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Harby is a small rural parish on the Nottinghamshire/Lincolnshire border with a 7-member Parish Council founded in May 1955. 

On 1 April 1958 Miss Rosamond Josephine Medley was appointed as Clerk to Harby Parish Council; she has now achieved the significant milestone of 50 years’ loyal service.  During her half century of service as clerk, Ros has worked with 37 different Parish Councillors and 9 different chairmen, bringing her invaluable and ever growing experience to council proceedings.

Apart from her great public service as Parish Clerk, Ros was awarded the Imperial Service Medal in October 2003 in recognition of her meritorious service in the Civil Service with The Ministry of Agriculture, MAFF and latterly DEFRA, before retiring in 2005.

Harby Parish Council Chairman, Richard Croft said “Ros was Clerk to Harby Parish Council before I was even born, her knowledge of council proceedings is invaluable and irreplaceable, quite simply, she knows everything as she’s been clerk through all of it.  The minute books for the last 50 years bear witness to her remarkable achievement, they are all in her handwriting and I suspect she can recall every word if required.”
Powers to Create Parish Councils confirmed

Local councils will be able to create new town and parish councils without seeking approval from the Secretary of State from February 2008, Local Government Minister John Healey MP has confirmed.  The shift delivers a key element of the Government's drive to devolve more power and decision making to councils.

In setting up new councils local authorities must consult local people and ensure that any change reflects the identities and interests of the community it represents and that it will be able to deliver effective and convenient local government.  Ensuring that the interests of communities are reflected will mean councils should ensure the creation of any parish council is not detrimental to community cohesion.

The number of people who can be represented by parish meetings rather than a full council has also been increased from 200 to 999 electors, recognising the fact that the widely varying sizes of parish councils calls for a greater degree of flexibility in choosing the right style of governance.

An Order commencing the new powers has been laid in Parliament and new guidance to councils on these powers will be published shortly.

New Parish Council

A new Parish Council has been established, namely Fernwood Parish Council which was originally part of Balderton Electoral Division.  Elections will take place on 1 May 2008.

______________________________________________
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Over 50’s in Nottinghamshire have a wealth of opportunities available to them, but aren’t always able to easily find out about what’s going on in their local area.

www.notts50plus.co.uk is set to change that by providing information on services and activities aimed at encouraging older people to stay active, independent and involved in their local community.

Whatever you want to find out about, we have the most local and relevant information across the county, and we can tell you exactly what’s available where you live.  We provide contact details and other useful information in an easy-to-use format so that you don’t have to be a computer expert to find what you’re looking for.

Contact Rebecca Batterham on 0115 977 4233 or email rebecca.batterham@nottscc.gov.uk
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Rural Rides 2008

The new Rural Rides programme kicks off this April. Now in its 22nd year, the programme contains rides for all ages and abilities, ranging from short rides down the canal to very long all-day rides across the county and beyond.

There are over 80 rides in this year’s programme, which includes a new ‘quick check sheet’ listing rides grouped by length to help people identify rides suitable for their ability more easily.

Rural Rides are free, you can download the programme from www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/ruralrides.pdf or call 0115 977 2166 for your free copy.

On the buses

New adverts encouraging people to explore and enjoy the Nottinghamshire countryside will be travelling around the city on the back of 19 NCT buses during April and May.

The advert features an image from local photographer Dave Massey.  The photo was submitted to the Countryside Access team’s Best of Notts Countryside online photo sharing group hosted on Flickr, set up to promote the many beautiful countryside views around the county.

There are over 200 images of Nottinghamshire countryside in the group which you can access through the Council’s website: www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/countryside.  Anyone with a Flickr account can get involved, it’s free to sign up at www.flickr.com
Ticket to Ride

The new English national concessionary travel scheme came into effect on 1 April 2008 giving free bus travel to the over 60’s and disabled people right across England.

In Nottinghamshire around 140,000 new travel passes have been sent out to all existing pass holders and new applicants.  The new scheme gives pass holders free local bus travel anywhere in England after 9.30 weekdays and at any time at weekends. For Nottinghamshire residents’ additional benefits include half fare bus travel before 9.30 am, free off peak tram travel and half price rail travel on local journeys in and around the county as well as half fare travel with social car schemes.

The scheme in Nottinghamshire is run jointly by all of the Borough and District Councils with support from the County Council.  All passes are issued by the boroughs and districts and new applicants should contact their local council directly.

More information on the free travel scheme can be found on the County Council’s web site at www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/community-travelpasses.  Alternatively the council’s customer service centre can deal with questions relating to the scheme on 08449 808080.

Bus Passenger Champion

Ruth Kelly, Transport Secretary, has announced the creation of the first official national bus passenger champion to actively represent the millions of people who use buses in the towns, villages and cities across England.  Passenger Focus will widen its remit to take on the new role of bus passenger champion.

The decision follows a public consultation on taking forward the measures in the Local Transport Bill to give bus passengers an influential and unified national voice for the first time. The Local Transport Bill will give local authorities greater powers to improve bus services, making it easier for them to franchise local services and work closely in partnership with bus operators.

Robin Hood Line

Following the campaign to encourage the Department for Transport (DfT) to fund a Sunday service, the Robin Hood Line will be in service on Sundays for the first time this December from Nottingham to Worksop via Mansfield.  Nottinghamshire County Council will be funding the service until May 2011 but if the service is well used then it is hoped that DfT will take over the funding on a permanent basis.

Get cycling this May


The Get Cycling Show comes to Nottinghamshire on 25 and 26 May this year, with a cavalcade of fantastic bikes to try out, including pedal powered Scallextric (TM), dodgems and even a blender.

Nottinghamshire County Council will be there, hosting a stand full of information about cycling in the county, and giving away a brand new Kona mountain bike in a free prize draw. Come along and say hi.

The Get Cycling Show 25-26 May Nottingham Racecourse.  Adults £4 in advance, £5 on the day

Children (aged 4-14) £2.50 in advance, £3.50 on the day.  For more information and tickets: www.getcyclingshow.info

Notts schoolchildren with cycle training

More than 800 year 5 and 6 schoolchildren in Nottinghamshire will benefit from free cycle on-road cycle training thanks to a £30,400 grant from the Department of Transport.

The grant will come from a £3 million Government pot fund which will be dedicated to providing cycle training to approximately 80,000 schoolchildren in England by March 2009.  

The training scheme run by Nottinghamshire County Council's Road Safety Team has recently received national accreditation from the Cycle Training Standards Board and the team are trained to national standards.

Under previous cycle training schemes around 2,500 children have received cycle training, mostly off-road. Under the new accredited scheme it is anticipated that around 1,100 children will receive level two on-road training - in addition to those being trained to level one off-road following the DfT funding.

There are also plans to extend the training to level three, a one-to-one accompanied ride, so people can make cycle journeys to work, school, or for leisure.  This will be trialled as a pilot study during National Bike Week in June later this year. 

The target group for the study will be Year 6 pupils moving to secondary school in the autumn, and secondary school pupils as part of the School Travel Plan initiative.

Pam Shaw, Nottinghamshire County Council Road Safety Team Manager, said: "We are thrilled to have received this funding to provide additional cycle training to children within the County.   Following the recent accreditation of the scheme we want to ensure that we can meet the demand for cycle training across the county, particularly in areas of deprivation.   We also want to complement the work undertaken in the development of school travel plans, by ensuring that children can cycle to school safely.  This funding will enable us to more than double the numbers of children receiving on-road training, which we hope they will use as both motorcyclists and drivers at the appropriate time."

The Great Notts Bike Ride

The 2008 Great Nottinghamshire Bike Ride sponsored by Boots is scheduled to take place on Sunday 22 June 2008.

