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Sunday Service on the Robin Hood Line?

Local councillors from Nottinghamshire, Nottingham City, Mansfield, Ashfield, Derbyshire and Bolsover councils and Mansfield MP Alan Meale travelled to London in January to hand over 10,000 pledges of support for the Robin Hood Line Sunday service to Tom Harris MP, Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Transport, to ask the Minister to consider funding a Sunday service from Department for Transport budgets.  
Representatives from business organisation Mansfield 2020 and the East Midlands Regional Assembly also attended.  Forty percent of the service’s passengers use the line to travel to and from work and as Sundays are increasingly part of the working week the extension to the service will help local people access further employment opportunities.

Councillor Stella Smedley, Cabinet Member for Environment at Nottinghamshire County Council said: “Nearly all other UK rail routes have Sunday services paid by the Department for Transport and Mansfield is biggest place in Britain without such a service.  We have been inundated with letters of support for this campaign which should give the Department for Transport reassurance that there is a genuine need for this service and that it will be money well spent.”

The proposed Sunday service would run from around 9.30 am to 7.30 pm and is expected to cost just under £1 million to fund over the coming 6 years. 
Concessionary Travel – All change from April
From 1 April 2008, all persons aged 60 or over or eligible disabled people will be able to enjoy free, off-peak local bus travel anywhere in England. That means that eligible pass holders in Nottinghamshire will be able to use off-peak local bus services to visit anywhere in neighbouring counties or beyond without having to pay any fares.  Even when visiting friends or enjoying a holiday anywhere in England the same pass will ensure free off-peak use of the buses there too.
The English concessionary scheme will allow free travel between 9.30 and 23.00 Monday to Friday and at any time at weekends or on Bank Holidays.  New cards for the scheme will be issued in March in time for the launch on 1 April. 

In Nottinghamshire the scheme will be enhanced to provide half fare bus travel before 9.30 Monday to Friday and free travel after 23.00 except on premium fare night bus services.  Passengers should check with their operators regarding these services.  The Nottingham tram is included in the scheme on the same terms as buses with the only exception being that between 16.00 and 18.00 Monday to Friday pass holders will have to pay half fare.

Residents of Nottinghamshire who are existing pass holders do not need to worry about this as their passes will be issued automatically.  There is no need for existing pass holders to apply or to contact their district or borough councils about the scheme.  Information leaflets will be sent out to all in February and these will also be made available to all the usual outlets, libraries, County Contact points, Parish Councils etc.  Anyone who does not currently have a pass should apply in the normal way.

Santa’s sleigh brings Lottery play for kids 

It’s going to be a playful New Year for children across England as the Big Lottery Fund today announces 201 grants, totalling a massive £67.5 million to provide new play facilities from Northumberland to Cornwall.

The festive funds are set to leave a lasting gift with children across every region in the country as BIG rolls-out hundreds of awards from the £124 million Children’s Play pot.

The programme aims to encourage play by providing the means to create safe, accessible and imaginative play provisions, helping to ease parents’ growing fears of outdoor play and help to address childhood obesity. 

Stephen Dunmore, Chief Executive of the Big Lottery Fund, said: “This is the last tranche of funding I will announce before my departure from BIG early next year and it is one that gives me particular pleasure.  Children’s Play is a fantastic programme which invests in our future. It is helping every region of England to provide quality play provisions for millions of children and highlights the positive effects that play can have on the physical, emotional and social development of our children.  “With the right play provision, we hope that parents and carers will feel confident to allow their children to play beyond the home and to enjoy the wealth of benefits that play brings.” 

The East Midlands receives nearly £6 million in playful grants which includes:

Mansfield District Council: 

   Mansfield Choose Play Portfolio £280,106 

Bassetlaw District Council: 

   Bassetlaw Play Partnership: Somewhere Safe For  

   The Kids to Play £254,712 

Nottingham City Council: 

   Playful Nottingham £894,135 

For a full breakdown of all the 201 grants awarded through Children’s Play this Christmas please visit www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/pr_181207_eng_cp_full_award_list

Source: Big Lottery Fund www.biglotteryfund.org.uk

Since the National Lottery began in 1994, 28p from every pound spent by the public has gone to Good Causes. As a result, over £20 billion has now been raised and more than 280,000 grants given out across the arts, sport, heritage, charities, health, education and the environment. 

Concordat to unleash potential of local communities

An historic new written agreement which will radically transform the relationship between central and local government and which sets out unprecedented new freedoms for local areas and communities was signed by Communities Secretary Hazel Blears and LGA Chairman Sir Simon Milton in December 2007.

The Central-Local Concordat is the culmination of months of careful negotiation with local government and meets a key commitment in delivering what Gordon Brown has called a fundamental transformation in the way we govern, shifting more power to local communities and away from the state.

It commits Government to reducing unnecessary intervention saying that: ‘Councils have the right to lead the delivery of public services in their area and shape its future without unnecessary direction or control' and that both local and central government have the responsibility to ‘devolve power and engage and empower communities and individual citizens - in debate and decision making and in shaping and delivering services’.

It commits central and local government to work together towards giving people a clearer understanding of what public money is spent in their area, and towards giving councils greater flexibility in their funding, for example by reducing ring-fencing of money and through the proposed Business Rate Supplements. The Government remains firmly of the view that the council tax is an effective local tax and that the current local government finance system is guided by the principles of transparency, clarity and accountability. The Government also remains committed to ensuring that taxpayers are protected from excessive council tax increases.

The Concordat commits local government to provide strong leadership, to work with their partners and to collaborate in delivering national targets.  It is explicit for the first time that 'there should be a presumption that powers are best exercised at the lowest effective and practical level’.

It spells out key priorities which central and local government will deliver together - this includes tackling anti-social behaviour and crime, delivering good local services, more opportunities for young people, promoting enterprise - and how the two should work together.

It makes clear that central Government has the right to set national policies including minimum standards of services. But central Government also has a responsibility to collaborate with councils and make it easier for them to deliver these priorities at a local level - making a commitment to reduce the burden of appraisal and approval regimes and the ring-fencing of funds for specific purposes as well as ensuring that central guidance is proportionate.

Communities Secretary Hazel Blears said: "Local devolution is no longer a fringe pursuit but now right at the centre of the Government's agenda. The historic shift outlined today will help unleash the potential of local communities, giving them new freedoms in delivering what local people want.  

For local authorities, it promises the progressive removal of obstacles that prevent them from pursuing their role. And for local communities, it provides the springboard for giving local people more power and control over their communities and their own lives."

The Concordat is available at: http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/localgovernment/centrallocalconcordat 

The Concordat meets a commitment made in the Governance of Britain green paper (July 2007). 

Source: Communities and Local Government

Councils match Tesco.com for web hits

Local authority websites attract nearly as many hits as major retailer Tesco.com, following a recent award-winning publicity campaign 'Connect to Your Council'.

Research published in December 2007 by the Central Office of Information also reveals that in-person visits to council offices have dropped by a quarter since the beginning of the advertising. In the same period, telephone queries are down by 16% and letters by 15%.  People can now access a wide range of council services online, from finding information on rubbish collection, to applying for school places, or paying bills.

Parmjit Dhanda, Minister for Local E-Government said: "It is clear that residents welcome the chance to put themselves in charge of how, when and where they access their local council services. Our independent survey shows that, in a dramatically growing market, local authority websites are maintaining a consistent share of traffic. This is a marked achievement that confirms the potential of local e-government for delivering an efficient and responsive service culture that is centred on the needs of customers."

