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Quality Parish Clerks

Following the launch of the Quality Parish Council Scheme last year, one Nottinghamshire Parish Clerk has already acquired the AQA qualification which is one of the criteria necessary for a Quality Council.  Congratulations go to David Wright who is our first Nottinghamshire parish clerk to receive this recognition.   David is clerk to 3 parishes in North Nottinghamshire: Misterton, Everton and Gringley on the Hill.  

Nottinghamshire Association of Local Councils (NALC) is now more than half way through its training programme for AQA with several Nottinghamshire Parish and Town Council clerks.  

If you are interested in the next training programme which will be run during June and July 2004 then please contact: 

Lynda Ogilvie at NALC on 01636 816890.

A Parish Plan for Misterton and West Stockwith

A Parish Plan has been produced by a steering group for Misterton Area Partnership (MAP).  The Plan outlines work for the next 10 years together with a Programme for 2003-2008.  The 2 villages of Misterton and West Stockwith submitted the joint application.  

To help develop the project, local people gave 300 hours of their time over the year-long exercise, including attending the steering group and theme groups.  MAP worked in partnership with local authorities and agencies including Bassetlaw CVS, Bassetlaw District Council, East Midlands Development Agency, The Countryside Agency, Enterprise for All, Nottinghamshire Rural Community Council and Nottinghamshire County Council.  The Plan has been distributed to all residents in the MAP area.

Although Misterton and West Stockwith is a rural area it draws on its substantial community strengths, such as: special environment encompassing historic settlements, attractive waterway system, historic connections with John Wesley and the Pilgrim Fathers and local employment.  It also has a modern health clinic, homes for the elderly, popular primary and nursery school, community-run playgroup and an active growing community with social clubs, church groups, pubs, sport clubs and youth groups.

Contact: David Wright, Parish Clerk to Misterton Parish Council on 01709 813360 or view the website at: http://www.mistertonareapartnership.org.uk/

Townscape Heritage Initiative 


Through the Townscape Heritage Initiative, grants are available to help communities regenerate the historic parts of their towns and cities.  The programme is designed to address problems in areas of particular social and economic need throughout the UK.  It encourages partnerships to carry out repairs and other works to a number of different historic properties within those areas, and so improve the quality of life for all those who live, work or visit there. 

The pack contains all the information necessary to apply for grants as well as information on other grant giving programmes.  Applications are assessed in two stages.

Guidance for the 2004 bidding round for the Townscape Heritage Initiative is available from the end of January 2004.  The deadline dates for Stage One applications will be May.

For information about application packs visit http://www.hlf.org.uk/cgi-bin/ hlfframemast.pl?K=51or tel: 020 7591 6043 for more details.

Living Spaces

Over £1 million worth of grants offered to create living spaces across England was announced in December 2003.  Part of the government’s Sustainable Communities Plan, ‘Living Spaces’ is a 3-year £30 million grant scheme aimed at helping local people improve their environment.  Living Spaces also helps local groups by providing practical support and expert advice on how to deliver projects successfully.  The 2 local groups that have been awarded an amount for improvements are:

Friends of Brierley Forest Park, Sutton in Ashfield, £11,255 for Path Refurbishment and Friends of The Carrs, Market Warsop, £22,150 for the River Meden Corridor Enhancement Scheme.

Living Spaces grants are available to existing neighbourhood groups in England.  For further information go to www.living-spaces.org.uk or call 0845 600 3190

£9 Million Boost for the Fight Against Arson 

New and innovative projects across the country aimed at tackling the growing menace of arson will receive a share of over £9 million of funding over 3-years, Fire Safety Minister Phil Hope announced at the end of January.

The money comes from the Government's £43 million 3-year investment in community fire safety and arson reduction in England and Wales.  The programme reinforces the key message of the Fire and Rescue Services Bill, published earlier in January, which places a greater emphasis on prevention work by fire and rescue services.

The funding will also assist the Government's wider neighbourhood renewal plans and complements the Anti-Social Behaviour Action Plan launched by the Prime Minister in October 2003.  (The results of the consultation exercise on whether Housing Benefit sanctions should be used against anti-social neighbours was published in late January.)

Arson is the single largest cause of fires in the UK.  It destroys people's lives and costs over £2 billion a year.  Through the Arson Control Forum (ACF) Implementation Fund, innovative new ideas, as well as tried and tested schemes, will build on the success of existing projects and help in the fight against malicious fires.