The ride is open to people of all ages and abilities and riders are encouraged to raise sponsorship while they ride.  Riders who raise over £50 sponsorship will be entered into a prize draw.  There are 4 different types of rides as well as a corporate challenge for businesses.  For more information and how to register/download sponsorship forms go to: http://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/bikeride.htm  The closing date for applications is 13 June 2008

Footpath improvements

Calverton has benefited from some extensive improvements in the past couple of months, including uneven and broken paving slabs being removed and replaced with tarmac on paths 26 and 27 connecting Forest Road and Ramsdale Avenue to the Recreation Ground.  Calverton footpath 14, otherwise known as Dark Lane, has also been resurfaced, this time with crushed stone after the surface was disrupted through flood damage. Dark Lane provides a useful route out into the surrounding countryside and links in with other bridleways and footpaths to form circular routes.

Lowdham FP26, a popular off road route connecting residents with the local school, has been resurfaced thanks to LTP funding. The surface of the footpath was suffering from wear and tear and had become muddy, uneven and slow to drain after rain. New drains were added and the path was tarmaced making it very hard wearing.

The DH Lawrence scenic bridleway that runs alongside Moorgreen Reservoir has been improved thanks to £7,000 of LTP funding.  The well used route has links to DH Lawrence and is popular both with recreational users and cycle commuters.

Broxtowe Borough Council, Nottinghamshire County Council’s partner for public rights of way maintenance in the district, organised the work which included improving drainage and surface dressing with stone.

Explore Nottinghamshire's countryside with rights of way at www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/countryside.

Walk and Talk

The spring and summer Walk and Talk programme for the Broxtowe area has been published.  Walk and Talk is now in its 5th year and proving to be very popular.  Walk and Talk is a partnership of local organisations and individuals who aim to promote walking for health and enjoyment.  For further information about Walk and Talk please contact Antonia Bridges on 0115 917 3711 or download the full leaflet at: www.broxtowe.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=1125.

Parking Enforcement

Nottinghamshire County Council in partnership with district and borough councils will take responsibility for parking enforcement on county roads and council-owned public car parks starting on Monday 12 May 2008. The partnership between the County Council and Ashfield District Council, Bassetlaw District Council, Broxtowe Borough Council, Gedling Borough Council, Mansfield District Council, Newark and Rushcliffe Borough Council is known as the Notts Parking Partnership and has been formed to ensure that parking enforcement is provided consistently and fairly across the County.

The Notts Parking Partnership has employed NCP Services ( www.ncpservices.co.uk) to supply Civil Enforcement Officers to enforce parking restrictions in the county.  The contractor will provide approximately 20 trained and equipped officers across the county.  The district and borough Parking Managers will manage parking enforcement in their respective areas. This will consist of allocating daily patrol ‘beats’, issuing daily parking dispensations, directing Enforcement Officers to reported parking issues and determining formal appeals.

The County Council will operate a single Penalty Charge Notice (PCN) processing centre which will ensure that all correspondence relating to PCNs will be fairly and consistently resolved within stipulated timescales. The PCN process is detailed in PCN Information.

Civil Parking Enforcement simply returns parking enforcement to a time when the police and traffic wardens had sufficient resources to ensure that parking restrictions were respected. Over a number of years this resource has reduced as the Police have had to face new challenges.  Legislation first introduced in 1991 has allowed local authorities to take responsibility for enforcement from the Police and many authorities have now done so. It is anticipated that most, if not all, of the UK will have Civil Parking Enforcement by 2011.  The established benefits of improving parking enforcement are:

Reduced congestion

Improved road safety

Greater availability of parking spaces particularly for shoppers

Greater protection of disabled spaces and residents parking areas.

The money raised from the PCNs issued is used to pay for the enforcement service. Any surplus must be spent on improving local transport. This includes improving parking, traffic management, better public transport and facilities for pedestrians or cyclists.

There will be no significant changes to the restrictions as a consequence of the new enforcement.  All that will change is who is responsible for undertaking enforcement.  Apart from finding parking easier, drivers who park legally will not be affected by these changes.

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



Notts Archives Highly Rated

Nottinghamshire Archives has been rated the best local authority archive service in the East Midlands and in the top 10% in the country.

In the self-assessment of local authority archive services in England and Wales carried out by The National Archives, Nottinghamshire Archives was judged to be a 3-star service.  This places Nottinghamshire County Council’s Archives amongst the top 10% of archive services in the country.  Nottinghamshire Archives achieved an overall score of 72.5%, which was the highest in the East Midlands.  117 of the 125 services participated and completed a 108 question survey with sections on governance and management; documentation of collections; access and outreach; preservation and conservation; buildings, storage and environment.

Nottinghamshire Archives exhibition 

in association with Manuscripts and Special Collections, The University of Nottingham

Wheels of Fortune: The Story of Raleigh Cycles of Nottingham Exhibition at the Weston Gallery, DH Lawrence Pavilion, Lakeside Arts Centre

Saturday 12 April-Sunday 3 August 2008

Admission to the exhibition is free

Monday to Friday 11 am-4 pm

Saturday, Sunday, Bank Holidays 12 noon-4 pm

Raleigh has a special place in the history of Nottingham.  It not only brought international recognition for its innovatory designs and excellence in production, but also had a major impact on the local economy and community.

This new exhibition in the Weston Gallery of the Lakeside Arts Centre draws upon the extensive archive of the Raleigh Cycle Company held at Nottinghamshire Archives, to reveal the story and the history behind a local employer, starting with the early years of the company from their humble beginnings on Raleigh Street through to their global domination of the cycling industry from the creation of the ‘All-Steel Bicycle’, the incorporation of the Sturmey-Archer 3-speed gear hubs to the much loved Chopper and BMX.  

Raleigh’s history reveals an overlap in interest between Nottinghamshire Archives and The University of Nottingham, which has now developed the former Raleigh site as its Jubilee Campus, and whose department of Manuscripts and Special Collections hold historical records showing medieval use of the land in Lenton.

A series of free lunchtime talks associated with the exhibition will be held in the Performing Arts Workshop of the D H Lawrence Pavilion from 1 pm-2 pm.  Places are limited so please book your tickets with the Box Office on 0115 846 7777.

Wednesday 7 May 2008

Pedal Power: The history of the bicycle

Douglas Pinkerton, cycle restorer and historian, will discuss the historical development of early bicycles and their impact on the lives of individual people, businesses and families.

Wednesday 18 June 2008

Made in Nottingham: The Raleigh Cycle Archive

Alexa Rees (Nottinghamshire Archives), curator of the exhibition, will provide an insight into the Raleigh archives chosen for display, and discuss the choices made during the curation process.

Wednesday 9 July 2008

Making a Name: Archives, Advertising and Business Icons, 1900-1950  Archivist Peter Lester (Nottinghamshire Archives) will explore the wide range of advertising, promotional and publicity material found in local business collections held at Nottinghamshire Archives.

For further information about the exhibition, please contact: Nottinghamshire Archives, County House, Castle Meadow Road, Nottingham, NG2 1AG

Tel: 0115 958 1634 

Email: archives@nottscc.gov.uk
Website: www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/archives 

Castles of Nottinghamshire

The latest Libraries, Archives and Information publication was launched by County Councillor Steve Carroll, Cabinet member for Culture and Regeneration on 13 February 2008.  ‘Castles of Nottinghamshire’ has been written by Nottinghamshire County Council archaeologist James Wright.