The 'Connect to your Council' campaign was launched in May 2006 and runs until March 2008.  People visiting the Campaign website at http://www.direct.gov.uk/mycouncil just enter a post code, town or street name, to be directed to the relevant service page of their council's website.

A copy of the COI's review of the 'Connect to your Council' Campaign can be downloaded at:
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/localgovernment/connecttocouncil 

Source: Communities And Local Government  

Batteries included - in new recycling plan

Increasing the level of recycling and reducing some of the 700 million batteries that go to landfill annually are at the heart of plans published in December 2007.

The proposals, which are set out in a Government consultation, look at the best way to improve the environmental performance of new batteries and ensure collection, treatment and recycling of waste batteries. They apply to batteries of all shapes, volumes, weights, types and uses, and, will help the UK implement the EU's Batteries and Accumulators Directive.

Energy Minister, Malcolm Wicks, said: “Gifts from toys to sat navs which were opened in British households over Christmas contained millions of batteries.  Many of these will contribute to the 700 million batteries that go to UK landfill each year. This is clearly not good for the environment and that's why we've signed up to these tough, but I believe achievable, targets."

DEFRA Minister, Joan Ruddock said:

"People have a vital role to play in helping the Government to ensure waste is dealt with in an effective and sustainable way. If we are to protect our environment we must reduce the amount of waste that's sent to landfill.  By throwing household batteries in the bin not only are we contributing to what's sent to landfill, we are throwing away potential resources that could be put to good use if they were recycled. If disposed of incorrectly, even household batteries can pose an environmental risk.  I would encourage both producers and consumers to respond to our consultation, and help us to tackle the problem of how to deal with the millions of batteries we use every year."

The proposals seek to find methods for achieving the following targets and objectives:

· Collection targets for waste household batteries of 25% of sales by 2012, rising to 45% by 2016

· Prohibition on household batteries with high levels of cadmium (with some exceptions for emergency lighting, alarm systems, medical equipment and cordless power tools) and continued restrictions on use of mercury

· Clearer labelling with capacity, chemical symbol and "wheelie bin" collection symbols

· Various producer responsibilities, including a ban on disposal of industrial and automotive batteries in landfill or by incineration (in effect a 100% recycling target)

· Responsibility for producers of appliances to ensure batteries can be readily removed for easy collection, treatment and recycling; and,

· Responsibility for retailers to take back waste household batteries at no charge to consumers.

The government consultation is running from 20 December 2007 through to 12 March 2008 and seeks views from consumers, businesses and industry on how these measures should be implemented.

Source: Department for Business, Enterprise and Regulatory Reform 

Nottinghamshire Rural Community Council/RCAN

At its annual general meeting in October Notts RCC agreed to the proposal to change its name by special resolution to Rural Community Action Nottinghamshire.  There is a new logo and the concept behind the image shows 2 blades of grass under the sun forming a ‘rural figure’ which represents the work of the organization.  The company number, charity number, address telephone number, e-mail details remain the same.  The new name was launched in January 2008.

Source: Rural Community Action Nottinghamshire

£10 million boost for England’s Rural Community Councils

In December DEFRA announced that rural communities will benefit from funding of more than £10 million from April 2008.

The funding of nearly £3.5 million a year for the next 3 years will support Rural Community Councils (RCCs) across England, in their work to ensure that the needs of rural communities are understood and addressed at the local, regional and national levels.

Discussions with Action with Communities in Rural England (ACRE), the national umbrella body for RCCs, will start soon on how the funding will be spent most effectively.

This is the first time that Defra has awarded a single, simplified grant to the Rural Community Councils network.  The funding will give the network more flexibility to respond to local needs, to plan for the long term and achieve even more for their money.  The Government is committed to ensuring that rural needs are represented across government policy and the public sector.

Source: DEFRA

Continuing Professional Development Project

Since September 2005, Nottinghamshire County Council has hosted the county's continuing professional development (CPD) Project on behalf of the Nottinghamshire Skills for Life Partnership. Funded externally through European Social Fund (ESF) and Learning and Skills Council (LSC) co-financing, it has enabled over 20 organisations to improve their literacy, numeracy and language provision to adults through teacher training, networking events, a dedicated website and access to resources.

In December 2007, the highly-valued CPD Project officially ended. Results from its independent evaluation found it to have been 'exceptional' offering excellent value for money and over-achieving on targets by 75%. If a regional ESF bid is successful this year, Nottinghamshire's voluntary sector umbrella organisation, Enable, will host future Skills for Life CPD activity starting June 2008 until December 2010 and build on the good work already started.

Contact: Geoff George on 0115 977 2046 

That Friday Feeling

The Turbine Business Innovation Centre, Shireoaks Business Park, Worksop, in association with EAF International and Virtual Administration, are pleased to announce a series of inspirational seminars taking place from January to June 2008. Called “That Fabulous Friday Feeling” the Turbine is pleased to invite business people and individuals from around the region (North Nottinghamshire, South Yorkshire and North East Derbyshire) to join them for a relaxed networking experience with a light hearted but serious central theme.

Each Friday event features renowned business coach and inspirational speaker Dan Terry, from EAF International, who will give a keynote presentation at each event on a variety of topics specially selected to help you get more out of your business relationships. The first event will focus on improving your memory.

Does your memory ever let you down? If it does (and most people’s do) you need to make sure you come along to find out how you can easily remember names, dates, appointments, and anything else that could make the difference between winning or loosing customers. Without customers, our businesses fail, so this could be the best event you attend this year!

 

Events will start at 9.00 am where there will be an hour’s open networking session with a small trade exhibition, followed by the keynote presentation at 10 am.  Event will officially finish at 12 noon, but delegates are welcome to continue networking, and the Turbine’s fantastic café/bistro will also be open for anyone wishing to have lunch before setting off home.

Future events will run each month, and will cover topics including:

 7 March – how to improve your selling skills

11 April – how to build rapport with customers

16 May – a fascinating taster session in NLP (neuro-linguistic programming)

13 June – beliefs and body language.

Full details will be sent out 2-3 weeks before each event.

 

We expect these events to be popular, so don’t leave it too late to book your place.  Please e-mail tracey@virtual-administration.com or call 0870 896 5217 or ring the Turbine direct on 01909 512100 to book your place or for more information. The cost of attendance is only £10 which includes light refreshments during the morning and is payable in advance.  There are also a very limited number of exhibition stand spaces available, at a cost of £40 which includes a table and 2 tickets to the event.

Bassetlaw Parishes Sign-Up
Parishes from across Bassetlaw are signing up to the recently launched Bassetlaw Parish Charter.

Various written agreements between some local (Parish) Councils and principal (District and County) authorities have existed for over a decade.  These agreements can be called concordats, codes of practice, partnership agreements or charters.  They set out ways in which the two tiers of government exchange information, consult, work and negotiate with each other.  The Quality Parish and Town Council Scheme has given a further impetus to the development of Charters.  Under the Quality Scheme, Councils that gain Quality Status can benefit from Charters that set out additional benefits and responsibilities for Quality Councils.  A Model Charter was set out in the Scheme.

One of Bassetlaw District Council’s Scrutiny Panels examined the possible development of a Parish Charter within the District, especially as three Bassetlaw Parishes have already gained Quality Status.  The Scrutiny panel received input from the Bassetlaw NALC Branch and Lynda Ogilvie the County Secretary.

