibility in all these areas to strong partnership working with a range of partners and groups all over Nottinghamshire.

Since being awarded Beacon status both councils are working hard together to promote their good practice to other authorities around the country and to this effect we are holding a series of workshops to share experiences of the most successful and innovative aspects of the region's accessibility planning work.

For information of when the events are being held please contact Emma Piggins, Beacon Co-ordinator on 0115 977 3368

Living for Tomorrow - 21st Issue!

Living for Tomorrow – Nottinghamshire’s free, local sustainability magazine - has just celebrated its 21st issue!

The magazine is produced by the County and City Councils with the aim of inspiring its readers to do a bit more to look after themselves and our planet and has been running for 7 years now. 

Some past stories include Nottingham’s eco-decorator; innovative energy efficient lighting from Nottinghamshire companies; Welbeck Farm Shop and ‘Bags to Riches’, which looked at an Eastwood-based artist who creates jewellery from plastic bags! 

However, we are always looking for more stories, so if you are aware of a project, organisation or individual in your area that in some way is ‘living for tomorrow’ please do let us know.  We are also keen to continue growing the readership of Living for Tomorrow – so if you are interested in receiving the magazine or can help distribute copies in your area please get in touch.  Tel: 0115 977 4222 or E-mail: editor@livingfortomorrow.org.uk 

Putting People First

Adult social care is changing.  Putting People First is the Government’s vision for social care in the future. It has emerged from the ‘Our health, our care, our say’ White Paper and the 2007 Comprehensive Spending Review which highlighted that the care system in England needs to be able to respond to the demographic challenges presented by an aging population and the rising expectations of those depending on social care.

The main aim of Putting People First is to give people more choice and control in how their needs are met through a Personal Budget, allowing recipients to decide how to spend their allocation of funding in a way that best meets their needs.
It has been described as one of the most radical reforms since the establishment of the welfare state.
Pilot schemes have been running across England and so far 6,000 people have a Personal Budget.  In Nottinghamshire, we are aiming to get all new people eligible for social care on a Personal Budget from October 2010 and existing service users by October 2011. This will mean people will know what they are entitled to and have a greater say in how they live their lives.

To find out more about Putting People First go to: www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/puttingpeoplefirst or email your enquiry to selfdirectedsupport@nottscc.gov.uk 
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Crime Mapping 

At the press of a button (http://maps.nottinghamshire.police.uk/) people can now access details of crime trends in the area they live.  All 43 forces are providing the service and the government believes it puts crime into very local context.  
By typing a Nottinghamshire postcode relevant information is shown for all crime and then split into four crime types: burglary; vehicle crime; robbery and violence.  In addition information is provided on the reported incidents of anti-social behaviour.  Furthermore, by using the 'find out more' tab on each page you will be able to access the web page for the local Safer Neighbourhood Policing team for that area, or the crime mapping site for the neighbouring force area if you live on the edge of the Nottinghamshire Police border.  

At its launch the Policing Minister Vernon Coaker stated 'providing this information to the public helps make the police even more accountable'.  The data is extracted from a live crime system and may be subject to change.  Please be aware that some crime categories may appear to have a large increase or decrease in percentage terms, but in fact reflect the small number of crimes reported within that category.  

Public Confidence Strategy

The joint Police Authority and force 'Policing For You' vision focuses on the communities we serve to ensure that their needs are at the centre of everything we do.  The vision's stated aim is to provide a high quality service that is truly focused on what the public of Nottinghamshire expect and deserve and a key delivery outcome indicator is improved public confidence.  Both the Authority and the force are committed to improving the confidence of the communities they serve.  

Crime has fallen in the county in recent years but often the public state they are still fearful of crime and want to hear from the police and other agencies what is being done to bridge the confidence gap.  

A joint draft Confidence Strategy is currently being produced which will set the standard and effective methodology to reduce this gap.

for further information please contact Laura Gibbens 0115 967 099 ext. 2014 or e-mail: laura.gibbens@nottinghamshire.pnn.police.uk
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National census of local authority councillors 2008

The fifth census of councillors from the Local Government Association (LGA) and the Improvement and Development Agency for local government (IDeA) has been published. It shows that little has changed in the diversity of community representatives: http://www.idea.gov.uk/idk/core/page.do?pageId=9308387

Briefing on the Local Democracy Bill

Rural Communities has circulated a briefing to Peers ahead of the Grand Committee stages of the Local Democracy, Economic Development and Construction Bill.  The briefing highlights the complexities of rural economic and administrative geographies, and suggests ways in which the Bill can be rural proofed. In particular we are saying:

· The proposed new economic assessment duty on local authorities is welcome. But parish and town councils deserve (on behalf of their local communities, businesses and partnerships) to be statutory consultees alongside others. The Bill should be amended accordingly (Clause 64).
· There should be a requirement on the new Regional Strategies to be Rural Proofed. ‘Rural Proofing’ is a Government commitment and this should be reflected within the guidance on the new Regional Strategies currently being prepared.
Read the briefing in full at www.ruralcommunities.gov.uk/files/LD%20Bill%20briefing%20with%20logo%20v2.pdf

Find out more about the Local Democracy, Economic Development and Construction Bill at: http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/localdemocracyeconomicdevelopmentandconstruction.html

New Legislation

The Government published in December a wide-ranging legislation that will give local people new rights to shape local services and give greater responsibility to local authorities to promote economic development helping communities respond to local challenges.