Nottinghamshire Fire and Rescue Service’s Arson Task Force looks set to receive:

2003/04

  £30,000

2004/05

£120,000

2005/06

£120,000

TOTAL: 

£270,000

For more information go to: 

www.odpm.gov.uk/housing/housingbill

Fighting Arson: http://www.odpm.gov.uk

Anti-Social Behaviour: http://www.odpm.gov.uk 

Newark—Bingham Rural Bus Challenge - Village Lynx Bus Service Network

Work is progressing well on the new Rural Bus Challenge.  Five brand new low floor vehicles to operate on MASS Transit tendered services 54, 55 and 56 have now been purchased, jointly funded by Nottinghamshire County Council and MASS Transit.  New timetables will be introduced to make the services more attractive and enable more connections into the main towns of Bingham, Newark and Nottingham with through tickets on offer.  In addition it is hoped that better connections to link with rail services for commuters living in the area will be made possible.  

The current service 56, operating around the deepest rural areas, will be revised to operate a mix of "semi fixed" Demand Responsive Transport (DRT) where the bus will "wiggle" off the main route to provide market day services. At other times it will be "fully" DRT where passengers will need to pre-book their journey via the Bus Operator.  Two new mini interchanges are proposed in Flintham and Orston where the DRT service will connect with the main services.

Questionnaires, including an element of door to door interviews, that took place before Christmas, are currently being analysed and these will help to identify current travel patterns and where DRT will be most needed.  As a "thank you" for completing the questionnaires there was an opportunity for residents to suggest a name for the new bus network, with a prize for the winner(s) of a month’s free travel.  The name chosen is Village Lynx.  There are 2 winners who will be notified shortly.  Village Lynx will be officially launched by Councillor T Butler, Cabinet Member for Environment at Nottinghamshire County Council, on Monday 23 February 2004 with the actual services being introduced on 1 March 2004.

Source: Nottinghamshire County Council Environment Awareness

Link Ollerton

Local Link Ollerton, Nottinghamshire is one of 42 bus projects in rural areas to benefit from latest government funding.  Transport Minister Tony McNulty announced that a total of £20.3 m has been awarded.  This money, awarded following the 2003 Rural Bus Challenge competition, will go to a wide range of projects throughout rural England, helping to improve transport choice and access to essential services and facilities.  Link Ollerton will receive £647,299.

Source: Department of Transport: www.dft.gov.uk

£29.5 million transport drive for North Notts

The County Council’s drive to bring the best transport system to Nottinghamshire has been given a push forward with an announcement of an extra £29.5 million investment in north Nottinghamshire.

The money is the basis of the County Council’s Local Transport Plan – the blueprint for better travel and transport in Nottinghamshire – for 2004.

Latest figures for the past 12 months show the investment so far in the county’s travel and transport system is already paying dividends. 

The figures show a:

· 42% fall in child casualties, compared to the Government’s 1994-98 baseline average

· 23% fall in all killed and seriously injured accidents, compared to the baseline

· An increase in bus use across the county for the third year running

· 31% fall in the number of main roads in poor repair since 2000

· 1.5% reduction in traffic volumes.

Building on this foundation, next year the North Nottinghamshire area, including Worksop, Retford, Mansfield, Ashfield and Newark will share a £29.5 million investment focused on a number of headline projects:

· £9.9m on road maintenance to tackle the backlog of repairs on roads across the county

· £15m to continue work on the Mansfield Ashfield Regeneration Route (MARR) designed to create up to 9,000 new jobs by opening up southern Mansfield to new investment opportunities

· New road safety schemes. 

Key projects include:

· Sheepbridge Lane, Mansfield: Road improvements to help reduce congestion in the area

· New ‘green’ transport projects aimed at pedestrians, cyclists and bus and rail users to help cut congestion and pollution, improve safety and boost health by increasing exercise. 

Countywide:

· Major investment of £600,000 to upgrade pedestrian crossings across Nottinghamshire to help people with a disability cross more safely.

· Replacement of life-expired street lighting columns.

Contact: Nottinghamshire County Council, Environment Awareness

£27 million transport drive for Greater Nottingham

The County Council has also been given £27 million for investment in the Greater Nottingham transport system.

This money will be split between the County and City Councils and the amounts awarded to each will be confirmed shortly.   

Building on previous improvements, next year the Greater Nottingham area including Broxtowe,  Rushcliffe, Gedling, Hucknall and the City of Nottingham will share a £27 million investment focused on a number of headline projects:

· £3.7m on road maintenance to tackle the backlog of repairs on roads 

· New road safety schemes including the Safer Routes to Schools programme, upgraded pedestrian crossings, new traffic calming and speed cameras

· New ‘green’ transport projects aimed at pedestrians, cyclists and bus and rail users to help cut congestion and pollution, improve safety and boost health by increasing exercise.

Key projects include:

· Ongoing work into the transport studies for Bingham, Ruddington, Beeston and Arnold
· Major investment in upgraded pedestrian crossings across Nottinghamshire to help people with a disability cross more safely.


Wheels to Work National Co‑ordinator to be based in Nottinghamshire

The Wheels to Work project is an exciting transport initiative aimed at improving training and employment opportunities, especially for young people or long term unemployed people, living in isolated rural areas.  