The positive elements of a charter were seen to be:

· If a Charter is accepted and understood by members and Officers in both tiers, it becomes a benchmark by which they are held to account

· Charters are a means of communicating expectations to Council staff in all tiers

· They help Parish Clerks to be clear about obligations, responsibilities and what they should expect from the principal authority.

Further consultation was undertaken with the Parish Council Liaison Group and a draft was sent to all parishes.  The Charter will be kept under review by the district Council and it is possible a County wide version may appear at a later date.

For more information on the Charter, please contact Steve Brown, Support Services, Bassetlaw District Council on 01777 713767 or e-mail steve.brown@bassetlaw.gov.uk 

North East Bassetlaw Forum

The North East Bassetlaw Forum (NEBF) was formed in 2004 with representatives from Parish Councils and community groups from Misterton, West Stockwith, Gringley-on-the-Hill, Everton, Beckingham and Walkeringham.  Since that time Misson and Mattersey have joined.
 The aims of the Forum are to:
encourage greater involvement in issues that affect them

identify specific issues and develop local responses

provide a forum for service providers to gain closer contact with residents and local organisations

articulate the needs of the area.

The Forum received financial and officer support from both Bassetlaw District Council and the County Council.  The County Councillor and District Councillors attend Forum meetings.

Since 2004 the Forum has met on a quarterly basis and its key activities have included: Crime and Community Safety, Affordable Housing, Robin Hood Airport, Transport, Membership/Meetings, Regional Development Plan. 

Bassetlaw District Council has recently confirmed its ongoing commitment to the North East Forum.  The District will also support the development of other Forums in the rural areas where there is willingness amongst Parishes to work together at a wider level.

For further information contact Steve Brown, Support Services, Bassetlaw District Council  Tel 01777 713767, E-mail: steve.brown@bassetlaw.gov.uk

Victim Support Nottingham

Olwen Edwards has recently taken up the post of Chief Officer for Victim Support Nottinghamshire (VSN).  Chris Wade the former CEO, has moved onto a Victim Support Regional Managers post for the South East region. Additionally along with 78 sister organisations VSN will be merging to become part of the national VS organisation at the end of April 2008.

In 2006 the Young Witness Service won a Criminal Justice Award and the manager of the Young Witness Service won an individual Outstanding Care for Witnesses Criminal Justice Award for the service in November 2007.  The award was presented by Baroness Scotland. 

Contact Olwen Edwards, Chief Officer, Victim Support Nottinghamshire

Tel 0115 852 3507 or 07793 624159

East Midlands Parkway

Passengers across the East Midlands will soon be benefiting from more choice in how they travel after Network Rail kicked off the construction of the new East Midlands Parkway station in December.  The £25m project, primarily funded by Network Rail with a contribution of almost £1 million from East Midlands Development Agency (emda), will see a brand new station constructed near junction 24 of the M1 at Ratcliffe-on-Soar. 

Dyan Crowther, Network Rail Route Director said:  “The investment we are putting into East Midlands Parkway signifies our commitment to improving the East Midlands rail network.  Parkway will be a world class station which will provide real choices for passengers from across the region, and tempt motorists from the nearby M1 to try a greener form of travel.  As well as connections to London and all of the major regional centres the station will provide easy access to the nearby Nottingham East Midlands Airport.”

East Midlands Parkway will open in December 2008 and will be situated just off the A453 at Ratcliffe-on-Soar, 1 mile from the M1.  It will include 4 platforms, step free access, a station building with ticket office and other facilities, staffed and managed by East Midlands Trains as well as 850 car parking spaces. 

East Midlands Trains Managing Director, Tim Shoveller added: “We’re really pleased that building of the station is now underway. When it opens next year, East Midlands Parkway will be an example of a high quality, accessible station and we’re eager to play our part in delivering a first class station and service for our passengers. Our enhanced timetable will provide the station with fast, easy links to London, Nottingham and Leicester, with onward connections to many more destinations.  We’re hoping that more people will be persuaded to leave the car behind and take the train!”

Anthony Payne, emda’s Land and Development Director, commented: “The Regional Economic Strategy emphasises good transport connectivity as the basis of a successful economy and flourishing region.  That’s why emda has invested in East Midlands Parkway and we’re pleased to hear that construction of the station is now underway and is on track for completion by the end of next year.” 

Retford Town and Hospital gets Improved Bus Service

Retford hospital has recently undergone a major development to become a future “one stop shop” for patients.  In response, the County Council, in partnership with the PCT and local bus operator, Stagecoach East Midlands, has worked together to ensure local people have improved access to the new facility. The PCT have agreed to fund the bus service for three years.  Stagecoach has responded with brand new low floor buses with unique branding and regular drivers, offering a half hourly service from Retford Bus Station to and from the hospital. The County Council is upgrading all the bus infrastructure in the area and installing raised kerbing for easy access on and off the buses. 

As well as bus service improvements to the hospital, the new timetable will mean that residents living on Hallcroft and Ordsall estates will also benefit from an improved bus service. The new service, launched on 4 January 2008 by Councillor Stella Smedley, started operating on 7 January 2008.

For further information contact Andy Buckland 0115 934 0726 or Lynne Adams on 977 4522
Dog ID chips

ID chipping their dog, Katie, has proved to be the best thing that dog owner Mrs Mel Johnson ever did as it has meant that she was reunited with her beloved pet after 6 months.  Broxtowe Borough Council’s Neighbourhood wardens were asked to collect the dog by the police after she spent the night in a shed.   Poor Katie had a skin complaint and very cold and did not have a collar or any other visible identification.  Once scanned however it was clear that the pet had been ID chipped and ‘Petlog’ enabled the warden to find the owner’s details.

A shocked but delighted owner told the warden that her pet had been stolen from a friend’s garden 6 months before in May 2007.  An overjoyed Mrs Johnson followed the warden to the vets where Katie’s sore neck, belly and feet were looked at.  The happy dog recognised her owner immediately at the reunion and after treatment for the skin sores and dermatitis, the dog and owner went home to be reunited with Mrs Johnson’s daughter Megan. 

Mrs Johnson said. “It seems like Katie has never been away and Megan has said it’s the best Christmas present ever.  I would recommend that everyone gets an ID chip for their pets as it’s the only guaranteed way that an animal can be identified if its lost or stolen”.

Broxtowe Borough Council offers a low cost ID chipping service which costs £10 for residents within Broxtowe Borough and £15 for those living outside the Borough.

It is a legal requirement for dogs to have an identity tag attached to a collar whilst it is in a public place. ID chipping is a permanent way of making sure a dog carries identification in the event of losing an identity tag. A scanning device reads the ID chips digital number and if a dog is picked up as a stray a quick phone call is made to establish ownership details and the animal will soon be home safe and reunited with their owner.  

Please call the Neighbourhood Warden dog control service on 0115 917 3691 for more information.
Validation of planning applications : consultation document

Parish Councils, along with other interested parties, are being consulted by the County Council on a new guidance note on the validation of planning applications. All Local Planning Authorities are now required to produce guidance on what information should accompany planning applications to ensure that they are “valid” and fit for purpose.  Drawing up this guidance is a central government requirement as part of a drive to make planning services quicker, more predictable and efficient. Once adopted, this guidance will apply to all minerals and waste applications, as well as those submitted by the County Council for its own development.

Our own draft guidance, which includes both national requirements and also locally defined information, has been approved by the Planning and Licensing Committee.  The consultation period will run from 21 January to 29 February 2008.  A copy of the full guidance note can be found on the planning pages of the County Council website at http://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/oe-planningmatters-newpage.htm.  Comments are invited and should be sent by email to: development.planning@nottscc.gov.uk

Please note that this guidance runs in parallel with new national standard planning application forms to be introduced early in April 2008.