Strong communities will help the country come through the economic challenges we face. Communities Secretary Hazel Blears is clear that we need to unlock the potential of local people and involve them in shaping their services and communities. Re-invigorating and strengthening local democracy is key.

For more information go to: www.communities.gov.uk/publications/communities/communitiesincontrol 

New Green Farming Guide launched

A new one-stop shop practical guide to help farmers, growers and land managers protect the environment effectively was launched by Farming Minister Jane Kennedy in January.  The Code of Good Agricultural Practice, a single document that consolidates 3 previous codes last published in 1998, offers free best practice advice for farmers of all kinds to protect and enhance water, soil, and air quality in agricultural environments, with advice covering subjects including managing fertilisers and applying nutrients to avoid soil contamination, storing silage and handling effluents, and waste storage, recovery, and disposal.

The revised Code of Good Agricultural Practice (CoGAP) can be downloaded free of charge at: www.defra .gov.uk/farm/environment/cogap/index.htm  Hard copies can also be obtained from The Stationery Office (TSO), PO Box 29, Norwich, NR3 1GN http://www.tso.co.uk  The CoGAP, which applies in England, replaces the separate Water, Air and Soil Codes published by the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food and the Welsh Office Agriculture Department (last revised in 1998)
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Wheels to Work

Local people who are struggling with transport to work, education or training can now get help with new transport options thanks to new initiatives from Wheels to Work!  These new options include bicycle loan, taxi vouchers or bus passes, as well as the scooter loan that has been available in the past, and has proved so successful in helping so many people into work and off benefits.

Over the last 6 years, W2W has loaned mopeds to 508 local people, to enable them to get to work and learning, particularly in rural areas where public transport may not be available, and where many people do not have a car. Rather than having to turn down work, or even being put off from applying for jobs, people can apply to W2W to help them find a solution to the transport problem – meaning that they can apply for and keep a job! 

W2W has launched new schemes to help even more people, in exciting new ways. North East Derbyshire residents can now apply for a bicycle from the new “Bike 2 Work” scheme, where they can have a bicycle on loan for 6 months, after which time it is theirs to keep. In Nottinghamshire, the IGNITION project provides tailored transport assistance which listens to the client’s individual needs – it could be a bus pass or taxi vouchers, for example!

Visit www.nottswheels2work.org.uk for more information.

Green Gateway leaflet

A new leaflet entitled Green Gateways is now available to give everyone the chance to explore Nottinghamshire County Council’s “Green Estate” which includes green spaces slightly off the beaten track.

Green Gateways provides a list of events taking place through to July and also gives information about joining your local Friends group, taking part in practical conservation or joining a health walk.

The leaflet featuring Bestwood Country Park and smaller sites including:

Linby Trail

Moor Pond Wood, Papplewick

Southwell Trail

Tippings Wood, Blidworth

Dob Park, Hucknall

The Ranges, Hucknall

Mill Lakes, Bestwood 

Teversal Trails and Silverhill Wood

Copies of the free Green Gateway leaflet, with full details of the summer and autumn events can be obtained from local libraries, leisure centres, community centres and tourist information centres, as well as the Bestwood Country Park rangers. Alternatively, you can download a copy from www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/countryparks or request a copy by post by calling Nottinghamshire County Council on 08449 80 80 80.

The Wildlife Trust

There are many events across the county including: walks, talks and crafts and more information and local contacts can be downloaded at http://www.nottinghamshirewildlife.org/news/events_calendar.htm
Parish websites:

* Denotes Quality Parish Council status

** Several parishes have a website through Newark and Sherwood District Council’s website: http://www.newark-sherwooddc.gov.uk/pp/service/detail.asp?id=1770

Annesley/Felley: Annesley-felley.org.uk

Aslockton: www.aslockton.org

Balderton: www.baldertonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Barton in Fabis: www.bartoninfabispc.org.uk

Beckingham cum Saundby: beckingham-northnotts.org.uk 

Bingham: www.bingham-tc.gov.uk*

Blyth: www.blythvillage.co.uk

Calverton: www.calvertonpc.co.uk

Collingham: www.collingham-notts.org.uk

Colwick: www.colwickpc.org.uk

Costock: www.costockvillage.com

Cotgrave: www.cotgrave-tc.gov.uk*

Cropwell Bishop: www.cropwellbishop.com

Eakring: www.eakring.org

East Bridgford: www.eastbridgford.com

East Leake: www.east-leake.gov.uk*

Eastwood: www.eastwood-town-council.org.uk*

Everton: www.evertonvillage.org.uk*

Farndon: www.newark-sherwooddc.gov.uk/pp/gold/ viewGold.asp?IDType+Page&ID=9617**