The book has developed from a County Council project aimed to gain a better understanding of Nottinghamshire’s lesser known castles.  It provides a summary of recent archaeological and historical research. It examines the place of the castle in the landscape, its role in both war and peace and how castles have survived today, and looks at current historical, archaeological and architectural techniques in castle studies. Copiously illustrated in both colour and black and white it also provides a gazetteer of the nineteen known castle sites in the county for anyone to visit the surviving remains themselves.

‘Castles of Nottinghamshire’ can be purchased at £5.95 from Nottinghamshire Archives and major libraries.  It can also be purchased by post by sending a cheque for £8.95 (including £3.00 for postage and packaging) payable to Nottinghamshire County Council to: Libraries, Archives and Information, Communities Department, 4th Floor, County Hall, West Bridgford, Nottingham, NG2 7QP
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Hockerton Housing Project

If you want to cut your energy bills then consider purchasing ‘Saving Energy in the Home’ by Nick White.  Information on how and where to purchase can be found on their website at www.hhp.hockertonhousingproject.org.uk.  You can also read about Laurence Llewellen-Bowen’s visit to the village.

Eco Town

A shortlist of sites that will be considered for ‘eco-town’ status was published in March.  Housing minister Caroline Flint announced the 15 contenders that will now vie to become one of 10 environmentally friendly new settlements under the Government's eco-towns programme.  An eco-town proposal was submitted for Kingston-on-Soar, to the south of Nottingham, but is not to be pursued.

Rushcliffe Borough Council is delighted with the news that its efforts have persuaded the Government to abandon Kingston-on-Soar as a potential site for an eco-town.  This news was announced in April in Parliament by housing and planning minister Caroline Flint.  Ms Flint referred to the fact that representations from the council had convinced the Government not to proceed with the site.  She also pointed out that, together with the Borough Council, there would be a need to see if there was another suitable location for an eco-town within the borough.  If a suitable site could be found, then this would be announced at a later date and a full public consultation would take place.

Act on CO2

Climate change is one of the biggest challenges we face today.  As the level of government closest to local people, parish and town councils have the opportunity to play a big part in reducing the emissions that cause climate change.  To support parish and town councils in this, government has published a guide entitled “Ways to tackle climate change” as part of their Act on CO2 campaign.

The guide offers advice on how parish and town councils can take action through the buildings they use, land they manage and transport they provide.  There are also ideas and tips for encouraging local people to take action.  It is packed with examples of parish and town councils that are already making a difference.

Many actions that address climate change have other benefits too - like energy efficiency measures that reduce fuel poverty and energy bills, producers’ fairs that support the local economy, and transport provision that reduces social isolation. 

Whatever their size or location, all town and parish councils have the potential to make a real difference!

The guide can be downloaded from www.defra.gov.uk/environment/climatechange/uk/publicsector/parish/pdf/ActOnCO2.pdf.  Alternatively, order a copy from Defra Publications quoting publication reference PB12419 (tel: 08459 556 000).

Sherwood Forest Trust has moved

From 25 March the Sherwood Forest Trust re-located from Kirkby in Ashfield to Edwinstowe village - in the heart of Sherwood Forest - where they will be closer to their partner organisations and communities.

A new general enquiries e-mail has been set up: info@sherwoodforesttrust.org.uk.  Direct telephone and email contacts for individual staff will be available shortly.  The new look website will be launched on May Day, with details of their new community focused work programmes and facilities for online purchase of 'Support Sherwood' gift packages.

Sherwood Forest Trust, Units 5 & 6, Church Farm Business Centre, Edwinstowe, Nottinghamshire. NG21 9NJ Tel: 01623 821490, Mobile: 07740 

845575 website: www.sherwoodforest.org.uk
All Cisterns Go 

Local councils are to be encouraged to do more to halt the decline of the great British public toilet and to adopt pioneering new approaches to boost access to public toilets across the country.  One hundred and fifty years ago public toilets were seen by councils as key to good public health - as well as a chance to promote leading edge architecture.  They became a symbol of civic pride as well as the advances of sanitation.  But in recent years there has been a significant fall in both the level of provision and public satisfaction.

The Strategic Guide - the first of its kind - is aimed at encouraging local councils to look at a range of actions they can now do to provide better access and better quality toilets across the country.

The Guide will say that being able to use clean and accessible public toilets is important to everyone:  for older people, disabled people, and families with young children poor access to public toilets can make it difficult to leave home, and reduce their freedoms and sense of dignity.

Communities Minister Baroness Andrews will encourage councils to consider a range of innovative ideas and actions to boost the availability and quality of public toilets.  The British Toilet Association welcomes the publication.  More information at: www.communities.gov.uk/news/corporate/714014
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Community Trees Fund and Trees for Schools Fund

The following funding is available from the Tree Council to support tree planting projects taking place during National Tree Week, which usually takes place in November/December each year:

Community Trees Fund - tree planting projects taking place on publicly accessible land

Trees For Schools Fund - tree planting projects taking place in school grounds and playing fields.

The Community Trees funding is available to organisations, parish and community councils, community and charity groups, voluntary groups and individuals to undertake well planned tree planting projects.  The Fund is particularly keen to support projects that actively engage children under the age of 16 in the planting of the trees (through formal groups, such as cubs, guides or youth clubs, or alternatively a community team assembled for the purpose of the project).  The Trees For Schools funding is available to schools with pupils aged sixteen or under.

Grants are available for projects where the tree planting costs are between £100 and £700.  Eligible costs include the cost of the trees, labour for planting, and any necessary supports and aids to establishment.  The Tree Council is currently revising its guidelines with regard to the funding of fruit trees.  New guidelines are expected to be available from mid-February 2008, and it is recommended that any applications involving fruit trees should be submitted once the revised guidelines are available.

The closing date for applications is 31 May 2008 (noon)  http://www.treecouncil.org.uk   

Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) - Townscape Heritage Initiative  

The Townscape Heritage Initiative (THI) is a grant-giving programme under which HLF supports schemes led by partnerships of local, regional and national interests (including the voluntary sector) that aim to regenerate the historic environment in towns and cities across the United Kingdom. 

The programme is designed to address problems in areas of particular social and economic need and encourages partnerships to carry out repairs and other works to a number of historic properties within those areas, and improve the quality of life for all those who live, work or visit there.  

For more information about which schemes have funding available and how to apply go to: www.hlf.org.uk/English/HowToApply/OurGrantGivingProgrammes/

Adventure Playgrounds

To help improve play facilities, all councils will receive funding for additional play areas (3,500 play areas across the country), with 30 play pathfinder authorities (including Nottingham City) getting extra £2 million for adventure playgrounds, and 43 playbuilder authorities (including Nottinghamshire and Nottingham City) receiving an additional £1 million each for play areas. 

Ed Balls and Andy Burnham also vowed to help tackle bullying and crime in play areas and other public spaces, improve road safety and work with town planners and developers to create more child friendly public spaces, ending the ‘no ball games’ culture. 

The Ministers promised to investigate whether local authorities were being over cautious with play equipment and to support parents in balancing risk against opportunity.  For the first time ever the Government will have a new play indicator, meaning that every year children and young people will be asked how satisfied they are with their local play areas and parks. 

Funding of £225 million was announced for play in the Children’s Plan, but an additional £10 million has been added to this fund, as Ministers underlined the importance of play and how it should be taken seriously by every council in the country.  

WRG Challenge

Building on the success of previous Waste Recycling Group (WRG) Challenges, a new style WRG Communities Challenge has widened its scope to include a broader variety of community projects seeking funding.  This year's WRG Communities Challenge will provide £2 million of funding to support capital community regeneration projects that will breathe new life into tired and rundown facilities or provide much needed new amenities.  It seeks to fund larger, more innovative projects which demonstrate the greatest need and can make a significant improvement to people's lives.