Rural Cinema – Calling All Parish Councils/Village Hall Committees In Bassetlaw

Are you interested in promoting regular film events (including some of the latest cinema releases), to local audiences in your village hall/community centre?  Using sophisticated, but easy to operate, projection equipment, your venue could become part of the ‘Premiere’ rural cinema circuit currently operating in Bassetlaw.  If you would like to find out more contact either: Sue Beresford, Nottinghamshire County Council on 0115 977 4588 sue.beresford@nottscc.gov.uk or Andrea Roebuck, North Nottinghamshire Arena on 01909 480164 aroebuck@btconnect.com

How much love can your library offer? 
The fairytale romance all started with a pink heart and a big letter L.  It was so simple.  They were always meant to be together.  And to celebrate the match made in heaven all libraries in the County have pledged 11-16 February 2008 as Library Lover’s Week.

The week long campaign will see all County Libraries getting in the mood for romance with a wide range of events and activities for all ages including:

· Blind date – I dare you! Give into temptation and have a blind date with a book. You never know what mystery, fantasy or passion you might uncover

· Valentines pack – if you’re always in the doghouse on Valentine’s Day then here is the perfect solution to being the perfect romantic on this special day. Borrow your free love pack which includes a DVD, CD, poetry book, cookery book and free gift to help get you in the mood for love

· Love Library fun days – your library loves you! So come and have a day of excitement with the whole family and share the pleasures your local library has to offer.  Entertainers will be on hand along with activities, goodie bags and balloons

· Craft activities – includes making your own special valentine cards whether it’s for that special someone in your life or you just want to tell your Mum how much she’s loved

· Love poem perfection – find out how to create the perfect love poem at poetry sessions and what inspires romantic novelists

· A chance to ‘declare your love’ – say what you love about your library plus much, much more.

Also anyone who joins the library during Library Lover’s Week will be entered into a free prize draw to win some great prizes.  Library Lover’s Bookmarks and e-cards will be available, so help someone put a little love between those pages and pass onto friends and loved ones to encourage them to join and use the library.

For further information please contact your local library or telephone 0115 977 4401

Don’t get stumped looking for childcare

Wouldn’t it be great if you could call just one number and get a list of all registered childcare providers in your local area delivered to your door or direct to your email, for FREE?  Well you can!  From out of school clubs and childminders to day nurseries and pre schools, your local authority have dedicated teams who can give you all the information you need about registered childcare. 

You can also get information about the help available to pay for it such as Working Tax Credits and employer supported childcare vouchers.

Here’s a quick guide to what’s in your area.

Childminders

Registered childminders look after your child in their home along with other children.  Ideal if you need flexible care – such as before 8 am or after 6 pm.  

Childminders are registered and inspected by OfSTED for children up to 8 years old.

Crèches

Crèches provide care for children aged from six weeks to 5 years in sessions of less than two hours.  Ideal if you need a more casual arrangement while you get on with shopping, leisure or work.

Day nurseries/Nursery schools

Day nurseries provide full or part time care for children between the ages of 6 weeks and five years – and many will offer out-of-school care for 5-11 year olds.  Your day nursery may be run by community volunteers, or a private company.

Opening times are usually between 8 am and 7 pm Monday to Friday.  Ideal if you’d like your child to interact with lots of other children and adults.

Out of School Clubs

Out of school clubs provide before and after school care as well as care during school holidays.  If you’re looking for a way to bridge the awkward gap between school and work hours this may be an affordable option.   

Pre-schools and playgroups

Pre-schools and playgroups offer shorter sessions of care and learning for 3 to 5 year olds.  Sometimes operated by community volunteers and parents, they can be a great way to supplement your home or childminder routine.  

Sure Start Children’s Centres

Sure Start Children’s Centres provide a range of accessible and flexible services for families and children from pregnancy until the age of five.  They’re funded by the government and provide health, education and family support services.

Early years education places for 3/4 year olds

If your child is three in September, October, November or December, they are entitled to a funded early years education place from the start of the Spring term.

Early years education places are funded by the Government and entitle your child to 12 ½ hours of free early education, each week, over 38 weeks of the year.

Research suggests that children accessing high quality early years provision are more independent and sociable when they start school.

Choosing childcare checklist …

Ask to see staff qualifications

Is the environment safe and secure?

What’s on the lunch and snack menu?  

Who supervises and how?  

How many staff are there to children?


Is the equipment creative, varied and high quality? 

Are the toilets clean and appropriate for children?

What happens in case of an emergency? 

Ask to see the OfSTED inspection 

For more information and advice if you live in Nottinghamshire, call Nottinghamshire County Council’s Children’s Information Service on 0800 781 2168  or visit www.childcarelink.gov.uk/notts

Classic Sounds for Spring …

… and the chance to hear great orchestras for just a fiver!

It’s full speed ahead for the Nottingham Classics’ 2007-8 season in March and April when three great orchestras will be filling the Royal Concert Hall, Nottingham with a glorious noise.

First up is the Warsaw Philharmonic Orchestra on Tuesday 11 March with a powerful programme of Russian and Czech classics. Poland’s leading orchestra will be performing Tchaikovsky’s passionate overture, Romeo and Juliet, and is joined by the Young Polish violinist, Kuba Jakowicz, for Dvořák’s Violin Concerto.  A gripping finale is provided by Shostakovich’s heroic fifth Symphony.

Manchester’s Hallé orchestra has been Nottingham Classics’ resident orchestra for the last six seasons and this year it’s celebrating its 150th birthday. The orchestra is really riding high these days, winning numerous awards and enjoying stunning reviews. You can hear for yourself on Friday 11 April when it performs music by Dvořák, Elgar and Tchaikovsky under the brilliant young conductor, Rory MacDonald. Elgar’s poignant cello concerto never fails to pull at the heartstrings and on this occasion it’s performed by the phenomenal German Cellist, Alban Gerhardt, who’s been taking concert halls by storm. And speaking of storms, Tchaikovsky’s Fourth Symphony is a true tornado of the orchestral world that’s sure to blow you away.

A hard act to follow, perhaps? The Royal Philharmonic Orchestra does just that when it returns to Nottingham on Thursday 24 April. The great American conductor, Leonard Slatkin, wields the baton in Elgar’s glorious Cockaigne Overture and Holst’s widescreen spectacular, The Planets. Joining the RPO for Prokofiev’s punchy 2nd Violin Concerto is the stunning young virtuoso, So-Ock Kim.

For details of these, and all other concerts in the 2007-8 season visit the Nottingham Classics website at www.nottinghamclassics.org.uk, which now features music and video clips of all the music in the season so that you can get to know the music on offer. Tickets for all concerts are £9 - £30 and you can buy them from the box office on 0115 989 5555.

Special Ticket Offer to Classical First-timers

If you’ve never felt the thrill of a live orchestral concert before, then now’s your chance. Nottingham Classics is offering the opportunity to hear either the Hallé concert on 11 April or the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra concert on 24 April for just £5.  Just call Neil Bennison on 0115 977 3548 to claim your ticket voucher.

Training

Hockerton Housing Project run events from Practicalities of Delivering a Zero Carbon home to Sustainable Community Workshops as well as standard tours.  For more information go to http://www.hockertonhousingproject.org.uk/SEFS/ID.791/SEFE/ViewItem.asp to book a your place.