Farnsfield: www.farnsfield-pc.gov.uk

Gotham: www.gothamvillage.org.uk

Granby cum Sutton: www.parish.council.freeuk.com

Greasley: www.greasleypc.co.uk

Gringley on the Hill: www.gringleyvillage.org.uk*

Harby: http://www.newark-sherwooddc.gov.uk/harby

Holme Pierrepont and Gamston: www.holmepierrepontandgamstonpc.org.uk

Hoveringham: www.hoveringham.org.uk

Keyworth: www.keyworthparishcouncil.org.uk

Kingston on Soar: www.kingston-on-soar.co.uk

Kinoulton: www.kinoulton.com

Kimberley: www.kimberley-online.org.uk/4724.html

Lambley: www.lambleyvillage.org.uk

Langar cum Barnstone: www.theparishcouncil.org

Laneham: www.laneham.org.uk

Linby:  www.linby.org 

Mattersey: www.matterseypc.co.uk

Misson: www.missonparish.net

Misterton: www.misterton-notts-pc.gov.uk*

Newark: www.newark.gov.uk

Newstead: www.newsteadvillage.org

Normanton on Soar: www.normanton-on-soar.co.uk*

North/South Wheatley: northandsouthwheatleyvillage.co.uk

Nuthall: www.nuthallparishcouncil.co.uk 

Ollerton: www.ollerton-tc.gov.uk

Orston: www.orstonparish.co.uk
Oxton: www.oxtonpc.org.uk

Papplewick: www.papplewick.org

Radcliffe on Trent:  www.radcliffe-grangehall.co.uk/links*

Ranskill: www.ranskill.org.uk*

Ravenshead: www.ravensheadparishcouncil.org.uk

Rempstone: www.rempstone.netfirms.com
Rhodesia: www.uk.geocities/com/b.quarrington@btinternet.com

South Leverton: geocities.com/slevnotts_webmast

Southwell: www.southwellcouncil.com 

Stanton on the Wolds: www.stantononthewoldsparishcouncil.gov.uk

Stapleford: www.staplefordtowncouncil.org.uk

Sturton le Steeple: www.sturton-le-steeple.org.uk
Sutton Bonington: www.suttonbonington.org

Tollerton: www.tollerton.org

Trowell: www.trowell.org.uk

Warsop: www.warsopweb.co.uk*

Woodborough:www.woodboroughpc.org.uk

Wysall: www.wysall.com

City and County websites/Tel Numbers:

www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk    0115 915 5555

www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk  08449 808080

District Council websites:

www.ashfield-dc.gov.uk

www.bassetlaw.gov.uk

www.broxtowe.gov.uk

www.gedling.gov.uk

www.mansfield.gov.uk

www.newark-sherwooddc.gov.uk

www.rushcliffe.gov.uk

Other useful websites:

www.naturalengland.org.uk

www.defra.gov.uk
www.emda.org.uk
www.environment-agency.gov.uk

www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/youthzone

Government News: www.number10.gov.uk

Communities and local government www.communities.gov.uk
National Association of Local Councils: www.nalc.gov.uk/
Direct Gov: www.direct.gov.uk/

Useful Telephone Numbers:

County Council Customer 

Service Centre: 
08449 808080
Crimestoppers: 
0800 555 111 

Domestic Violence: 
0808 800 0340

Floodline: 
0845 988 1188

Report Racial Abuse:
0800 085 8511

Smell Gas?
0800 111 999

Victim Support: 
0115 852 3506

Nottinghamshire Association 

 of Local Councils:
01636 816890

Rural Community Action 

 Nottinghamshire (formerly 

 Notts Rural Community Council): 
01623 727600

Your District Council Contacts:

Ashfield District Council

Public Relations

01623 457004

Bassetlaw District Council

Public Relations 

01909 533726

Broxtowe Borough Council

Public Relations

0115 917 3743

Gedling Borough Council

Public Relations

0115 901 3801

Mansfield District Council

Public Relations

01623 463021

Newark and Sherwood District Council

Public Relations 

01636 655255

Rushcliffe Borough Council

Public Relations

0115 914 8555

Your Newsletter:

This newsletter is sent to Town and Parish Councils/Meetings, for distribution.  Names and addresses are held on a database.  

I want mail to get to the right people without delay so please help by informing me of any changes as it is my responsibility to inform others within the authority who mail out to parish councils.  

Parish contact details, the code of practice and this newsletter are on the authority's website at www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/parishcouncils.htm

Please contact me if you have: 

· Changes of Parish Clerks details

· Articles for Countylink
· information of an event during April/May/June 2009 in your parish

· requests for extra copies of Countylink

· information/links/photographs you would like to add to your details on the Nottinghamshire County Council’s website.

Barbara Worrall

Contacting us:

Post:
Barbara Worrall, Strategic Partnerships, Chief Executive’s Department Nottinghamshire County Council, County Hall, West Bridgford, Nottingham NG2 7QP

Phone:
0115 977 4085

Fax:
0115 977 3859

E-mail:
countylink@nottscc.gov.uk

Internet:
www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/parishcouncils.htm


www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/countylink.htm

Published: 
February 2009

This information is available in other formats

Deadline date for articles for the next issue is:

18 March 2009
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