The scheme aims to enable those who are disadvantaged by lack of private or public transport to access a limited number of mopeds and bikes for personal transport, in order to obtain training or employment.  

The scheme has already been operating successfully for 2 years in Nottinghamshire and is currently running with 30 mopeds.  Further funding has been obtained from the Greater Nottingham Partnership and the Nottinghamshire County Council Transport Plan to purchase some more vehicles. 

In addition to this, Nottinghamshire Rural Community Council has been successful in a bid to manage a National post.  The National Wheels to Work Co-ordinator will be responsible for supporting existing local Wheels to Work schemes including the Nottinghamshire model, establishing new ones in areas of rural need, developing a national support network and ensuring the long term future and mainstreaming of the scheme.  The appointee will be based at the RCC offices in Newstead Village and will be directly responsible to the National Steering Group and the Countryside Agency Transport Branch.

For further information contact: Jackie Colquitt, Head of Rural Services 01623 727614 or Gina Brindley, Nottinghamshire Wheels to Work Officer 01623 727620 

New Appointment

Tony Clayton was appointed Rural Transport Partnership Officer for Nottinghamshire in late November 2003 and will be working out of Nottinghamshire Rural Community Council.  Tony has said that parishes can contact him with regard to rural transportation issues in Nottinghamshire.

Tony Clayton
Notts Rural Community Council
Rural Transport Partnership Officer
01623 727619

Extra £20 million for Urban Buses 

A total of £19.6 million is to be awarded to 40 urban bus schemes, Transport Minister Tony McNulty announced last month.

The money, from the Urban Bus Challenge Competition, will go to a wide range of bus schemes that help to tackle urban deprivation and social exclusion across England.

The Urban Bus Challenge is designed to help with the regeneration of deprived urban areas by improving local transport, targeting the support to areas that need it most.  The 40 projects benefiting from this money are the winners of the third Urban Bus Challenge competition, which has now given out £53 million since 2001.

Nottingham City has been awarded £338,366 for their expansion of bus services to major employment sites enhancing bus services to major workplaces to the east and south west of the city centre.

Nottinghamshire has been awarded £702,857 for flexible local accessibility in Ashfield. Conventional and semi-fixed demand-responsive feeder services to provide a more focused network of bus services in 5 deprived wards in Ashfield, Nottinghamshire.

Source: Department For Transport www.dft.gov.uk

A Better Deal for Rural Transport

Web-based guidance to help transport planners and providers develop effective Local Transport Plans (LTPs) that meet the needs of rural communities, rural businesses and visitors to the countryside has been established.  The guidance contains examples and case studies.  It also examines the way in which highway authorities can link town and country and how partnerships can work more closely in developing LTPs.   The guide can be found at: http://www.countryside.gov.uk/EssentialServices/Transport/localTransportPlans/ltpguidance_intro/index.asp

Revised Code of Practice on Consultation

As part of the Government’s drive to improve consultation by government departments and agencies a revised Code of Practice on Consultation was published by the Cabinet Office at the end of January 2004.  The Code comes into force on 1 April 2004 and replaces the Code of Practice on Written Consultation published in November 2000.  It is now shorter and clearer and easier for departments to use.  It also strengthens the commitment to providing consultees with feedback and to following better regulation best practice in developing policy.  In brief:

· Consult widely

· Be clear about proposals

· Ensure consultation is clear

· Give feedback regarding responses received

· Monitor your department’s effectiveness

· Ensure your consultation follows best practice including Impact Assessment if appropriate.

Feedback is welcome: Consultation Co-ordinator, Regulatory Impact Unit, Cabinet Office, 5th Floor, 22 Whitehall, London SW1A 2WH 

Tel: 020 7276 6275

Source: www.cabinet-office.gov.uk

Your BBC, Your Say

Culture Secretary, Tessa Jowell launched the biggest ever public debate on the future of the BBC in December 2003.  The public consultation, which will give people the chance to put their views directly to Ministers at meetings across the UK, is the first stage in the review of the BBCs Royal Charter which sets out its general aims and functions.  The Charter is up for review by 1 January 2007.  The first stage of the review sets out a list of key questions to prompt discussion about the BBC’s role, structure and function.  

These questions are:

· What do you value most about the BBC?

· How should the BBC adapt to cope with changes in technology and culture?

· What do you think of the television, radio and online services the BBC provides?

· Should the BBC run commercial services?

· How should we pay for the BBC?

· Is the BBC organised in the most effective and efficient way?

· How should the BBC be governed and regulated?

· How do we ensure that the BBC is properly accountable to the public and Parliament?

To help stimulate debate, an information leaflet, entitled Your BBC, Your Say, will be available in public libraries and on a dedicated website at: www.bbccharterreview.org.uk.  The current charter can be found at: www.bbc.co.uk/info/policies/charter/.