Projects could include: public parks; community gardens or country parks; community centres; village halls and youth centres; play areas; skateparks and multi-use games areas; nature reserves or community woodlands; sports centres and recreation grounds; museums and visitors centres.  Funding of between £75,000 and £250,000 is available.

To qualify projects must be site-based and located within 10 miles of any of the following landfill sites in Nottinghamshire:

Barnstone Landfill Site, Langar

Bilsthorpe Landfill Site, Bilsthorpe

Daneshill Landfill Site, Lound

Dorket Head Landfill Site, Arnold

Staple Quarry Landfill Site, Cotham

Sutton Landfill Site, Sutton-in-Ashfield

Further information and guidance notes are available on the website at: http://www.wren.org.uk/how-to-apply 

Deadlines for application submission are: 

18 July 2008 and 26 September 2008.
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Bassetlaw CVS run training covering a wide range of events and courses of interest to the community from first aid to leadership, management and recruiting.  For more information and up to date list of courses please visit http://bcvs.org.uk/events/

to book your place.

----o0o----

Hockerton Housing Project is running the following course:

22 May - The Practicalities of Delivering Zero Carbon Homes 

For more information and how to book contact:

Tel: 01636 816902 Email: hhp@hockerton.demon.co.uk 

Website: www.hhp.hockertonhousingproject.org.uk
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Exciting New Swings for East Leake

Thanks to part funding from The Big Lottery Fund, obtained via the Rushcliffe Play Partnership, East Leake Parish Council has just completed the installation of a set of Hexagonal Swings on the Gotham Road Recreation Ground.

The Parish Council has a 5-year rolling programme to improve the play area off Gotham Road and extensive consultations have been held with the young people of the village to establish what it is that they want.  The Hexagonal swings, which are a completely revolutionary way of providing a traditional playground experience, were chosen by over 65% of those who responded. 

The Parish Clerk, Mr Kevin Shaw, said that whilst the swings have only been in use for a few days they are already proving to be very popular with the teenage population of the village.

The Big Lottery funding freed up funds earmarked for these swings to be utilised to install a modern multi-play unit for the younger children.
Community Speed Watch
Calverton and Woodborough Parishes

As part of a joint operation with the Police co-ordinated by PC Phil Anelay (Calverton and Woodborough Beat Manager), 5 speed monitoring sessions were held at key locations in Woodborough and Calverton on Wednesday and Thursday 27 and 28 February 2008.

The Police monitored 631 vehicles and stopped 12 drivers for motoring offences; 11 of whom were given a verbal warning and one was issued with a ticket.  

The Community Speed Watch (CSW) sessions were carried out by volunteers from Woodborough and Calverton and were supported by 2 PCSOs who interviewed and gave verbal warnings to drivers exceeding the speed limit or committing other motoring offences.

Seventy four drivers were recorded by the CSW teams exceeding the 30 mph speed limit by more than 5 mph (ie in excess of 35 mph) and, in addition to the verbal warning, also have been sent a warning letter.  The highest speed recorded was 55 mph on Lowdham Lane, Woodborough.

Further CSW sessions are planned during the year at varying times and different locations within the villages.  The next planned monitoring will involve other agencies, including the DVLA and Customs and Excise.

Radcliffe on Trent

A team of volunteers has carried out speed checks through Radcliffe and clocked more than 200 drivers exceeding the 30 mph limit. It was organised by the Radcliffe Community Speed Watch group, supported by the police, Radcliffe Parish Council and Radcliffe Residents Association.  Several checks were carried out with police and Health and Safety Officers approving the monitoring sites in the village.

A calibrated speed-measuring device was provided by the police and during the monitoring sessions more than 200 vehicles were found to be flagrantly disregarding the 30 mph speed limit in the village.  Many exceeded 40 mph and some vehicles even reached 55 mph.  The police, whose analysis indicates that most of the offenders live outside the parish, have contacted all the speeding vehicle owners.

Further monitoring sessions, depending on the availability of the police-measuring device that is shared by many parishes in South Nottinghamshire, are being planned this year in an attempt to deter the speeding drivers.

The Radcliffe Speed Watch team is keen to attract more volunteers and anyone interest can contact the Parish Council Office on 0115 933 5808.

----o0o----

Bingham residents are being asked for feedback on the 2007 Christmas Fair so that plans for the 2008 event can be even better for both stallholders and visitors.

Both Bingham Town Council and Bingham’s Community Concern Group have expressed concern to Rushcliffe Borough Council about plans from The Crown for a residential development off Tythby Road.

A major planning scheme by Whytehall Homes for the construction of 14 houses with associated parking, access works and garaging at the site of the Black Diamond Public House, Owthorpe Road, Cotgrave has been refused planning permission by officers at Rushcliffe Borough Council. 

Four new affordable homes, all for rent, have been completed in Bingham in a scheme jointly presented by Rushcliffe Borough Council  and the Metropolitan Housing Trust.  Rushcliffe contributed £630,000 of the subsidy required for the scheme under the conditions set out in the transfer agreement four years ago, with Metropolitan providing a further £270,000.

Miller Homes East Midlands Ltd are making good progress on a major housing scheme in Cotgrave after being given the go ahead by Rushcliffe Borough Council for the erection of 27 dwellings on land at Cotgrave despite 25 letters of objection to the borough council.

To assist in work of the local Flood Warden Scheme, Gunthorpe Parish Council have purchased a lap top computer for use in the village hall when the building is in use as an emergency centre if the village is flooded.  Vital local information has been loaded on to the computer to show where vulnerable residents live and who may need help or food if access to the village is blocked by floodwaters.

All households in Bingham have received a free copy of the Bingham Town Guide which has been produced by the town council.

Work is getting under way on bringing a test rail track up to scratch between Asfordby in Leicester-shire and Edwalton in South Notts.  The track, which takes in Old Dalby, Upper Broughton, Widmerpool and Plumtree, is due to be up and running again towards the end of the year.

Rushcliffe Borough Council  has approved the construction of a single storey extension at Orston Village Hall.

Bingham Fire Station is looking to recruit more retained firefighters.

Plans are progressing well for this year’s Sutton Bonington show to be held on 7 September.

Parish Plans in Rushcliffe

Rushcliffe Community Partnership is supporting the borough’s parish plans.  There’s a lot happening in Cropwell Bishop thanks to their parish plan - visit www.cropwellbishopplan.co.uk. 100 villagers attended the plan meeting in March, and they are saving the old school building via a very small increase in council tax raised by the parish council.

Lots of projects are under way in Hickling - the new website - www.hicklingvillage.org.uk - is proving popular, village table tennis started this year, a new Neighbourhood Watch is operating and the Hickling Wharf project is undergoing further consultation.

Whatton-in-the-Vale

Parish councillors at Whatton-in-the-Vale have welcomed the new Conservation Area Management Plan put forward for their village by Rushcliffe Borough Council.  In February last year the borough first published the revised conservation area boundary for the village and encouraged residents to complete a questionnaire.  Richard Shaw, the Borough officer dealing with the plans and a member of the design and conservation team, says they have been encouraged by the feedback they have received, and thank those concerned for their comments.  “The key objective of what we are doing is to preserve and enhance the special character of the existing Whatton in the Vale Conservation Area,” he said and added that the current consultation period is aimed at both residents and professionals and should be used as a source of information and as a guide.  Mr Gregg Redford, chairman of the parish council, after attending a public consultation morning in the village’s Jubilee Hall, said his members were happy at what was being proposed by Rushcliffe, and were impressed by the thorough way they had dealt with the matter.