Bassetlaw CVS run training covering a wide range of events and courses of interest to the community from first aid to leadership, management and recruiting.  For more information and up to date list of courses please go to http://bcvs.org.uk/events/ to book your place.

New Broxtowe Borough Leisure Card

A new Leisure Card has been introduced by Broxtowe Borough Council at all its 4 leisure centres at Eastwood, Chilwell, Kimberley and Bramcote.  The card will enable users to benefit from up to 80% discount on leisure activities, priority 7-day booking on the telephone and online, pay when you attend and advance notice of activities, promotions and events.

Although the scheme is already in operation the card is free to all applicants until 1 May 2008 but after that date a charge will be introduced of £5.00 for non Broxtowe Borough Council residents and £2.00 for a resident. 

Anyone can apply for the Broxtowe Leisure Card by simply completing an application form, which will be available at the four Leisure Centres, the Council Offices and Cash Offices after Christmas.  There will be even greater benefits for people who qualify for the Broxtowe Concessionary Leisure Card.

More exciting news for swimmers under 5 years of age, from 21 January 2008 as the council is offering FREE swimming at Bramcote and Kimberley Leisure Centres.

Gypsy Traveller Community

I am the wife of a Romany Gypsy man, a complete gentleman who is the head of his house and the keystone to our extended family.  Where we live is very close to an affluent area in Newark and Sherwood, I live down a Gypsy Lane where many of you would never venture.  I want to take you on a trip down our lane and tell you what you may find there.

Come down my lane and you will find women cleaning, going about their business, smiling children by the trailers, washing blowing in the wind and a real strong sense of family belonging.  We have a strong sense of community; I want people to know about our culture.  Family is very important to us and family means family forever.  We have low divorce rates and we don’t believe in children being born out of wedlock and in our culture we always address family members in what we view as the proper manner, with a title of Aunt or Uncle.  We have a strong moral code in our culture which informs how we are expected to lead our lives and we never stop loving our children even when they’re grown. 

It may not be pretty where we live and often our conditions are quite basic but we make the best of where we live and our homes are always immaculate.  It’s not true that we are dirty and filthy; we are very clean and extra vigilant to make up for the poor conditions we are sometimes forced to live in. 

We do get the odd trouble maker and it saddens me to see people doing wrong by others.  I imagine every community feels the same when they get a bad apple, but it does feel a shame to throw out the whole bag.  There are those that don’t abide by the law but we’re not all criminals.  I am always confused that in our multicultural society, the traditions of the Roma Gypsy are so misunderstood and articles in the paper reflect badly on the whole community.  We do not all deserve to be tarred with the same brush.

I want you to know I am just like you, I pay my TV licence, my tax, my insurance and all my bills.  I have respect for the law and I am not a social scrounger.  The only difference between us is that I belong to a culture that is my own, I eat the same food as you, I have the same worries and fears as you and at the end of the day we all bleed red.

Anon 
Proposals to strengthen visitor visas

New proposals to ensure visitors to the UK comply with the conditions of their visa were announced by the Home Office in a consultation published in December for 12 weeks until 10 March 2008.

The consultation document seeks views on proposals which include:

people putting up a financial deposit to ensure any foreign national family members return home following their visit from overseas

reducing the length of time a tourist can stay in the UK from six to three months

creating a specific business and specialist visa and

creating a specific visa for one-off events such as the Olympics.

The consultation was launched as the Government announced that over one million fingerprints have now been collected from overseas foreign nationals applying to come to the UK as part of its biometrics visas programme.
Immigration Minister Liam Byrne said: "Tougher checks abroad mean we keep risky people out.  By next spring we'll check everyone's fingerprints when they apply for a visa; now we're proposing a financial guarantee as well - not for everyone, but where we think there's a risk.  "Our aim is to make the system both more secure, but also to ensure that we maintain the UK's position as a destination of choice for tourists.  In 2006, people from overseas spent £15.4 billion in the UK with the tourism industry employing 1.4 million people."  So far visa applicants in more than 120 countries worldwide are required to provide fingerprints if they want to visit the UK for work, study or tourism. Biometric checks have identified over 10,000 visa applicants who have previously been fingerprinted in the UK in connection with immigration cases or asylum applications.
From spring 2008 the aim is for the biometric programme to be extended to all visa applicants globally.

The visitor consultation proposals build on proposed new penalties on employers of illegal immigrants and a licensing system for any employer or college wishing to recruit from outside the EU. Together these form part of a series of changes the Border and Immigration Agency (BIA) are introducing over the next 12 months including:

· an Australian style points based system for managing migration

· a unified border force bringing together the Border and Immigration Agency, Customs and UK Visas providing a tougher, highly visible policing presence at Britain's ports and airports; and

· compulsory ID cards for foreign nationals allowing us to know who is here and what they are entitled to.

Taken together, these measures are the biggest shake-up of the immigration system in its history. They will allow the UK to continue to reap the benefits of migration, while also preventing abuse of the system.

The results of the consultation will be published within 3 months of the deadline for responses.  It can be found at http://www.bia.homeoffice.gov.uk 

Beeston Rylands Improvement Scheme

A £175,000 scheme to improve the towpaths and river paths in Beeston Rylands began on Monday 7 January 2008.

The path which links Beeston Canal to the River Trent at Beeston Rylands will be widened and enhancements will be made to the walking facilities around Beeston Marina.  Some footpaths will be temporarily closed and the public will be informed of alternative routes on site. 

County Council have contacted residents and landowners affected by the work and provided them with information about the scheme which will be completed in March 2008.

Nottingham City Council will be further enhancing a mile long stretch of The Big Track - which is a ten mile towpath loop which starts at Beeston Canal, runs through Wilford and returns to Beeston Canal.

This path will be widened so it can be better accessed by people with mobility difficulties and improved signage and access points will be created for walkers.  This work will be carried out in two stages during the course of the year.

Gary Wood, Service Manager for Highways at Nottinghamshire County Council, said: "The earlier phases of work on the Big Track have been a great success.  Surveys have shown that enhancements to the towpath from Beeston Rylands to Nottingham City Centre in 2006 led to a 25 per cent increase in usage along the route. It is thought that these next stages of improvements will further enhance this leisure network for local people." 

The scheme has been funded by Nottinghamshire County Council, Nottingham City Council, Broxtowe Borough Council, East Midlands Development Agency, the Greater Nottingham Partnership, and British Waterways.

For further information please telephone the Nottinghamshire County Council Cycling and Walking Officer on 0115 977 4585 or by e-mail urban.cycling@nottscc.gov.uk 

For queries regarding site access or construction issues please contact Nottinghamshire County Council Highways on 01636 674300 

Brierley Forest Park

Parents and Toddlers from Surestart Huthwaite spent a day at Brierley Forest Park, in the Greenwood Community Forest, jumping in puddles and looking for creatures and enjoying a generally watery day on 23 January.  The 20 tots, from Huthwaite and Sutton, also produced craft items based on small creatures and looked for patterns in the artwork at the visitor centre. They also took part in the workshop, which was organised by the Greenwood Community Forest Team on behalf of partners Ashfield District Council. The aim was to get the children to have fun while learning about the park and the creatures that live there.

Brierley Forest Park has been developed over the past 12 years and 100,000 trees have been planted altogether since then. Other improvements have included the introduction of a wildflower meadow sown with native species, and wetland areas created.  Surestart have taken part in many activities at the park including planting bluebell bulbs and tree dressing.  Gill Grievson, Community Liaison Officer for Greenwood, said: “It is important that we include very small children in any education projects we have at Brierley Forest Park. The children had lots of fun and got quite wet but the positive experience will be remembered for a while to come.” 