Contributors to the Charter Review consultation should send their views to: BBC Charter Review consultation, Department for Culture, Media and Sport, 2-4 Cockspur Street, London, SW1Y 5DH or e-mail: bbc.charterreview@culture.gsi.gov.uk.  

Closing date for responses 31 March 2004

European Museum of the Year Award

Interested parties are advised that applications for the 2005 European Museum Awards are now being accepted. The Awards scheme seeks to recognise, encourage and publicise new development in museums and to award those which are adapting exceptionally well to the changing cultural, social and economic conditions in Europe.

Three Awards are made each year:

· The main European Museum of the Year Award

· The Council of Europe Award, for a museum judged to have made a notable contribution to the understanding of the European heritage 

· The Micheletti Award, for an industrial or technical museum which has shown special initiative in its national context.

Established museums, which have completed a substantial programme of modernisation, extension, reorganisation or re-interpretation during the past 2 years, and new museums, first opened to the public during the past 2 years, may enter this scheme.

An entry fee of £200 must be submitted upon application.  

Deadline for applications each year is 31 March from European Museum Forum, The Administrator, PO Box 913, Bristol  BS99 5ST

Tel: 0117 923 8897, Fax: 0117 973 2437

E-mail: EuropeanMuseumForum@compuserve.com

Website: http://www.europeanmuseumforum.org
DEFRA Announces £20 million Targeted Recycling Grant 

The Government has announced that DEFRA are planning to make available a £20 million targeted grant to help local authorities recycle rubbish in 2004/05.  It aims to address the pressure each local authority faces to invest in its waste management services next year and, in particular, to meet its Statutory Performance Standard for recycling and composting in 2005/06.  The grant to each authority will be calculated using a simplified version of the Environmental, Protective and Cultural Services formula tailored to reflect need to spend on waste, depending on factors like population density and size of area.

The information in the following table shows the grants payable to each Nottinghamshire authority:

	Nottinghamshire
	
£137,886

	Ashfield

	
£18,010

	Bassetlaw 

	
£20,306

	Broxtowe 

	
£17,003

	Gedling 

	
£20,595

	Mansfield 

	
£15,498

	Newark and Sherwood
	
£16,994

	Rushcliffe 

	
£16,669


Further information is available at http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/waste/localauth/wastefund/2004-5.htm

East Midlands Smoke Free Public Places Debate

The East Midlands Smoke Free Public Places Debate follows The Big Smoke Debate.  This was an initiative of the London Health Commission, (an independent body reporting to the Mayor of London). It was organised and funded by Smoke Free London but fronted by the Commission and ran from October–December 03.  The results were reported in mid-January to the Mayor and through the media.

The East Midlands survey, which is an integral part of the strategies of Local Tobacco Alliances, will target East Midlands residents and largely use the same questions as the LHC’s survey to achieve very significant numbers to report back to Government and to influence key regional and local decision makers eg local authority members.

This work is being co-ordinated on behalf of the Regional Tobacco Control Network by a steering group with representatives from Local Tobacco Control Alliances, TUC, DOH, Regional Assembly, Strategic Health Authority, with additional representation being sought from emda, the regional development agency and a young persons’ representative. 

The survey will include:

· A web based version hosted by Emphasis, the East Midlands Public Health Network, to be completed on line 

· Paper based versions which will be distributed widely

· Integration into other surveys and communications eg Citizens’ Panels, LA Newsletters etc.

Planned timetable: 

· Launch the website in mid-February

· Present the results to the Public Health Conference on 14 May (at which the New York Commissioner will be sharing stage with Chief Medical Officer) 

· Present the results to the Regional Assembly at its June meeting.


Get involved:

· Can you help to use this survey to capture the views of residents in your area on smoke free public places?

· Encourage as many people as possible to complete the survey, which will be run on the Emphasis website (it only takes a few minutes)

· Be part of an educational campaign to raise consciousness of the impact of second hand smoke in public places

· Involve young people to support the project.

Contact: Mondays and Fridays 9 am-5 pm. 

Co-ordinator Sam Bruce Mobile: 07989 447 415 E-mail: sam@thoughtfactory.demon.co.uk

From January-March Sam will be co-ordinating the East Midlands Smoke Free Project, ensuring that partnerships and systems are in place to present the project to the East Midlands Annual Public Health Conference (May 04) and the Regional Assembly (June 04).

Or: 

Kath Childs, (Senior Manager for Tobacco Control, Department of Health East Midlands) The Belgrave Centre, Stanley Place, Talbot Street, Nottingham NG1 5GG. 

E-mail: kath.childs@doh.gsi.gov.uk

Direct Line 0115 971 4786 Fax 0115 971 2404

What can Learning do for you and your area?