Efforts to raise more cash to enable repair and improvement work to continue at Owthorpe St Margaret’s Church have been given a big boost with news of grants from the Nottinghamshire Historic Churches Trust and the Historic Churches Preservation Trust.  

A total of £16,500 is being given in grants, with £10,000 coming from the Nottinghamshire group.  The first phase of the repairs to the roof of the church has been completed and the fundraising appeal for the second phase is underway.  Work needed to be carried out includes repairs to the stone walls and the windows, the installation of a conservation-grade heating system and improvements to accessibility to the church for disabled people.
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Safer Neighbourhood Group

Covering five parishes, all of which are traditional rural villages, the Everton and Beckingham Safer Neighbourhood Group has recently seen some positive successes, through working with young people.

Antisocial behaviour has previously been causing an increasing amount of public concern and to address this young people were invited to attend the next Safer Neighbourhood Group meeting at Walkeringham.  Four young people from Misson and Beckingham attended the meeting with the result that with the young people offering to organise and support fund raising efforts in the village to help with grant aid bids.

There have been subsequent meetings between Beckingham Parish Council and young people in order to push forward the potential development of the sports area.  One of the young people has stated a wish to become a PCSO in future.

Contact: Mary Heywood, Bassetlaw District Council

Stray Dogs

As from the 6 April 2008 the police will no longer be dealing with stray dogs outside of council working hours although they will continue to be responsible for dangerous dogs and dogs pestering livestock.  Local councils are providing a 24 hour call-out service to deal with this change in legislation.  

Reporting stray dogs contact your local council:

Ashfield - 01623 450000 during office hours or to the Dog Control Officer via the council’s emergency out of hours on 01623 550077

Bassetlaw - 01909 533219

Broxtowe - 0115 917 3691 any time 

Gedling - 01623 463189 (8.45-4.30 pm) out of office hours 07504 033415

Mansfield - 01623 463189
Newark and Sherwood - 01636 655571 during office hours, or out of office hours 0780 8003152
Rushcliffe: 0115 981 9911 ext 734 (8.30 am-5.00 pm), or out of hours on 0115 981 1143

More information on animal welfare can be found on your local borough/district council website where you can check if they offer a micro-chipping service.
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Audit Commission

Preparations have begun for Nottinghamshire County Council's forthcoming Audit Commission Corporate Assessment inspection, which will be taking place alongside the Children and Young People’s Joint Area Review (JAR) inspection in May 2008.  The inspectors are coming to County Hall initially for an ‘analysis visit’ from 23-25 April, with the main inspection taking place between 12‑23 May.

The Corporate Assessment will look at the workings of the council and its achievements over the last 3 years. The inspectors will focus on the following areas:

· ambition for the community

· prioritisation

· capacity

· performance management

· achievement

o  sustainable communities and transport

o  safer and stronger communities

o  healthier communities

o  older people.

Preparations for the inspection include:

drafting and consulting on a self-assessment document was published on 31 March 2008

collecting key documentation for the Audit Commission to view

implementing improvement plans following last October's I&DeA peer review 

briefing staff, Members and partners about the inspection

organising interviews and focus groups both internally and externally.

Prior to the formal inspection, the Audit Commission will also ask our partners, including a random sample of 10% of parish councils, to complete an online survey and will take a coach tour of the county to visit major Council projects. The results of the inspection will be published in September 2008.

Beacon Award

Nottinghamshire County Council and Nottingham City Council scooped a coveted Beacon Award in March at a ceremony in London for their excellent work to improve accessibility.  The Beacon awards which took place on Tuesday 4 March 2008, run by the Improvement and Development Agency.  The two councils submitted a bid for a range of services in Nottinghamshire and Nottingham that have improved accessibility. 

A key element of the submission was a County Council funded bus service linking Nottinghamshire residents with employment and training opportunities at Robin Hood Airport near Doncaster, South Yorkshire.  

Other areas of work involving the County Council included in the bid were a:

· 'transport to health pilot scheme' for Bassetlaw residents 

· pilot transport voucher scheme through Linkage Plus has been developed to assist residents aged over 50 remain independent 

· food shopping scheme through Linkage Plus. 

Nottinghamshire County Councillor Stella Smedley, Cabinet Member for Environment, said: "We are delighted to have received a Beacon Award jointly with Nottingham City Council. The authorities are working hard with a number of partner organisations to make access to key destinations and employment opportunities easier for Nottinghamshire's residents.”

The City Council's development of a highly successful network of link buses also played a large part in the submission.  Nottingham's link buses carry around three million passengers a year and connect into the mainline public transport system to improve access to employment, health, education and district centre facilities. 

Further information can be found on the Communities and Local Government (CLG) website at www.communities.gov.uk/beaconcouncils

Building Better Communities

A number of community schemes have benefited from Nottinghamshire County Council’s Building Better Communities initiative including:

£75,000 Arthur Green Avenue, Kirkby in Ashfield, to create a grassed area with trees and shrubs, parking bays and paved paths with seating.

£12,000 (+£3,000 from Nottingham City) to grass over a derelict children's play area in Assarts Road, Horsendale Estate, Nuthall.  A pathway running from the former play area to Broxtowe Country Park has also been resurfaced, so it complies with the Disability Discrimination Act, to give wheelchair users better access to the site.

The Hollies Car Park in Eastwood jointly with Broxtowe Borough Council
Bright Square, Bull Farm, Mansfield improvement scheme to regenerate a local shopping area: footway improvements, replacing tarmac footways, creating ramp for wheelchairs and pushchairs, resurfacing carriageways and improving parking facilities

Clipstone Drive, Forest Town - a £40,000 paving scheme which involved the creation of a footway with kerbing. Local residents from ‘The Management Group’ and ‘The Newlands Tenants and Residents Association’ expressed concerns that it was not safe to walk along a busy section of road between Woodview Gardens and Birchwood Park as it had no pavement.  The work was carried out as part of the Nottinghamshire Highways Partnership by Mansfield District Council. 

Turf cutting marks £2 million Bestwood heritage scheme

A flagship scheme to rescue the Bestwood Winding Engine House so it can be a reminder of Bestwood's industrial past was celebrated by Nottinghamshire County Council with a turf cutting ceremony.  In December last year the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) awarded over £1million to restore the Bestwood Winding Engine House in Bestwood Country Park, Bestwood Village.  The HLF award was match funded by the County Council, of which £250,000 came from its Building Better Communities initiative, and just under £300k was contributed by the Greater Nottingham Partnership (GNP).

The cash injection means that England's only remaining in situ vertical mounted winding engine will be rescued, restored and opened to the public all year round for the first time.  Visitors can be whisked up the distinctive Grade II 1873 redbrick building in a specially designed glass lift, giving them an extraordinary view of the enormous engine. A derelict substation nearby will become a small contemporary visitor centre, complete with a grass roof.

Nottinghamshire County Councillor Steve Carroll, Cabinet Member for Culture and Regeneration, said: "I am delighted that the Heritage Lottery Fund was able to contribute over a million pounds and the County Council was able to match it and that the Greater Nottingham Partnership was also able to put in some funding towards the restoration scheme."

Nottinghamshire County Councillor Stella Smedley, Cabinet Member for Environment, said: "These buildings and the former Bestwood Colliery, which was operating for almost 100 years and was one of the most successful in Nottinghamshire with a thriving mining community, are the last visible remaining evidence of the Bestwood Pit, surrounded by popular country park.  We owe it to Nottinghamshire to restore a fragment of its history."