Ashfield District Council’s Education Ranger, Ann Barker, said: “Brierley Forest Park, along with the many other parks in Ashfield, are fantastic outdoor classrooms. We will soon be launching our new education resource for Brierley Forest and already have a physical activity education pack for Kings Mill Reservoir, so that schools can visit and link outdoor activities to the curriculum.”

For further information contact Gill Grievson on 01623 758231 or 07740 845 574. 

Green-fingered pupils give helping hand to Nuthall Conservation

Green-fingered pupils from Larkfields Junior School and Mornington Primary School in Nuthall helped to plant a hedge to benefit wildlife along Lime Tree Walk on Nottingham Road (B600) on Wednesday 16 January 2007.

They helped experts to plant a wildlife hedge being installed by British Hardwood Trees to attract and provide valuable habitat for an abundance of animals including voles, field mice, birds, hedgehogs and insects. 

Previously pupils from Larksfield Junior School and Mornington Primary School teamed up with Larkfields Infant School and Horsendale Primary School, to plant over 1000 wildflowers along the grass verge of the road near Nuthall Island.

The scheme has been funded by the Nottinghamshire County Council Building Better Communities initiative. The final stage has cost £2,000 and will improve the verge's appearance and help encourage wildlife to the area.

Local County Councillor Philip Owen said: "Every school that has taken part in this wildlife community improvement scheme should be proud of itself because all this work has made a significant difference in the area.  We have had a very colourful display of wild meadow flowers on Lime Tree Walk and on a number of occasions I have seen people stop and photograph them. Now an abundance of wild animals and plants will be attracted to this area making it more diverse and richer for it."

Building Better Communities is a wide ranging five-year programme that will see £25 million invested in making the county a better place to live and work.

Nottinghamshire Listens 

THERE’S still time to join our citizens’ panel and have a real influence on the way we work.  

Nottinghamshire Listens is an 8,000-strong sounding board made up of 1,000 people in each of the seven districts and in the City of Nottingham too, who are taking part in surveys, focus groups or face-to-face interviews.   Panellists will share their views on our services, and tell the County Council and our partner organisations how they feel about different issues.   Results of the surveys and consultation are passed on to managers, senior officers and Councillors.

Questionnaires are being sent out to randomly selected households across the county so if you do receive a questionnaire and want to get involved please complete it, join the panel and help shape council decisions. 

Trowell Play Park

The newly refurbished Trowell Parish Hall Play Park re-opened to the public on Friday 25 January 2008.  The Parish Council has worked in partnership with Broxtowe Borough Council and the Broxtowe Play Partnership to secure funding from the Big Lottery Fund.

Following problems with vandalism the park had been closed and cleared of equipment for over a year.  The project, which has been a huge undertaking for the Parish Council, included the installation of security fencing and gates which encloses the entire site and enables the grounds to be closed overnight.  The park will be able to be used exclusively by members of the Trowell Youth Club on a Friday evening, as their Portacabin base is situated within the park grounds.

Local young people were involved and consulted at every stage of the project including suggestions for the equipment to be installed and also voting on the final designs submitted by 3 major contractors.

The chosen design was submitted by West Bridgford based Proludic and is aimed at tots to teens.  The new equipment includes swings, a multi-play unit, which facilitates sliding and various climbing activities.  But the most popular element by far is the installation of a single goal end which includes a tarmac pad, football goalmouth and basketball hoop.

The Parish Council is delighted with the success in obtaining funding for the scheme which hopefully will provide huge benefits to the young people of Trowell – designed by them, for them.

The final cost of the project is £51,500, with the Big Lottery Fund providing £43,000, the remainder has been funded by the Parish Council and grants received through the Parish’s current County Council representative, Councillor Ken Rigby and his predecessor, Councillor Richard Robinson.

The Parish Clerk would like to take this opportunity to thank the Trowell Parish Councillors, Mr Tim Crawford of Broxtowe Borough Council, the Broxtowe Play Partnership, the young people of Trowell and of course the Big Lottery Fund for all their help and support in bringing this 2 year project to fruition.

The Big Lottery Fund distributes half of all National Lottery good causes funding across the UK.  The fund aims to enable others to make real improvements to the lives of disadvantaged people and the wellbeing of communities, through fair and open funding of people, projects and programmes.

Representatives of all the organisations involved in the project were invited to attend, including children from the Trowell Church of England Primary School.

Contact: Trowell Parish Council Clerk: Alison Mitchell on 0115 973 0713

Show us your pics! Capturing the Best of Notts

This January saw the launch of a new online photo sharing group for Nottinghamshire – Best of Notts Countryside, www.flickr.com/groups/bestofnotts.  Already growing strong Best of Notts Countryside showcases some of the best countryside landscapes on offer in the County - taken by Nottinghamshire locals.  You can view it at www.flickr.com/groups/bestofnotts, or create your own Flickr photo sharing account and add your own pictures of your corner of the county. 

Remember to bookmark the group and check back regularly for new pictures of Nottinghamshire as the year progresses. Look out for picture competitions and discussions on the site in the future. You can also check out photos from the Countryside Access team on Flickr www.flickr.com/photos/countrysideaccessnotts

Parish Paths Partnership Updates

River Soar Route High and Dry

More people can enjoy a beautiful walk along the Soar in Sutton Bonington now stiles have been replaced with kissing gates as part of the Parish Paths Partnership Scheme.  The old stiles were falling into disrepair and were located between the river and the flood bank.  This meant that they were not always accessible when the water level of the river was high. The Countryside Access team gained consent from the Environment Agency and arranged to install kissing gates on top of the flood bank.

 Photo of new kissing gate (right) Photo of stile (below) on linking path illustrating the reason why the gate work was carried out.

BTCV Blitz Blidworth

The Nottinghamshire branch of conservation volunteers trust, the BTCV, held several volunteer task days in Blidworth during the summer.  The main focus of the work was to remove unnecessary stiles to leave gaps and to replace stiles in livestock areas with gates.  We are grateful for their contribution and look forward to setting up some task days in another P3 parish during 2008. 

Survey Time

Well, not quite yet.  We intend to send out new survey packs to all P3 Parishes in February to give Path Wardens (their grandchildren, pets and any other willing volunteers) plenty of time to walk the paths in their parish.  This also means that you will have more time to complete your annual grant applications and get them into us by June.

Training Events

We will be holding the following training events:

March – How to Carry out a Full Parish Survey 

April – How to Organise and Run Minor Maintenance Tasks

P3 parishes will be contacted shortly with full details.

Volunteers come together to repair ancient byway surface

Ancient green lane, and byway, Longhedge Lane, Flintham was given a face life by volunteers just before Christmas.  The badly rutted lane had previously been cause for complaint, until volunteers from the Green Lane Association (GLASS) came together with volunteers from the Trail Riders Fellowship (TRF) to improve the surface for the benefit of everyone, including those who happened to pass by that day; ramblers, quadbikers, dog walkers and horse riders!  The volunteers from Nottinghamshire and our neighbouring counties filled in the ruts with crushed stone, provided by Nottinghamshire County Council. New byway signposts also went up on the day.  More work is planned to improve the byway in the new year - this time bringing in machinery to do the grunt work!