Partnership Workers from the Adult and Community Learning Service (ACLS) have recently been asking these very questions in our target areas across the County.  As part of its wider remit to encourage the take up of learning by people who are more difficult to engage, the Service has sought the help of local people and organisations in drawing up plans for learning. 

ACLS Partnership Workers are based in each district and for the past few years have been developing Learning Communities Operations Groups (‘COGs’) in areas of greatest disadvantage. Members of COGs have been coming together over recent months to look at issues and needs in their area related to learning.  Each COG has put together its own Local Learning Plan which includes plans for activity for the coming year.  The Plans are being reviewed on a regular basis and are seen by ACLS as a vital means of local consultation and of reaching potential learners.  The Service is working with schools, libraries, voluntary groups and with local providers to find ways to make learning more accessible and relevant.  

A number of grants are available and ACLS is keen to hear from groups and organisations that have ideas for learning activity.  If you would like more information about ACLS Grants, COGs and Local Learning Plans or would like to be involved in some way please contact your local ACLS Partnership Worker –

Ashfield - Andy Ashley - 01623 642304, mob: 07968 477739

Bassetlaw - Karen Bonsall - 01909 474029, mob: 07736 117923 Hilary Cave - 

01909 474029, mob: 07968 473704

Greater Nottingham – Maxine Murray – 

0115 977 2155, mob: 07976 231564

Mansfield – Jo Beardmore – 01623 642304, mob: 07736117924

Newark and Sherwood – Carole Blackburn – 01636 679807, mob: 07989 855928 Karen Bonsall - 01909 474029 mob: 07736 117923

Solo Trek

Fiona Thornewill (37) from Thurgaton, Nottinghamshire who was sponsored £10,000 by the East Midlands Development Agency (emda) has recently become the youngest lone female to reach the South Pole.  Fiona completed the 700‑mile trip in 42 days achieving not only her aim of becoming the first British woman to trek solo and unaided to the Pole but also became the fastest person to make the trip unsupported.

Source: emda

Doorstep Greens
COMMUNITIES in 12 towns and villages across the East Midlands now have the go ahead to get their Doorstep Green project off the ground.

The Doorstep Greens Initiative, administered by the Countryside Agency on behalf of lottery distributor the New Opportunities Fund, has provided funding for the creation of new or restored green space and many of these spaces are now beginning to take shape, as the work begins in earnest.

Work on the Rayners Field Doorstep Green, in East Markham, Nottinghamshire, began in October 2003 and is making good progress.  An essential element of this scheme was to rid the part of the site allocated for playing fields of its drainage problems.  This has been achieved by diverting the water to create a wetland area which will be accessed via a boardwalk.  There will also be a wildflower area, tree planting and picnic area, all in keeping with the rural nature of the site.

Work has just begun creating a Doorstep Green in the heart of the former Nottinghamshire coalfield area.  West Park Doorstep Green in Kirkby in Ashfield was launched by Councillor Edward Holmes, chair of Ashfield District Council, on 12 January 2004.  Work on the project will take place in 2 phases, the earlier phase being the Doorstep Green elements of the project, which will return a neglected former allotment site, currently used for flytipping, to public use and providing a valuable recreational amenity for this densely populated and built up area of the county.

Work is nearing completion on Hawtonville Doorstep Green in Newark. The area, part of a town housing estate, has been transformed from a large open square to a more interesting open space with recreational areas all linked by lit footpaths. Special mosaics created by pupils and adults at Bowbridge Primary School have been built into the scheme.


For further information about Doorstep Greens, visit  www.countryside.gov.uk or contact Kristina Gould, East Midlands Doorstep Greens Adviser, Countryside Agency-East Midlands Region  on 01949 876200.

Access to the Countryside – Dedicated Land Opportunities

The Government's programme to improve public access to the countryside took a step forward today, as Rural Affairs Minister Alun Michael launched guidance for land managers on how to dedicate land voluntarily.

Under the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000, the public will enjoy a new right of access on foot to England's 'open country' including mountain, moor, heath, downland and registered common land by the end of 2005.

In making a dedication, landowners and long leaseholders can expand that list to include areas, such as woodland and coastal land, which are not already covered by the new right.  Higher rights than access on foot, such as cycling and horse riding, can also be introduced.  Dedicated land would confer a right of access permanently or, in the case of leasehold land, until the dedicator's lease expires.  

The guidance is designed to provide potential dedicators with advice to help them decide whether making a dedication is right for them.  It contains model forms which can be used by landowners and leaseholders wishing to make a dedication, and details of the bodies which can be approached for additional help and information.

Copies of the guidance and the regulations on dedication are available from the Defra website at:
http://www.defra.gov.uk/wildlife-countryside/cl/accessopen.htm

Which woods would you know about?

If you go down to the woods today, would you know the best place to go?