In support, local Nottinghamshire County Councillor Joe Lonergan added: "The turf cutting ceremony is our way of celebrating a scheme that will boost community spirit and reinstate pride by restoring an important part of modern history.  Now the Winding House will be restored and the nearby Dynamo House extended and converted into a visitor centre and an area for education and community activities."

Carers

A carer is someone who, without payment, looks after a friend, neighbour or relative who cannot manage on their own because of frailty, illness or disability.  The term ‘carer’ does not include care worker or anyone who is paid to look after someone, volunteers and foster carers but includes young carers and parent carers of disabled children.

Did you know that there are over 83,000 carers in Nottinghamshire?  Of these more than 26,000 are caring for 20 hours or more per week.  These carers are entitled to a discussion with a worker from Adult Social Care and Health about what their caring involves and whether there are ways in which they can be supported (usually called a Carers Assessment).

The Carers Unit offers:
Advice and Information for Carers

We can talk to you about help and support.  This includes information about carer’s assessment, support groups, practical help, taking a break etc
The County Emergency Card for Carers

This card is carried so that in an emergency, care may be provided on an individual’s behalf.  The Emergency Services know to look for this card in the event of emergencies when the carer is away from home.
Contact List

This has up to date local and national news and information for carers, with a regular newsletter and other information.
Our new Caring Together - strategy for carers 2007/09 is now available on-line at http://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/home/social_care/carers/carersstrategy.htm or a hard copy of the full document or the Executive Summary can be provided to you if you contact the unit as given below.

Contact:  Carers Unit, 3 Church Street, Arnold, Nottingham NG5 8FD Tel: 0115 967 1063

Email: carersunit@nottsc.gov.uk

Looking After Me

“Looking After Me” provides an opportunity for carers to meet with others once a week, for 6 weeks.  Together with 2 tutors, they will explore ways in which carers look after their own health.  Nottinghamshire Adult Social Care and Health has commissioned a number of courses for carers of people living in the county.  The course is led by trained tutors who themselves have experience of caring for a relative.

It is hoped to run courses around the county, but carers need to register for the course to ensure there are sufficient people.  The courses are free and to be arranged at suitable times and will include lunch.  Each session lasts about 2 and a half hours.

The course looks at:

· Relaxation techniques

· Dealing with tiredness

· Healthy eating

· Coping with difficult emotions

· Communicating with family, friends and professionals

· Planning for the future.

The course does not cover carers’ rights or benefits, nor practical caring skills such as lifting and handling, although information will be available.  Any adult who gives help to a family member or friend who is ill, disabled, elderly or in need of emotional support – that is a carer, is eligible to take part.

If you would like more details or wish to register for the FREE “Looking After Me” course please contact: County Carers Unit, 3 Church Street, Arnold, Nottingham NG5 8FD Tel: 0115 967 1063

Protecting Children from Alcohol Harm

Officers from Nottinghamshire County Council Trading Standards Service have been busy throughout the year visiting Off-Licensed shops in all parts of the county to check that alcoholic drinks are not being sold to children.  (Premises like pubs with an ‘on licence’ are dealt with by the Police.)

The checks are aimed at protecting children from harm and preventing public nuisance of anti-social behaviour fuelled by alcohol.

Officers visit all neighbourhoods where there are shops, at any time of the week and weekend.  Volunteers under the age of 18 help us by attempting to purchase alcoholic drinks.  Most shops take the proper course of action, ask for proof of age and refuse to sell alcohol.  Unfortunately in some instances the young people are able to buy alcohol with no questions asked.

In the last twelve months over 600 checks were carried out in Nottinghamshire.  Alcohol was sold at approximately ten per cent of the checks.  The penalty for selling alcohol to a person under 18 can be a fixed penalty fine of £80 or a fine of up to £5000 at a magistrates’ court.  It is also a criminal offence for a person under 18 to attempt to buy alcohol.

Some shop owners have told officers that they are concerned about abuse and violence from customers when they ask for proof of age.  In response to this the County Council’s Trading Standards Service has been providing training and advice sessions to shop owners to give information about how to diffuse tension with awkward customers.

The County Council’s Trading Standards Service can also provide training and advice materials to shop owners about preventing the sale of alcohol to young people.  A hard hitting story on DVD is one of the training tools which they have available.  In the last two years over 300 training packs have been distributed.  Training materials are now also available on computer memory stick and these are being distributed.  Shop owners who would like to obtain staff training materials can contact the County Council by telephone at 0115 9934800 or email at south.tss@nottscc.gov.uk

Shopkeepers say that it is also a problem that individuals over 18 buy alcohol and pass it on to young persons under 18.  This is often referred to as ‘proxy purchasing’.

The County Council’s Trading Standards Team will be continuing checks throughout the coming year.  

Information about the sale of alcohol direct to young persons at Off-licences can be reported via Consumer Direct at 08454 040506.

Youth Service Adventure Team

The Youth Service Adventure Team is looking to start up a regular club session at the Lakeside Adventure Base at Holme Pierrepont.  

Launch session 4-7 pm Thursday 5 June (free!)

Club sessions 5.30-7.30 pm Mondays & Thursdays 

£2 a time - promoting activities such as sailing, kayaking, canoeing, orienteering, Duke of Ed Award, Youth Achievement Award, etc.

Contact Linda Ritson or Peter Gurney on 01623 556110 (the admin office at The Mill or Linda’s mobile: 07902 214517
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'Creating Strong and Prosperous Communities' Guidance

The Commission for Rural Communities (CRC) has written a formal response to Communities and Local Government’s (CLG) ‘Creating strong, safe and prosperous communities’.  They are recommending that the CLG promotes the Government’s rural proofing commitment to local authorities and their partners involved in the LSPs and the development of sustainable community strategies and LAAs.  CLG should consult stakeholders, such as the LGA and their Rural Commission on this matter.

Read the full response at http://www.wired-gov.net/wg/wg-news-1.nsf/lfi/DNWA-7C7F3A 

Microchipping of Foals

EU Member States have reached agreement on a new European Regulation that will revise existing equine identification [Horse Passport] legislation.  The main new requirement is the compulsory microchipping of foals born after 1 July 2009.  The requirement will not be retrospective for older horses and the Regulation does allow for Member States to approve alternative methods to the microchip.  

Microchips provide an essential link between a horse and its passport and strengthen the existing horse identification requirements.  Such unique identification may also prove useful for disease control and surveillance purposes and for the recovery of lost or stolen horses.

Defra will be consulting fully with the horse industry over the implementation of the new requirements.

Press notices are available on our website http://www.defra.gov.uk 

Common Commencement Date

The Department for Business, Enterprise and Regulatory Reform has worked to ensure that important laws come into force on only 2 dates per year, allowing companies to plan ahead and save time and money.

Business has estimated that up to 10% of time - or £628 million per year - can be saved through changes to the law being announced on 2 'common commencement dates'.  

The two dates will be 6 April and 1 October.  
In order to help companies adapt quickly and easily to the new rules, simplified guidance for implementing the new regulations has been designed with the help of business.  This has been distributed through trade and professional organisations to over a million businesses of all sizes.

This is part of the Government's overall approach to promote better regulation, regulating only where necessary, doing so in a proportionate and targeted way, and reducing bureaucracy wherever possible.
The key government Departments which introduce business regulations on the 6 April and 1 October are BERR, DEFRA, Communities and Local Government, Home Office, HSE and Food Standards Agency.  The new regulations can be found at: http://www.businesslink.gov.uk/ccd
The Better Regulation Executive is taking forward the Government's better regulation agenda.
http://bre.berr.gov.uk/regulation/

Examples of how individuals and businesses are benefiting from changes to regulation can be found on http://www.betterregulation.gov.uk.  The site also invites suggestions for what else can be done to reduce red tape.