Welcome to the following parish clerks:

Miss S Ball, Awsworth Parish Council

Mrs K Stephenson, Kimberley Town Council

Mr C Hollands, Clayworth and Elkesley Parish Councils

Mr D Langmead, North Leverton with Habblesthorpe

Mrs A Dennison, Thorney Parish Council

Mrs J Kirk, Headon cum Upton, Grove and Stokeham

Mrs K Daw, Orston Parish Council

Mrs M Annable, Ranskill Parish Council

Mrs R Waterhouse, Markham Clinton Parish Council
--------o0o--------

Nottinghamshire Archives Programme of Events - February to April 2008

Tracing your family history has never been more popular.  To help first-timers a series of early evening sessions are being held for beginners on basic family history sources.  So, why not give them a try?

All events are from 5.30 pm to 6.30 pm at a cost of £3.00 each.  Prior booking is essential:
18 February - Registration (Civil and Parish)

   25 February - Census returns

     3 March - Family History and the Internet

   10 March - Probate Records

   17 March - ‘Digging Deeper’
--------o0o--------

Discover Old Broad Marsh and Narrow Marsh - Saturday 1 March 2008 - 10.30 am to 12.30 pm 

This is a morning workshop that will provide a unique opportunity to discover the historical development, landscape changes and ‘inner life’ of this fascinating part of Nottingham. There will be two sessions …

1
Exploring The Marshes with Chris Weir


Tea/coffee

2      Characters of The Marshes with ‘The Storytellers of Nottingham’

This workshop is based on Nottinghamshire County Council’s recent publication ‘Turning Back the Pages of Old Broad Marsh and Narrow Marsh’.

--------o0o--------

Exhibition

 ‘WHEELS OF FORTUNE’ - THE STORY OF RALEIGH CYCLES OF NOTTINGHAM

 12 April-3 August 2008 at the Weston Gallery, University Park, Nottingham

Raleigh cycles grew from a small workshop on Raleigh street to a global empire based on innovative designs like the ‘All-Steel Bicycle’ and in more recent years the BMX and the ‘Chopper’. This new exhibition uses archive posters, catalogues and photographs to feature the company’s development, bicycle innovations and staff welfare activities.  The exhibition is curated by the Archives service In association with the University of Nottingham Manuscripts and Special Collections Department.

For general information about Nottinghamshire Archives you can telephone 0115 958 1634 or view the website at www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/archives.  For bookings please telephone or e-mail us at archives@nottscc.gov.uk to check if spaces are available for a particular event.  Payment for all sessions is in advance and non-refundable.  We regret that credit card payments are not possible.

--------o0o--------

Tear- off Booking Slip: Family History Hour/Discover Broad Marsh
Prior booking is essential. Please telephone first on 0115 958 1634 to check if a space is available.  The booking details below can then be completed and the slip posted, along with a cheque for the appropriate amount (payable to Nottinghamshire County Council) to Nottinghamshire Archives, Castle Meadow Road, Nottingham NG2 1AG

PAYMENT IS NON-REFUNDABLE.  Please tick attendance as below:

Registration     Census Returns     Family History and The Internet     

Probate          Digging Deeper      or ALL SESSIONS (£13 total)        

 Discover The Marshes   

 Name………………………………………………………………………………

 Address……………………………………...Telephone No…………………...
Parish websites:

Aslockton: www.aslockton.org

Barton in Fabis: www.bartoninfabispc.org.uk

Beckingham cum Saundby: beckingham-northnotts.org.uk 

Bingham: www.bingham-tc.gov.uk*

Blyth: www.blythvillage.co.uk

Calverton: www.calvertonpc.fsnet.co.uk

Colwick: www.colwickpc.org.uk

Cotgrave: www.cotgrave-tc.gov.uk*

Eakring: www.eakring.org

East Bridgford: www.eastbridgford.com

East Leake: www.east-leake.gov.uk*

Eastwood: www.eastwood-town-council.org.uk*

Everton: www.evertonvillage.org.uk*

Farndon: www.newark-sherwooddc.gov.uk/pp/gold/ viewGold.asp?IDType+Page&ID=9617**

Gotham: www.gothamvillage.org.uk

Granby cum Sutton: www.parish.council.freeuk.com

Greasley: www.greasleypc.co.uk

Gringley on the Hill: www.gringleyvillage.org.uk*

Harby: http://www.newark-sherwooddc.gov.uk/harby

Holme Pierrepont and Gamston: www.holmepierrepontandgamstonpc.org.uk

Hoveringham: www.hoveringham.org.uk

Keyworth: www.keyworthparishcouncil.org.uk

Kinoulton: www.kinoulton.com
Kimberley: www.kimberley-online.org.uk/4724.html

Langar cum Barnstone: www.theparishcouncil.org

Laneham: www.laneham.org.uk

Linby:  www.linby.org 

Mattersey: www.matterseypc.org.uk

Misterton: www.misterton-notts-pc.gov.uk*

Newark: www.newark.gov.uk

Newstead: www.newsteadvillage.org

Normanton on Soar: www.normanton-on-soar.co.uk*

Nuthall: www.nuthallparishcouncil.co.uk 

Orston: www.orstonparish.co.uk
Oxton: www.oxtonpc.org.uk

Papplewick: www.papplewick.org

Radcliffe on Trent:  www.rotpc.com*

Ranskill: www.ranskill.org.uk

Ravenshead: www.ravensheadparishcouncil.org.uk

Rhodesia: www.uk.geocities/com/b.quarrington@btinternet.com

South Leverton: geocities.com/slevnotts_webmast

Southwell: www.southwell-tc.gov.uk 

Stanton on the Wolds: www.stantononthewoldsparishcouncil.gov.uk

Stapleford: http://www.stapleford-notts.co.uk/town%20council.htm

Sturton le Steeple: sturton-le-steeple.org.uk
Sutton Bonington: www.suttonbonington.org

Tollerton: www.tollerton.org

Trowell: www.trowell.org.uk

Warsop: www.warsop.web.co.uk

Woodborough:www.woodboroughpc.org.uk

Wysall: www.wysall.com

* Denotes Quality Parish Council status

** Several parishes have a website through Newark and Sherwood District Council’s website as Farndon above
City and County websites/Tel Numbers:

www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk    0115 915 5555

www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk  0115 982 3823

District Council websites:

www.ashfield-dc.gov.uk

www.bassetlaw.gov.uk

www.broxtowe.gov.uk

www.gedling.gov.uk

www.mansfield.gov.uk

www.newark-sherwooddc.gov.uk

www.rushcliffe.gov.uk

Other useful websites:

www.naturalengland.org.uk

www.defra.gov.uk
www.emda.org.uk
www.environment-agency.gov.uk

www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/youthzone

Government News: www.number10.gov.uk

Communities and local government www.communities.gov.uk
National Association of Local Councils: www.nalc.gov.uk/
Direct Gov: www.direct.gov.uk/

Useful Telephone Numbers:

County Council Waste hotline:
0115 977 1019

Crimestoppers: 
0800 555 111 

Domestic Violence: 
0808 800 0340

Floodline: 
0845 988 1188

Report Racial Abuse:
0800 085 8511

Smell Gas?
0800 111 999

Victim Support: 
0115 852 3506

Nottinghamshire Association 

of Local Councils:


01636 816890

Rural Community Action 

Nottinghamshire (formerly 

Notts Rural Community Council): 
01623 727600

District Council Telephone Numbers:

Ashfield:
01623 450000

Bassetlaw:
01909 533533

Broxtowe:
0115 917 7777

Mansfield:
01623 463463

Gedling:
0115 901 3901

Newark and Sherwood:

01636 650000

Rushcliffe:
0115 981 9911

Your District Council Contacts:

Ashfield District Council

Public Relations

01623 457004

Bassetlaw District Council

Public Relations 

01909 533726

Broxtowe Borough Council

Public Relations

0115 917 3743

Gedling Borough Council

Public Relations

0115 901 3801

Mansfield District Council

Public Relations

01623 463021

Newark and Sherwood District Council

Public Relations 

01636 655255

Rushcliffe Borough Council

Public Relations

0115 914 8555

Your Newsletter

This newsletter is sent to Town and Parish Councils/Meetings, for distribution.  Names and addresses are held on a database.  