A new survey has been finding out how aware local people are about new and existing woodlands and countryside sites in Greenwood, Nottinghamshire’s Community Forest. The area stretches from Mansfield in the north to Nottingham in the south and from Eastwood in the west to Farnsfield in the east.

The aim of the survey, which was carried out by the Greenwood Community Forest Partnership, was to measure how well people know their local woodland sites and how well they use them.

The survey showed that as well as being regular visitors to the sites, residents also agreed with the work that is being carried out by the Greenwood Partnership to improve communities, making them better places by providing new country parks on derelict colliery spoil heaps.

The face-to-face interviews were carried out with nearly 900 people throughout the county and results showed that:

· Bestwood Country Park was the most commonly-recognised site out of the 13 Greenwood Forest areas, with 70% of people being aware of the site

· 52% of people visit local countryside sites like Brierley Forest Park, Vicar Water Country Park  and Attenborough Nature Reserve at least once a month

· Residents like to get out into the country parks to exercise and walking is the most popular activity, with 55% of those questioned enjoying guided walks

· Over 80% of those questioned agree that the Greenwood Partnership should be restoring derelict land to create new woodlands – a primary objective of the Partnership

· A third of those who knew about the work being carried out had heard about the Community Forest Initiative from friends or relatives.

The Greenwood Partnership is an initiative of The Countryside Agency and Forestry Commission working in partnership with Nottinghamshire County Council, Nottingham City Council, Ashfield, Mansfield and Newark & Sherwood District Councils and Broxtowe and Gedling Borough Councils. 

Contact: Tel: 01623 758231, Fax 01623 751846 or 
email greenwood@nottscc.gov.uk.

Calling all community groups, businesses, schools and environ-mentally aware individuals – Do you have what it takes to be a Green Guardian? 

The Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust is delighted to announce the launch of its 4th Annual Green Guardians Environmental Awards and to invite anyone involved in a local environmental project to apply for an award. 

Green Guardians is the county’s leading environmental awards scheme and aims to put Nottinghamshire on the map as a centre for good environmental practice and showcase green initiatives across the County. 

Green Guardians was launched in 2000 to promote and reward good environmental practice by businesses, schools, community groups and individuals and over the past 3 years, the Awards have gone from strength to strength, attracting applications from an exceptional range of projects from all sectors of the community.  The scheme has also secured the support of some of the East Midlands’ leading businesses and statutory organisations. In 2004 the awards are being supported by the Government Office for the East Midlands (GOEM), The Environment Agency, Severn Trent Water, The Greater Nottingham Partnership and EDF Cottam Power Station – Green Guardians is also backed by the Nottingham Evening Post. 

Awards will be offered in 5 categories, covering everything from projects in schools designed to improve the local environment or engage pupils, to companies seeking to improve their environmental performance.  Prize money of £1000 is available in the schools, community and individual categories and winning businesses will each receive a year’s membership of the Trust’s successful Wildlife Guardians Corporate Involvement Programme and be able to access high quality environmental advice.  Winners in each category will also receive a unique hand-cast bronze trophy and be invited to a special gala dinner in June. 

Environmentalists David Bellamy and Bill Oddie back Green Guardians and applying for an award couldn’t be easier. Entrants just have to complete a simple two-sided application form outlining their project and how they would use the prize money. 

The closing date for entries is 15 May 2004 and they will be judged by a panel of local experts with a shortlist of project being assessed by a celebrity panel including people such as Wildlife Trust’s President Professor David Bellamy and TV Naturalist Chris Packham. 

To request an Application Form call 

0115 958 8242 or email emcdaid@nottswt.cix.co.uk 

Application forms will also be available from mid February from the Trust’s web site at www.wildlifetrust.org.uk/nottinghamshire  

The Sherwood Project

The Sherwood Project is a new multi-agency crime reduction initiative in Nottinghamshire which draws on national best practice to target and manage persistent substance misusing offenders.  The Police, Probation Service, Drug and Alcohol Action Teams, Youth Offending Teams and the Prison Service are key partners in this project.

Figures from Nottinghamshire Police indicate that a person who uses class A drugs like heroin or crack cocaine will, on average, spend between £15,000 and £20,000 per annum on their drug habit.  

To achieve that level of drug use the person will be involved in acquisitive crime totalling about £50,000.  Project Sherwood is aimed at the persistent offenders who are responsible for a large proportion of this acquisitive crime.

The objectives of the Sherwood Project are to:

· Focus on offenders who have a track record of serious offences – a minimum of 6 convictions in the previous 12 months in the community

· Provide rapid assessment and drug treatment for those whose offending is motivated by drug misuse

· Provide intensive supervision and monitoring of offenders to deliver a change in lifestyle and behaviour

· Develop better information exchanges between partner organisations to reduce the rate of re-offending

· Ensure a swift enforcement response to non-compliance that reduces the opportunities for re-offending.