Department for Business, Enterprise and Regulatory Reform http://www.berr.gov.uk 

Health Check

Farming Minister, Jeff Rooker, has announced the publication of the UK's response to the European Commission's consultation on the next round of Common Agricultural Policy reform, the CAP "Health Check", which is being negotiated this year.
He said "The Health Check must be as ambitious as possible in giving farmers greater control over their business decisions so that they can profit from the globalising economy. It must reduce administrative burdens and market distortion and direct a greater share of funding towards the growing environmental challenges".

The full text of the response is available at:  www.defra.gov.uk/farm/policy/capreform/index.htm 

----o0o----

Countylink Survey

Nottinghamshire County Council’s Corporate Communications team recently carried out a survey with parish councils with their ‘Making a Difference’ on communication, on Countylink.  The responses proved to be very positive and comments will be analysed.  Following on from the survey a further information gathering exercise has taken place to update parish information.  Up to 80 replies have been received; it is hoped that we now have the correct information because it is very important to make sure that mail sent out to parishes gets to the right person as quickly as possible.  Contact: Barbara Worrall, Nottinghamshire County Council

--------o0o--------

Around the County

The Driving Standards Agency (DSA) is cracking down on bogus driving instructors.  Only those people who have qualified to become approved driving instructors and whose name appears on DSA's official register are legally able to give car driving lessons to the public for money; or moneys worth.  It's very simple to check that your driving instructor is qualified.  Check that they display an in date pink (trainee) or green (fully qualified) certificate in their windscreen during lessons and that the photo id is the person teaching you.  Using an illegal instructor could cost you more time and money and mean that you are not as safe on the road as you might be.

The head of the DSA Fraud and Integrity team, Andy Rice, said; "We investigate all reported cases of suspected illegal instruction and we work very closely with the Police and criminal justice agencies to identify offenders and prosecute".  If you have any doubts about whether your driving instructor is teaching you legally call DSA on 0115 901 2618.

Broxtowe Borough’s Annual Charity Ball this year raised over £1,600 thanks to the generous donation of its sponsors.  The Charity Ball also played host to delegations from Poland and Germany.  The visits are particularly special this year as the Borough is celebrating 30 years of twinning with Gütersloh in Germany.

The Greenweeks programme of environmental events will be happening in Spring 08 for its fourth consecutive year. With the developing interest in renewable energies, reducing, reusing and recycling and generally reducing our impact on the environment, we are determined to push further out into Nottinghamshire, with more events than ever before.  This year’s theme is Local Action and the aim is to have more practical demonstrations and workshop based activities. See last year's events on the Greenweeks website to give you ideas. There will be a team on hand to help with your event and a briefing event to help you prepare. The dates are Saturday 24 May to Sunday 15 June 2008 and the website is: www.greenweeks.org. You can contact Claire and Lynn on 0115 915 2757 (Tuesdays are the best days), mobile 0796 0820643, or email info@greenweeks.org
There are currently vacancies for permanent school crossing patrols in Sutton and Selston, and vacancies for relief patrols throughout the areas.  If you, or anyone you know, are aged 18+ and would like to join our team of patrols carrying out a vital role in assisting the safety of schoolchildren, please contact the Road Safety Office on 01623 558243. 

Living for Tomorrow (LfT) is Nottinghamshire’s free, local sustainability magazine produced by the county and city councils 3, times a year, with the aim of inspiring its readers to do a bit more to look after themselves and our planet.  The magazine features inspiring stories about local people and organisations, who in some way are 'living for tomorrow', backed up by ideas and sources of information.  The stories are told through the experiences of the people concerned, inspiring readers to make a difference for themselves.  LfT is available in places such as libraries, hairdressers, dentists, doctors, colleges and community buildings throughout Nottinghamshire.  Alternatively you can contact the editorial team if you would like to receive a copy through the post. 

Contact details: Tel: 0115 977 4222 or Email: editor@livingfortomorrow.org.uk 

Following on the opening of the new kennel complex at Radcliffe’s RSPCA centre, work continues to provide more new facilities.  The kennels have been operating for over 40 years. The cost of the total renovation is over £2 million to provide spacious, comfortable and modern accommodation for the 1,000+ animals rehomed from the shelter each year. The Shelter receives no funding from the national RSPCA or the Government and is reliant on donations and fund raising.  To complete the rebuild they now have to raise at least another £750,000 and are seeking donations from local people and companies. Donations of £10 will buy a brick and £100 will buy a ‘Golden’ brick which gives opportunity for the donor’s name to be placed on a plaque in the new reception building.  Local groups can have a cat pen named as they wish for a donation of £2,000 or a dog kennel for £8,000.  The new facilities being provided are lighter and brighter than the existing accommodation with correct insulation to keep the animals at a comfortable temperature while at the same time reducing heating bills.  The new south-facing kennel blocks each contain 17 pens of varying sizes to house dogs and groups of dogs of all kinds. The existing wooden cattery is to be replaced.

Flood Protection/Trent Valley Villages

The Environment Agency and Nottinghamshire County Council are working together to help protect residents of villages such as Burton Joyce and Gunthorpe from flooding.  The Council is willing to contribute £150,000 towards the Local Levy Schemes planned for the area during 2008–2009.  Area Flood Risk Manager, Paul Lockhart, says “I was delighted to hear of Nottinghamshire County Council’s offer of assistance. Working in partnership like this for the good of local rural communities is good news for people living in the county’s vulnerable villages along the Trent downstream of Nottingham.”

The additional funding will be used to help support work planned to be carried out during 2008/9 which includes (number of properties protected):

· Gunthorpe, Cottage Pasture Lane, (18)

· Burton Joyce Phase 2, (307)

· Lowdham Flood Wall, (20)

· Improving Flood Resistance, (40)

Nottinghamshire County Councillor Baron said that it is important to recognise that these schemes, welcome as they certainly are, do not seek to prevent flooding; rather they provide a higher level of protection than would otherwise exist.

A public meeting will take place at the village hall, Cross Street, Bilsthorpe, on 19 May 2008 starting at 6.30 pm. This is to, in part, determine public support for a new Community Centre and invite members of the community onto the working group.  Contact: Neil Bettison, Community Development Worker, Nottinghamshire County Council, 01623 860891

Help for Survivors of Domestic Abuse

The official launch of the South Nottinghamshire Sanctuary Scheme aimed at survivors of domestic abuse living in the boroughs of Broxtowe, Gedling and Rushcliffe  took place in March 2008.  The scheme provides free of charge improvements to home security, as well as protection and support so that survivors and any children feel safe to stay in their home.    The scheme promotes choice and is one of the housing options available to survivors of domestic abuse that have ended their relationship to stay in their own homes safely and enabling them to retain support networks relating to work, school, family and friends.  An important feature of the scheme is the support of a specialist worker provided by the Women’s Aid Advice Centre (WAAC). As well as access to a support worker the security measures will include a range of security improvements.  All applicants for the new Sanctuary scheme will need to satisfy initial criteria and will be subject to a full risk assessment.  If applicants are not eligible they will be offered further support to ensure they can access the help they need.  For some this scheme may not be a safe or appropriate option.  To contact your local 24 hour free phone Domestic Violence helpline contact 0808 800 0340 or free phone text phone between 9 am and 5 pm on 0808 800 0341.