I want mail to get to the right people without delay so please help by informing me of any changes as it is my responsibility to inform others within the authority who mail out to parish councils.  

Parish contact details, the Code of Practice and this newsletter are on the authority's website at www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/parishcouncils.htm

Please contact me if you have: 

Changes of Parish Clerks details

Articles for Countylink
information of an event during March and April and May 2008 in your parish

requests for extra copies of Countylink

information/links/photographs you would like to add to your details on the Nottinghamshire County Council’s website.

Barbara Worrall

Contacting us:

Post:
Barbara Worrall, Strategic Partnerships, Chief Executive’s Department Nottinghamshire County Council, County Hall, West Bridgford, Nottingham NG2 7QP

Phone:
0115 977 4085

Fax:

0115 977 3859

E-mail:
countylink@nottscc.gov.uk

Internet:
www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/parishcouncils.htm


www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/countylink.htm

Published: February 2008

This information is available in other formats

Deadline date for articles for the next issue is:

2 April 2008 
--------o0o--------

Around the County

Broxtowe Borough Council is celebrating after its Parks and Refuse Teams collected awards at the National Association of Public Service Excellence Awards (APSE), at Blackpool in December.  The Parks Team were runners up in the ‘Most Improved Performer’ for parks, open spaces and horticultural services.  This measures the Council’s performance against 75 other authorities, across a range of key areas including cost of delivery, customer satisfaction, environmental issues, play provision and quality of services.  The Refuse Team were finalists for the second year running in both the ‘Best Performance’ and ‘Most Improved Performer’ category.  Again, this measures the Council’s performance against 62 participating authorities with consideration given to such factors as the cost of service, recycling performance and levels of public consultation undertaken.  For further information please contact the Parks and Environment Manager 0115 917 3643 or the Waste and Recycling Manger on 0115 917 3055.

A legacy from a Bingham resident will go to help soldiers injured in Iraq and Afghanistan.  A sum of £100,000 was left to the Bingham branch of the Royal British Legion by the late Miss Marjorie Thompson who lived on Newgate Street in the town.  Branch president Mr Eric Sharp said the money would go to the running of two respite centres that help solidiers who have lost limbs.


The Trowell Festival Village Committee’s Annual Christmas Event 2007 raised a superb £235.91 for Treetops Hospice.

We’ve made it even easier for you to get in touch with us to report a problem with a right of way. You can now find a link to the online report form straight from the Nottinghamshire County Council’s homepage, just select it from the drop down box.  There are over 2,500 km of rights of way in Nottinghamshire, and just 5 officers working to keep them open for you to use, completely free.  We need your help, to be our eyes in the countryside, so we can keep on top of any problems.  So if you come across an obstruction or other problem when you’re out in the countryside, get in touch -www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk

A £25,000 environmental improvement scheme in Norwell has recently been completed for the benefit of the local community.  Parking bays have been created opposite Marston Cottages on Woodhouse Road in the village for residents and users of a nearby allotment site to use.  The scheme, funded by Nottinghamshire County Council's Building Better Communities (BBC), also includes improvements to kerbs near the School Lane junction on Main Street to tidy up the road edge and improve pedestrian safety.  BBC is a wide ranging five-year programme which will see £25 million invested in making the county a better place to live and work.

The extended Bingham centre of South Notts College is looking to expand with additional courses.  The centre, on Station Street, was confined to a computer room but has take over additional buildings next door and now offers courses including floral art, sign language, creative writing, hairdressing and beauty therapy.

College administrator Margaret Guery said 12 courses were on offer and it was hoped to offer more next year.  “It is important that young people in the area have somewhere they can do vocational training without having to go into Nottingham,” she added.  Marketing manager Chris Stephenson said: “With the refurbishment we have carried out the amount of space the college has to teach has doubled in size and there are much better facilities for school leavers who before have had to travel into town.  Now they have plenty of courses on their doorstep.”

All things ornithological took place at King’s Mill Reservoir at the end of January jointly hosted by the Friends of King’s Mill Reservoir, the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) and Ashfield’s Ranger Service.  Aimed at bird enthusiasts of all ages, the event gave expert insight into how to identify birds and the best ways of feeding garden birds.  There was also a guided walk around King’s Mill Reservoir to learn more about birds, other wildlife and the work done on the site, to find out about the work of RSPB, and learn what the Friends of Res do to help support the Ranger Service.  During the event, an hour was set aside to take part in the national Big Garden Birdwatch when garden birds were counted and results sent to the RSPB website.

Resurfacing work is taking place from Whatton Prison on the A52 to Elton Road Bridge from 21 January to 6 May 2008 with night time and weekend road closure and a 40 mph speed restriction.

Bingham’s Community Speedwatch group are on the look out for volunteers to operate the speed monitor unit.  The volunteers carryout speed checks in Bingham and their work has been praised by residents who have long campaigned to get speeds reduced.  Anyone interested is asked to contact the town council office in the first instance.  Names of volunteers are not released to the public.

Grants have been obtained to help with the second phase of repair work at St Margaret’s Church, Owthorpe.  The scheme is expected to cost £45,000 which will cover the repairs to stone walls and windows as well as improving the heating system and disabled access.  The church has received £10,000 from the Nottinghamshire Historic Churches Trust, £5,500 from the Historic Churches Preservation Trust and £2,000 from the Lady Hind Trust.  A fund-raising effort at an Italian evening raised nearly £600.

Look out for information about the new fitness gym, in which Broxtowe Borough Council has invested over £300,000, at Kimberley Leisure Centre.

Over 300 people recently attended the 3rd Annual Broxtowe Sports hosted by Broxtowe Borough Council and the Broxtowe School Sport Partnership where awards were presented to a range of local people and organisations for their contribution to sport in the borough.

Join Broxtowe Borough Council, Nottingham City Council and Lakeside Arts Centre for the 4th year to welcome the year of the Rat and celebrate new year events in spectacular Chinese style throughout February.

Nearly 500 replies have been received to a questionnaire which is being used as a basis for producing a plan for the future of Cropwell Bishop.  The Parish Plan is being produced by a steering group of  20 volunteers from the village. Chairman Tony Jarrow says the aim is to find ways of making Cropwell Bishop a better place to live. 

Broxtowe Borough Council’s 16th Annual Indigenous Art Exhibition returns to Durban House Heritage Centre between 8 and 15 March 2008.

Bingham and District Rotary Club will be sponsoring an art exhibition over the weekend March 22/23 at Grange Hall, Radcliffe.  Invitations have been sent to all the artists who have displayed paintings at past events but the club is anxious to attract newcomers and anyone interested can contact organise Jim Gostick on 011 933 3770.

Bingham Town Council has come out strongly against the idea of allowing vehicles to be parked on the Market Place next to the Butter Cross monument, which was a suggestion for easing parking congestion.