Enforcement is a key element of Project Sherwood to demonstrate to both offenders and other stakeholders that the safety of communities is paramount.  Prompt enforcement action which will reduce the potential for further offending by early intervention and, if necessary, breach and recall to prison, will be key in insuring success for this project.

Don’t forget if you have information that could help the police make communities safer then ring Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111

Contact: Adrian Dudley on 0115 977 3058

Area Consultation Meetings

The Rushcliffe Community Partnership - representing 10 major organisations which deliver major services to local residents – is organising Area Consultation Meetings to encourage local people to come forward and debate ideas of concern. 

As the Rushcliffe Community Partnership Board includes all the major organisations and sectors that influence life in the Borough, it is anticipated that almost any issue or concern that might be raised will fall under the remit of a Board Member. The meetings will be based on 4 geographical areas: East, Central, South West and West Bridgford.  It is proposed that 2 meetings be held per year in each area.

The first round of meetings were held throughout November 2003 to identify the main issues concerning the local communities which were found to be policing and transport.  The second round of meetings are to discuss solutions to the issues in more detail.

The next area consultation meeting  - an open meeting - will be held on Thursday 26 February at 7.00 pm, St Peters Rooms, Ruddington. 

This meeting will deal with community safety and rural transport issues for the following areas:

Barton, Bradmore, Bunny, Costock, East Leake, Gotham, Keyworth, Kingston, Normanton on Soar, Normanton on the Wolds, Plumtree, Ratcliffe on Soar, Rempstone, Ruddington, Stanford on Soar, Stanton on the Wolds, Sutton Bonington, Thorpe in the Glebe, Thrumpton, Tollerton, West Leake, Widmerpool, Willoughby and Wysall.

For further details contact Jo Comerie, Community Partnership Officer at Rushcliffe Borough Council on 0115 914 8597. 

Scenes of Rushcliffe photography competition

Rushcliffe residents are being asked to take a photo which captures the essence of the local area as part of a competition organised by Rushcliffe Borough Council.  The photo can feature any subject matter or location including the rural landscape, local industrial developments and community activities.  Judges will select one overall winner who will receive £50.  Photographs should be sent to Rushcliffe Borough Council, Civic Centre, Pavilion Road, West Bridgford, Nottingham, NG2 5FE by 28 February.  Alternatively photographs can be submitted by email to arts@rushcliffe.gov.uk.  All entries should be accompanied by full contact details of the photographer, a short caption (no more than 20 words) and details of location and date. Further details from Sharon Scaniglia (Arts and Culture Officer) on 0115 914 8219. 
 

Rushcliffe 10K 
The very popular 10K race is back this year at Rushcliffe Country Park in Ruddington on Sunday 14 March. The 10K run starts at 10.30 am. In previous years the event has attracted about 300 runners. Serious runners should be able to complete the course in around 35 minutes. The 10K is suitable for runners aged 15 and over. The course involves two circuits of the country park and is off-road (traffic free). There are mementos for everyone taking part and prizes for the winners of the 10K in various categories.  Entry forms are available from the Customer Services Centre at the Civic Centre on 0115 914 8553 and from leisure centres or from the website at www.rushcliffe.gov.uk under the sports and leisure section. 

Stapleford Regeneration Group

The Stapleford Regeneration Group has recently successfully launched its first Business Plan.  The Group is made up of local business people as well as representatives from Stapleford Town Council.  The group’s aim is to involve the local business community in identifying local issues of concern and working in partnership with local organisations to address these issues.  The Mayor of Broxtowe helped launch the Plan and also unveiled the newly produced Stapleford Town Map and Guide.

New fitness suite opens at Cotgrave 

Cotgrave Leisure Centre's new fitness suite opened in January.  The £140,000 state-of-the-art facility located upstairs in the former bar area, is bigger smarter and better than the one it replaces.  The centre can now offer a far wider range of training programmes to both existing and new members.  Use of the new fitness suite will only be available to loyalty cardholders. Customers can pay as they go with hour-long sessions available at £4.30 per visit.  They can also make a lump sum payment of £225.50 giving unlimited use of the gym for a year.  In addition there’s a new all-in-one leisure pass costing just £28 per month.  

This package gives unlimited use of the fitness suite, swimming and aerobic classes any time throughout the year.  Further details from the centre on 0115 989 2916. 