Contacts:

Gedling Scheme Co-ordinator, Tina Hallam, on 0115 901 3679 or email, tina.hallam@gedling.gov.uk
Broxtowe Scheme Co-ordinator, Anne Lumb, on 0115 917 3547 or email anne.lumb@broxtowe.gov.uk
Rushcliffe Scheme Co-ordinator, Wendy Green, on 0115 914 8287 or email wgreen@rushcliffe.gov.uk
Stapleford Shopper Service 

111 Stapleford Shopper: 6 May marks the start of an exciting new era when the County Council begins using its own buses to benefit the fare paying public. Service 111 (the Stapleford Shopper) is a well used local route which carries many older and less mobile passengers. It will now be linked to existing social care transport in the area which will bring to the route the benefits of latest design easy access buses and drivers highly trained in customer care. By operating the service with our own vehicles and drivers we can ensure that the highest standards are maintained, whilst saving the extra expense of hiring in a contractor for the public service.

A recent meeting of the Passenger Transport Forum was attended by Former Home Secretary David Blunkett MP where he talked about how Nottinghamshire can improve bus services for the home to school journey. 

--------o0o--------

Welcome to new clerks at Parish Councils/meetings

Mrs L Sinclair, Holme

Mr D Ottewell, Eakring

Ms Y Wellard, Barnby in the Willows

Mrs M Jordan, Hickling

Mr M Bossart, South Scarle

Mr R Aston, Bulcote

Mrs Stanford, Stanford on Soar

Parish websites:

* Denotes Quality Parish Council status

** Several parishes have a website through Newark and Sherwood District Council’s website: http://www.newark-sherwooddc.gov.uk/pp/service/detail.asp?id=1770

Annesley/Felley: Annesley-felley.org.uk

Aslockton: www.aslockton.org

Balderton: www.baldertonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Barton in Fabis: www.bartoninfabispc.org.uk

Beckingham cum Saundby: beckingham-northnotts.org.uk 

Bingham: www.bingham-tc.gov.uk*

Blyth: www.blythvillage.co.uk

Colwick: www.colwickpc.org.uk

Cotgrave: www.cotgrave-tc.gov.uk*

Cropwell Bishop: www.cropwellbishop.com

Eakring: www.eakring.org

East Bridgford: www.eastbridgford.com

East Leake: www.east-leake.gov.uk*

Eastwood: www.eastwood-town-council.org.uk*

Everton: www.evertonvillage.org.uk*

Farndon: www.newark-sherwooddc.gov.uk/pp/gold/ viewGold.asp?IDType+Page&ID=9617**

Farnsfield: www.farnsfield-pc.gov.uk

Gotham: www.gothamvillage.org.uk

Granby cum Sutton: www.parish.council.freeuk.com

Greasley: www.greasleypc.co.uk

Gringley on the Hill: www.gringleyvillage.org.uk*

Harby: http://www.newark-sherwooddc.gov.uk/harby

Holme Pierrepont and Gamston: www.holmepierrepontandgamstonpc.org.uk

Hoveringham: www.hoveringham.org.uk

Keyworth: www.keyworthparishcouncil.org.uk

Kingston on Soar: www.kingston-on-soar.co.uk

Kinoulton: www.kinoulton.com

Kimberley: www.kimberley-online.org.uk/4724.html

Lambley: www.lambleyvillage.org.uk

Langar cum Barnstone: www.theparishcouncil.org

Laneham: www.laneham.org.uk

Linby:  www.linby.org 

Mattersey: www.matterseypc.org.uk

Misson: www.missonparish.net

Misterton: www.misterton-notts-pc.gov.uk*

Newark: www.newark.gov.uk

Newstead: www.newsteadvillage.org

Normanton on Soar: www.normanton-on-soar.co.uk*

North/South Wheatley: northandsouthwheatleyvillage.co.uk

Nuthall: www.nuthallparishcouncil.co.uk 

Orston: www.orstonparish.co.uk
Oxton: www.oxtonpc.org.uk

Papplewick: www.papplewick.org

Radcliffe on Trent:  www.radcliffe-grangehall.co.uk/links*

Ranskill: www.ranskill.org.uk

Ravenshead: www.ravensheadparishcouncil.org.uk

Rempstone: www.rempstone.netfirms.com
Rhodesia: www.uk.geocities/com/b.quarrington@btinternet.com

South Leverton: geocities.com/slevnotts_webmast

Southwell: www.southwell-tc.gov.uk 

Stanton on the Wolds: www.stantononthewoldsparishcouncil.gov.uk

Stapleford: www.stapleford-notts.co.uk/town%20council.htm

Sturton le Steeple: sturton-le-steeple.org.uk
Sutton Bonington: www.suttonbonington.org

Tollerton: www.tollerton.org

Trowell: www.trowell.org.uk

Warsop: www.warsopweb.co.uk

Woodborough:www.woodboroughpc.org.uk

Wysall: www.wysall.com

City and County websites/Tel Numbers:

www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk    0115 915 5555

www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk  0115 982 3823

District Council websites:

www.ashfield-dc.gov.uk

www.bassetlaw.gov.uk

www.broxtowe.gov.uk

www.gedling.gov.uk

www.mansfield.gov.uk

www.newark-sherwooddc.gov.uk

www.rushcliffe.gov.uk

Other useful websites:

www.naturalengland.org.uk

www.defra.gov.uk

www.emda.org.uk

www.environment-agency.gov.uk

www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/youthzone

Government News: www.number10.gov.uk

Communities and local government www.communities.gov.uk

National Association of Local Councils: www.nalc.gov.uk/

Direct Gov: www.direct.gov.uk/

Useful Telephone Numbers:

County Council Waste hotline:
0115 977 1019

Crimestoppers: 

0800 555 111 

Domestic Violence: 
0808 800 0340

Floodline: 


0845 988 1188

Report Racial Abuse:
0800 085 8511

Smell Gas?


0800 111 999

Victim Support: 

0115 852 3506

Nottinghamshire Association 

of Local Councils:


01636 816890

Rural Community Action 

Nottinghamshire (formerly 

Notts Rural Community Council): 
01623 727600

District Council Telephone Numbers:

Ashfield:
01623 450000

Bassetlaw:
01909 533533

Broxtowe:
0115 917 7777

Mansfield:
01623 463463

Gedling:
0115 901 3901

Newark and Sherwood:

01636 650000

Rushcliffe:
0115 981 9911

Your District Council Contacts:

Ashfield District Council

Public Relations

01623 457004

Bassetlaw District Council

Public Relations 

01909 533726

Broxtowe Borough Council

Public Relations

0115 917 3743

Gedling Borough Council

Public Relations

0115 901 3801

Mansfield District Council

Public Relations

01623 463021

Newark and Sherwood District Council

Public Relations 

01636 655255

Rushcliffe Borough Council

Public Relations

0115 914 8555

Your Newsletter

This newsletter is sent to Town and Parish Councils/Meetings, for distribution.  Names and addresses are held on a database.  

I want mail to get to the right people without delay so please help by informing me of any changes as it is my responsibility to inform others within the authority who mail out to parish councils.  

Parish contact details, the code of practice and this newsletter are on the authority's website at www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/parishcouncils.htm

Please contact me if you have: 

Changes of Parish Clerks details

Articles for Countylink
information of an event during July, August and September 2008 in your parish

requests for extra copies of Countylink

information/links/photographs you would like to add to your details on the Nottinghamshire County Council’s website.

Barbara Worrall

Contacting us:

Post:
Barbara Worrall, Strategic Partnerships, Chief Executive’s Department Nottinghamshire County Council, County Hall, West Bridgford, Nottingham NG2 7QP

Phone:
0115 977 4085

Fax:

0115 977 3859

E-mail:
countylink@nottscc.gov.uk

Internet:
www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/parishcouncils.htm



www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/countylink.htm

Published: 
April 2008

This information is available in other formats

Deadline date for articles for the next issue is:

18 June 2008 
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