NOTE FOR CLLR OWEN’S REPORT TO CABINET – July 2010

BUILDING SCHOOLS FOR THE FUTURE

On 5th July, 2010 the Education Secretary, Michael Gove, announced in parliament that there would be a complete overhaul of capital investment in schools, bringing an end to the BSF Programme set up under the previous Labour Government.  
Whilst there is obvious disappointment that Nottinghamshire will not receive its planned £150million share of BSF investment for our first wave of nine schools, colleagues will understand the financial circumstances that the Government now faces that have led to the decision.  There have always been concerns about the bureaucracy involved in the BSF process. Nottinghamshire has been forced to spend almost £3million in preparation costs to date and would have probably had to spend a further £2million to close the BSF contract. It is believed that much better use could have been made of this money if the capital investment had been allocated direct to the Council at a much earlier stage.

A government review into how best to manage future capital investment in schools is due to report in September and this will guide the government’s next Spending Review period (2011/12 to 2014/15).

Ensuring young people attend good schools remains a priority for this administration.  To this end, officers in the Children and Young People’s Department have been asked to undertake a review of the entire school estate and establish the worst elements of our school buildings such that any future capital investment is focussed on addressing our worst school buildings in the most effective way.  
The schools in the first wave included - Garibaldi, Grove, Orchard Special, Meden, Dukeries, Nottinghamshire Learning Centre, Joseph Whitaker, Magnus, and Minster (for ICT funding only).

The proposed Sutton Community Academy was also being developed in conjunction with the first wave of BSF schools.  Its new building plans have also been stopped as a result of this announcement and a further report on this project will be brought to a future meeting of Cabinet when there is further clarity on the implications for buildings for academies and further discussions have been held with West Nottinghamshire College as joint sponsors.
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