Welcome

Welcome to the following new clerks:

Mrs H Grover, Carlton on Trent Parish Council

Mr N Sherrin-Jones, Walkeringham Parish Council

Mrs J Faulks, Normanton on Soar Parish Council

Miss S Widdup, Harworth and Bircotes Parish Council

Useful Information:

County Council Waste hotline: 0115 977 1019

Crimestoppers: 0800 555 111 

Domestic Violence: 0808 800 0340

Floodline: 0845 988 1188

Report Racial Abuse: 0800 085 8511

District Council websites:

www.ashfield-dc.gov.uk

www.bassetlaw.gov.uk

www.broxtowe.gov.uk

www.gedling.gov.uk

www.mansfield.gov.uk

www.newark-sherwooddc.gov.uk

www.rushcliffe.gov.uk

City and County websites:

www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk

www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk

Other useful websites:

www.environment-agency.gov.uk

www.defra.gov.uk

www.odpm.gov.uk

www.countrysideagency.gov.uk

AROUND THE COUNTY:

Picture the Past ...

Have you ever wondered how your town or village has changed over the last 100 years?   Almost 25,000 images are now on the following website:

www.picturethepast.org.uk.

If you have pictures you think may be of interest for the website then contact your local library.

Green Line

Work improving the Green Line - the former railway line that links Melton Road with Boundary Road in West Bridgford - is progressing well and is due for completion in early February. Contractors have been working since November clearing overgrown thorn and brambles and are currently improving the path surface and access points.  The work follows consultation with residents, the Nottingham Wildlife Trust and local access groups, including the Green Line Group.  

For more information contact Tom Pettit on 0115 914 8558. 

Banned paintings on show

Paintings by local writer D H Lawrence have been on show in Waterstone’s Bookshop in Piccadilly, London.  They have not been seen in public for more than 70 years after they were banned.  They were described as ‘frankly disgusting’ and ‘gross and obscene’ and by the time the police raided the Warren Gallery in London in 1929 some 12,000 people had already seen them.  ‘Lady Chatterley’s Lover’ was banned the instant it was written in 1928.  Today 9 of his original watercolour paintings can be seen at the D H Lawrence Birthplace Museum in Eastwood.  The 2004 exhibition programme at Durban House will feature a range of media including an annual exhibition by the North and East Midlands Photographic Federation, an extraordinary collection of cubism inspired oil paintings by artist Neil Tunnecliff, paintings by contemporary artist Filomena Rodriguez as well as a display of local crafts by proprietors of the nearby D H Lawrence Craft Centre.  There is also work on display by local artist Tim Bennett.  The D H Lawrence Museum and Heritage Centre are open April to October 10 am-5 pm and November to March 10 am-4 pm.  
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Remember BOGUS CALLERS come
in all shapes and sizes.

KNOW your caller - use the door
viewer, look thro’ the window.

NO ENTRY without identification
- check it.

OPEN UP only if satisfied
- if not tell them to call back.

CALL THE POLICE if suspicious
- keep the door shut.

KEEP AN EYE ON THEM
- even if they appear genuine.

Nottinghamshire County Council



For further details contact 01773 717353 or visit the website at www.broxtowe.gov.uk
The Knock Code

Remember BOGUS CALLERS come in all shapes and sizes.

KNOW your caller – use the door viewer, look thro’ the window.

NO ENTRY without identification – check it.

OPEN UP only if satisfied – if not tell them to call back.

CALL THE POLICE if suspicious – keep the door shut.

KEEP AN EYE ON THEM – even if they appear genuine.

Colin Marshall, Deputy Returning Officer and Assistant Director at Broxtowe Borough Council recently retired after working in local government for over 37 years.

Your Newsletter
This newsletter is sent to Town and Parish Councils/Meetings, for distribution.  Names and addresses are held on a database.  I want mail to get to the right people without delay so please help by informing me of any changes as it is my responsibility to inform others within the authority who mail out to parish councils.  Parish contacts information, the Code of Practice and this newsletter are on the authority's website at www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/parishcouncils.htm

Please contact me if you have: 

Articles for Countylink

information or an event during April/May/June  in your local parish

Changes of Parish Clerks details

requests for extra copies of Countylink

A request for Countylink in other formats

information/links/photograph you would like to add to your details on the Nottinghamshire County Council’s Website.

Barbara Worrall

Your District Council Contacts:

Ashfield District Council, Public Relations

01623 457004

Bassetlaw District Council, Public Relations 

01909 533726

Broxtowe Borough Council, Public Relations

0115 917 3743

Gedling Borough Council, Public Relations

0115 901 3801

Mansfield District Council, Public Relations

01623 463021

Newark and Sherwood District Council

Public Relations 01636 655255

Rushcliffe Borough Council, Public Relations

0115 914 8555

Contacting us:

E-mail:

barbara.worrall@nottscc.gov.uk

Phone:

0115 977 4085

Fax:

0115 977 3859

Post:

Regeneration, Learning, Skills and Employment, Culture and Community Department, Nottinghamshire County Council, County Hall, West Bridgford, Nottingham NG2 7QP

Internet:
www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/parishcouncils.htm
Deadline date for articles for the next issue is:

19 March 2004


